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on the part of Great Britain to annul, the agree- 
ment entered into between that Government and 
the United States, in the month of April, 1817, re- 
jative to the naval force to be maintained upon the 
American lakes, called for by a resolution of the 
House of Representatives of the 9th of March 
last. M. VAN BUREN. 

Wasnincton City, June 29, 1840. 

On motion of Mr. ALLEN, of Ohio, referred to 
the Committee On Military Affairs, and ordered to 
be priated. 

To the House of Representatives of the United States: 


I transmit herewith a communication from the | 


Secretary of War, accompanied by areport of the 
Commanding General of the army, embracing ail 
ihe informauion which can be obtained in answer to 
aresolution of the House of Representatives of 


the 6th of April, 1840, requesting to be furnished | 


with any information in possession of the Execu- 
tive Department, showing the military preparation 
of Great Britain, by introducing troops into Cana- 
daor New Brunswick, or erecting or repairing 
fortifications on our Northern and Northeastern 
beundary, or by preparing naval armaments on any 
of the great Northern lakes, and what prepara- 
tions, if any, have been made by this Government 
to put the Uni'ed States, and especially those fron- 
tiers, in a posture of defence against Great Britain 
in case cf war. M. VAN BUREN. 

Wasuinaron, June 29, 1840. 

Ordered to lie on the table, and be printed. 

Tne SPEAKER also laid before the House a 
letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, trans- 
mitting information called for by the House on the 
Tth of February last, in relation to the trade of the 
United States with China, from the years 1821 to 
1839. On motion of Mr. EVERETT, referred to 
the Committee on Foreign A ffairs. 

A letter from the Secretary of the Navy, trans- 
mitting informatien called for by the House on the 
25th of May, upon the subject of chronometers, 
and the expenses of officers employed in their trans- 


portation; which was referred to the Commitiee on | 


Naval Affairs. 

A letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, 
iransmitting the annual statements of the com- 
merce and navigation of the United States for the 
year ending Sept. 30, 1839; which letier and state- 
ments were ordered to lie on the table, and be 
priuted. 


Mr. CURTIS moved that 5,900 extra copies, 
and Mr. ADAMS moved that 10,000 extra copies 
be published. 

Mr. PETRIKIN objected. 

Mr. RICE GARLAND preferred 5,000 copies. 
In the interior of the country few copies were read. 
It would cost $5,000 a: least to print 10,000. The 
Senate had already ordered 5,010, 

Messrs. RAMSEY and CAVE JOHNSON ob- 
jected to the motion; Messrs. ADAMS, CURTIS, 
and REED were in favor of printing the largest 
namber. 

Mr. CURTIS moved to suspend the rules to 
consider the motion, and moved the previous ques- 
tion; which was seconded, put, and carried. And 
the main question being on the motion to print 
10,000 extra copies, it was carried. 

Sandry Senate bills were twice read and re- 
ferred. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the Honse a 
letter from the Commissioner on Public Bnild- 
ings, communicating information called for on the 
in relation to the superintendents and work- 
men employe! on the public buildings: on motion 
of Mr. PETR!KIN, was referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Expenditures oa the Public Buildings 
and Grounds. 

Mr. ADAMS asked leave to report from a select 
committee on a memorial.of the American Philoso- 
phical Society, requesting the aid of Government in 


“i tes a series of geological observations. 
; PER of Georgia objected. 
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DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA BANKS. 

The following bill from the Senate, extending the 
charters of the banks in the Disirict of Columbia, 
coming up in order, viz: 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the charters of the Farmers and 
Mechanics’ Bank of Georgetown, the Bank of the 
Metropolis, Patriotic Bank of Washington, and 
Bank of Washington, in the city Of Washington, 
and the Farmers’ Bank of Alexandria, and Bank 
of Potomac, in the town of Alexandria, be, and the 
same are hereby, extended to the 4th day of July, 
1842, unless Congress shall, in the mean time, 
otherwise order and direct, upon condition that 
neither of said banks shall issue and pay out the 
notes of any other bank, banker, or banking insti- 
tulion or corporation, which is in a state of suspen- 
sion or non-payment of ils liabilities in specie; and 
upon the further con‘ition that the said banks, nor 
either of them, shall take a stay of execution on 
any judgment recovered against them in any case 
wnatever, nor appeal from such judgment, nor 
take a certiorari thereon, except on an affidavit of 
merit. 

Mr. W. COST JOHNSON went into a speech 
in support of the bill, ia which, though he ad- 
mitted the bill not to be such, in all respects, as he 
could have desired, he urged the shortness of time 
now left, as the charters of the banks would expire 
on Friday next, and the ruin to the people of the 
District which must ensue if the banks should be 
suddenly destroyed. 

Several questions were then put to him by 
Messrs. CAVE JOHNSON and VANDERPOEL, 
when 

Mr. ADAMS, supposing Mr. Jounson to have 
coocluded, began to speak. 

Mr. JOHNSON yielded, and 

Mr. ADAMS made a speech in favor of the bill, 
especially on the ground that it was from one of 
these banks that members of Congress must get 
their pay. 

Mr. PETRIKIN followed in some remarks in 
opposition to the passage of the bill. He was ep- 
posed to all exclusive privileges. He pointed out 
the manner in which these banks had set at defiance 
ihe laws; and showed that, by the exclusive privi- 
leges given to these institutions, and from the man- 
ner in which they fleece the laboring community, 
one of the presidents is enabled to ride in his car- 
riage and four, with liveried servants, etc. He 
concluded by moving the following amendment to 
the bill: 

Provided, also, That the president and directors 
of each of said banks shall be jointly and severally, 
in their individual capacity, liable for all notes 
issued or debts contracted by said banks respec- 
tively, from and after the day this act goes into ef- 
fect, to be recovered as other debts of like amount 
may at the time be by law recoverable; And be it 
further provided, That the said banks shall not make 
any division of profits, or declare any dividends, 
during the time said banks shall refuse to pay all 
their liabilities in specie on demand; and the Presi- 
dent and directors of any of said banks who shall 
make any such division of profits, or declare any 
such dividend, or consent t> or vole for the same, 
shall be liable to pay double the amount of the sam 
so divided or declared, to be recovered of them im 
their individual capacity, by any person suing for 
the same as debis of like amoun: are recoverable, 
one half of said forfeiture to go to the person suing, 
and the other haif to the corporation where saul 
bank is located. 

Be it further enacted, etc. That jastices of the peace 
withia the District of Columbia shall have jurisdic- 
tion in all actions of debt against any of the banks 
whose charters are hereby extended, for sums not 
exceeding $100 and no appeal, certiorari, or injunc- 
tion shall be allowed, granted, issmed or directed, 
by any‘coart within said District, unless an affida- 
vit be-first made and placed in said court by the 
president or one or wore of the directors of the bank 
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so sued, tat such appeal, certierari, oc injunction 
is not asked for the purpose of delay, but because 
he or they believe there is a just defence on the me- 
rits, and that injustice is likely to be done if said 
appeal, certiorari, or injunction should not be 
granted. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL said: It was not necessa- 
rv to the purpose he had in view, in the few re- 
marks he intended to submit, to class:fy the House 
by denominating one portion of it bank men, and 
another party enemies of the banks. Nor was it 
his purpose to cast Imputations upon gentlemen 
because they happened to be connected with banks. 
It was bis pleasure io know some of the geutlemen 
who were connected with the institutions in ques- 
tion, and it was but just to them to say, that they 
were gentlemen for whom he enteriained very high 
respect. Suil, he felt it his duty to say, that the bill 
under consideration, consid: ring the situation in 
which all the banks of ths District now exhibited 
themselves, wasa very extraordinary one. They 
were in a state of suspension—of open delinquency 
—of open violation of the law that created them; 
and while in this condition, they came and asked 
for an ungualified extension or renewal of their 
charters. It could not be, that afier our doings of 
yesterday, we were prepared to vote for this bill, 
without any amendment to drive the banks 
back to their duty. What a spectacle would 
we exhibit to the nation by so doing. It was our in- 
cumbent duty to set a better example to the States. 
The facility with which the baoks of the several 
Siates now-a-days suspended specie payments was, 
icdeed, a reproach to our country. An honorable 
merchant, during a pecuniary or commercial re- 
vulsion, would oiten times sacrifice hundreds of 
thousands of dollars to maintain his credit and in- 
tegrity; but, according to the ethics of banks, they 
suspended specie payments whenever it became a 
little inconvepiernt to mainiain them. Indeed, 
they seemed to suspend sometimes for pretty much 
the same reason that Betty assigned for skinning her 
eels, “because they liked it.”” It was high time that we 
at least should set our face against the facility with 
which the banks assumed this unjust—this demo- 
ralizing position. That portion of the House that 
was now coming out for the recharter of these 
suspended banks, had always told us that it was 
the duty of Congress to regulate the currency of 
the country—that the friends of the Administration 
were subject to the reproach of permitting an im- 
portant puwer, conferred upon us by the Constitu- 
tion, to liedormant. And was this a specimen of 
the manner in which they would put this alleged 
power into execution? Was this the mode in 
which they would “regulate the currency”—re- 
charter a batch of banks, that are daily in the open 
violation of law and duty? They could not pay 
their debts, or redeem their bills; but what could 
they do—what had they done under our very eyes? 
Why, make dividends of profits while in a state of 
suspension—yes, profits made at a time when the 
poor market woman, with one of their notes, was 
liable to be shaved to the tune of from five to ten 
percent.! Were we prepared to legalize such 
doings, by voting for an unqualified renewal of 
these charters; one that would involve no rebuke 
for, but would rather sanction, their past and pre- 
sent demerits? If we passed this bill, wha! a beau- 
tiful commentary would it be upon our doings of 
yesterday—a day signalized by the passage of that 
great measure of reform. He would never con- 
sent to vote for the bill, unless a provision was in- 
serted that the banks should resume specie pay- 
ment within thirty, or, at farthest, sixty days. As 
matter of example and prisciple, this bill extended 
in its operation beyond the ten miles square, It 
was commensarate with the Union. By passing it 
in its present state, we would prociaim to the 
world, to the institutions ef the States, the immeral 
sentiment that a state of suspension is not @ state 
of palpable and most reprehensible delinquency. 

Mi. BRIGGS responded to him in an argamen- 
tative speech, urging the example of the surround- 
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States, in renewing the charters of the tanks 
while under suspension. He spoke with warmth 
@f the abuse which had been heaped upon the gen- 
tlemen who conducted these banks. 

Mr. M. A. COOPER of Georgia explainei some 
remark he had thrown in while Mr. Briacs was 
speaking, and then opposed the bill on constita- 
tional! grounds, but concluded by moving to amend 
the amendment of Mr. Petrixin by adding thereto 
the folowing: 

Provided, That the said banks shall not issue 
notes under ten dollars; that from and after the 
first January next they shall not issue notes of a 
denomination less than twenty dollars, and after 


the Ist January, 1842, they shall not issue notes of | 


e less denomination than fifty wollars. Provided, 
also, That their notes all times shall be redeemable 
by specie, or, on failure thereof, their charters shall 
be forfeited. 

Src. 2. Be it further enacted, That in case the 
said banks, or either of them, shall refuse or fail to 
pay their notes in specie on demand of any perscn, 
such person shall and may have remedy by judg- 
ment and execution at law, ala notice of ten days 
before any justice of the peace of said District. 

Mr. W. THOMPSON made a speech of much 
warmth and animation in defence of the bill, and 
in reply to the objections which had been advanced. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL sent to the Clerk’s desk an 
amendment he wished to offer, and which was read 
for information, as follows: 

Provided, further, That said banks shall resume 
and continue to pay specie for all their liabilities 
within 60 days aller the passage ot this act; and on 
failure thereof, all the righ's and privileges accra- 
ing from the foregoing act shall be null and void 
and of no effect. 

The SPEAKER was understood to say that the 
amendment was not then in order. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Maryland resumed his re- 
marks in favor of the bill; showed the cendition of 
the banks, mainiaining that they were prepared to 
resume whenever the banks in Virginia and Mary- 
land should resume; and if they were compelled 
to resume before that time, it would be virtually to 
suspend their charters; which would prove disas- 
trous in the extreme to the Disirict; he concluded 
by moving the previous question. 

On an earnest appeal from Mr. STEENROD, 
however, he withdrew the demand. 

Mr. H OLMES of South Carolina then delivered 
an animated appeal against the ruinous conse- 
quences which must instantly follow to this Dis- 
trict, should the bill be rejected. He avowed him- 
self the friend of credit, and said he had voted for 
the Indep endeat Treasury bill not to destroy, but 
to give it stability. 

Mr. RYALL of New Jersey made a short speech 
in nos decided opposition to the bill; but if it must 
pass, hte was for Mr. Peraixin’s amendment. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD spoke for the bill, urging 
the distress which must ensue shou!d it fail. 

Mr. U. in the close, moved the previous question. 

Mr. PETRIKIN moved to lay the motion oa 
the table. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD withdrew the call for the 
previous question, en condition that Mr. WeLvtrr 
of Ohio, who obtained the floor, should renew it. 

Mr. WELLER spoke for some time with great 
animation in opposition to the bill, and had not 
concluded when the House took recess. 


EVENING SESSION. 

On leave given, Mr. BANKS of Virginia pre- 
sented the petition of John Baggot, an invalid pen- 
sioner; and Messrs. JOHNSTON of New York, 
CHAPMAN of Iowa, and BOYD, presented me- 
morials; which were appropriately referred. 

On leave given, Mr. JONES of Virginia, from 
the Committee of Ways and Means, reported back, 
with amendments, the Senate bill more effectually 
to secure the public money in the hands of the offi- 
cers and agents of the Government, and to punish 


ublic defaulters; which said bill, on motion of | 


r. J. was referred to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, and, together with the 
ameadments, was ordered to be printed. 

DISTRICT BANKS. 

The House resumed the consideration of the bill 

from the Senate extending the charters of the Dis- 














trict banks, under certain restrict.ous, for the term 
of iwo years. 

The question being on the amendment to the 
amendment, . 

Mr. WELLER continued his remarks in oppo- 
sition to the bill, (giving way to explanations from 
Messrs. ANDREWS, J. DAVIS of Pennsylvania, 
aad JOHNSON of Maryland,) and concluded at 
ten minutes past five, by cailing on all those 
friends of the Administration who were sincere 
and orthodox in their political seutimeats on the 
subject of the banking system, to rally now and 
vole against the bill. 

And Mr. W. in redemption of bis pledge to Mr. 
Unperwocp, renewed the demand for the previous 
question, ° 

Mr. JENIFER, and a number of other genile- 
men appealed wo Mr. Wetver and Mr. Unper- 
woop to withdraw the demand. A momentary 
scene of excitement followed, which re:uited in the 
release of Mr Wetver from the pledge imposed 
on hia by Mr. Unperwoop, and in the withdrawal 
of the demand for the previous question. 

Mr. JENIFER then addressed the House in an 
energetic appeal to the sense cf justice of the 
House towards the disfrauchised people of this Dis- 
trict; and d-precating the attempt to make this a 
question of pariy, and adverting to the deplorable 
resulis which must immediately follow ualess this 
or some similar bill should be paszed. 

He was followed by Mr. SALTONSTALL in 
some remarks illustrative of the injastice which 
would be done to the people of the District by the 
adoption of weamendment, avd by the refusal of 
Congress, the local Legislature of this District, to 
pass the bill. 

Mr. STEENROD obtained the floor, and amongst 
other things, went at some length into an examina- 
tion of the mora! and political evils of the banking 
institutions of the United States, and of the swin- 
dling propensities by which (he said) they were cha- 
racier zed. 

Mr. HABERSHAM then moved the previous 
question. 

Mr. RICE GARLAND moved a call of the 
House; which was not ordered. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON moved to Jay the billon 
the table. 

Mr. BRIGGS asked the yeas ani nays, which 
were ordered; and, being taken, were—yeas 87, 
nays 104, as folluws: 

YEAS—Messrs. 1. J. Andreson,Atherton, Banks, Black, Black- 
well, Boyd, A VY. Brown, Bynum, Carr, Carroll, Casey, Clifford, 
Coles, Connor,M. A. Cooper, W. R. Cooper,Crary,Davee, Doan, 
Dromgoole, Earl, Eastman, Evy, Fine, Floyd, Galbraith, Gerry, 
Hammond, Hand, Hiilen, Holleman, tlook, Hubbard, Jackson, 
Jameson, Joseph Jonhson Cave Johusen, Nathaniel Jones, 
John W. Jones, Keim, Kemble, Kille, Leadbeuer Lewis, 
Lucas, McUiellan, McCulloch, McKay, Marchand, Medill, 
Miller, Montgomery, Samuel W. Morris, Parish, Parmenter, 
Parris, Paynter, Petrikin, Pickens, Prentiss, Ramsey, Reynolds, 
Rhett, Rives, Robinson, James Rogers, Ryall, Samuels, Shaw, 


Albert Smith, Joha Smith, Thomas Simith, Starkweather, 
Steenrod, Sirong, Sumpter, Taylor, Philip F. Thomas, Jacob 


Thompson, Turney, Vrooin, Weller, Wick, Jared W. Wil- 
liams, Henry Williams, and Worthington—87. 
NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Judson Allen, John W. Allen, 


Landaff W. Aodrews, Baker, Varnard, Beatty, Beirne, Betts, 
Briggs, Brockway, Sampson H. Bucer, William O. Butler, 
Calhoun, Carter, Chapman, Chinn, Chittenden, Clark, James 
Coopei, Crabb, Craig, Cranston, Cross, Curus, Cushing, Dana, 
Davies, Juin Davis, G. Davis, Dawson, Deberry, Dennis, Dellet, 
Edwatds, Evans, Everett, Fisher, James Garland, Rice Gar- 
land, Gates, Goggin, Graham, Graves, Green, Griffin, Gringell, 
Habersham, William =. Hastings, Join Hastings, Hawes, 
Henry, John Hill of Virginia, Hollman, Holmes, Hopkins, 
Hunt, James, Jenifer, Charles Johnston, William Cost Johnson, 
Kempshall, King, Leet, Leonard, Lincoln, McUarty, Mallory, 
Marvin, Mitchell, Monroe, Moatanya, Morgan, Morris, Naylor, 
Newhard, Ogie, Osborne, Palan, Peck, Pope, Proffit, Rrandall, 
Randolph, Raridan, Keed, Ridgway, Edward Rogers, Rus- 
sell, Saltonstall, Sergeant, Shepard, Simonton. Slade, Traman 
Smith, Stanly, Stuart, Taliaterro, Francis Thomas, Waddy 
Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Triplet, Trumbull, Under- 
wood, Vanderpoe!l, Wagner, Warren, Watterson, John White, 
Thomas W. Williams, Lewis Williams, Joseph L. Williams, 
and Christopher H. Williams—104. 


So the House refused to lay the bill on the table. 

The question recurring on the motion for the pre- 
vious question, it received a second; and the main 
question was ordered. 

The amendments were then read; and the ques- 
tion being first on the amendment of the gentleman 
from Georgia, (Mr. Coorgr,) 

Mr. CUNNOR called for the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered. 

Mr. THOMAS, of Maryland, called for a divi- 
sion of the question, so as to take the question first 








on that branch which forbids the issue of notes of 
a denomination less than ten dollars, 

The CHAIR said that the quesiion weuld be gy 
divided. 

The question being on the adoption of this branch 
of the amendment, viz: “Provided said banks shal! 
not issue notes under ten dollars,” it was taken ae 
yeas and nays, and resulted in the affirmative—y : 
110, nays 94, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Judson Allen, Hugh J. Anderson, Athert 
Banks, Beatty, Black, Blackwell, Boyd, Aaron V_ Brow,’ 
Wm. O. Butler, Bynum, Carr, Carroll, Oasey, Chapman, (jj; 
ford, Coles, Connor, Mark A. Cooper, Wm. R. Cooper, Craje 
Cross, Dana, Davee, John Davis, J, W. Davis, Doan,’ Dron” 
goole, Earl, Eastman, Ely, Fine, Fisher, Floyd, Galbraith, Ger. 
ry. Griffin, Hammond, Hand, J. Hastings. Hawkins, yj) of 
North @arolina, Hiilen, Holleman, Hook, Hopkins, Hubbarg 
Jackson, Jameson, Joseph Johnson, Cave Febacee, Nathanje! 
Jones, John W. Jones, Keim, Kemble, Kille, Leadbette; lie 
Leonard, Lewis, Lucas, McClellan, McCulloch, McKay, Mar. 
chand, Medill, Miller, Montanya, Monigomery, Samuel Ww 
Morris, Newhard, Nisbet, Parrish, Parmenter. Parris. Paynter 
Petrikin, Prentiss, Ramsey, Reynolds, Rheti, Rives, Rodjpspn’ 
Edward Rogers, James Kogers, Ryail, Sannels, Shaw, he’ 
pard, Albert Smith, John Smith, Thomas Smith, Sickwea 
ther, Steenrod, Strong, Sumpter, Taylor, Francis Tho 
Philip F. Thomas. Jacob Thompson, Turney, Vane. 9, 
Vroom, David D. Wagener, Watterson, Weller, Wick, Jare 
W. Williams, Henry Williams, and Worthington—110. ’ 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, John W. Allen, Andrews, Barnard, 
Bell, Biddle, Bous, Briggs, Brockway, Ca:houn, Carter, Chinn, 
Chittenden, Clark, James Cooper, Crabb, Cranston, Crocker, 
Curtis, Davies, Garret Davis, Dawson, Deberry, Dennis, De). 
let, Edwards, Evans, Everett, James Garland, Rirs 
Garland, Gates, Gentry, Goggin, Graham, Graves, 
Green, Grinnell. Habersham, Wiiliam 8. Hastings, Hawes 
Henry, Hi!! of Virginia, Hoffman, Hunt, James, Jenifer, Chas 
Johnston, William Cost Johnson, Kempshall, King, Lincoln, 
McCarty, Mallory, Marvin, Mason, Mitchell, Monroe, Morgan, 
Calvary Morris, Naylor, Ogle, Osborne, Peck, Pope, Randall, 
Randolph, Rariden, Rayner, Reed, Ridgway, Russell, Salton- 
stall, Sergeant, Simonton, Slade, Truman Smith, Stanly, Stuan, 
Swearingen, Taliaferro, Waddy Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, 
Triplett, Trumbull, Underwood, Peter J. Wagner, Warren, 
Edward D. White, John White, Thomas W. Williams, Lewis 
— Joseph L. Williams, and Christopher H. Williams 


Mr. WELLER moved that the House adjourn. 

Mr. R. GARLAND demanded the yeas and 
nays; which having been ordered, 

Mr. WELLER, at the solicitation of several, 
withdrew the motion. 

Mr. ANDREWS moved that the House ad. 
journ, 

Mr. R. GARLAND demanded the yeas and 
days; which were ordered, and were—yeas 70, nays 
113. ; 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

The question thea recurred on the adoption of 
the second branch of the amendment, declaring that 
the banks “shall not, from and after the first of 
January next, issue notes of a less denomination 
than weaty doliars,” it was taken and determined 
in the negative, by yeas 83, nays 99, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Hugh J. Anderson, Atherton, Banks, Black, 
Blackwell, Boyd, Aaron V. Brown, Albert G. Brown, Burke, 
Bynum, Carr, Carroll, Casey, Clifford, Coles, Connor, Mark A. 
Cooper, Wm. K. Couper, Dana, Davee, Doan, Dromgoole, Dun- 
can, Eastman, Ely, Fine, Fisher, Floyd, Hammond, Hawkins, 
Hii; of North Carolina, Hook, Hubbard, Jameson, Joseph 
Johnson, Cave Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, John W. Joues, 
Keim, Kemble, Kille, Leadbetter, Leet, Leonard, Lewis, Lucas, 
McClellan, McCulloh, McKay, Marchand, Medill, Miller, Mon- 
tanya, Montgomery, Samuet W. Morris, Newhard, Parrish, 
Parmenter, Parris, Paynier, Petrikin, Ramsey, Reynolds, Ro- 
biason, Edward Rogers, Samuels, Shaw, Albert Smith, Thomas 
Smiiti, Starkweather, Steenrod, Strong, Sumter, Taylor, Fran- 
cis Thomas, Philip F. Thomas, Turney, Vroom, Watterson, 
Weller, Wick, J. W. Williams, and Henry Williams—83. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, John W. Allen, Andrews, Barnard, 
Beatty, Beirne, Bell, Botts, Briggs, Brockway, Sampson H. 
Butler, William B, Campbeil, Carier, Chinn, Chittenden, Clark, 
James Cooper, Crabb, Cranston, Crockett, Curtis, Edward Da- 
vies, John Davis, Garret Davis, Dawson, Deberry, Dennis, Del- 
let, Earl, Edwards, Evans, Everett, James Garland, Rice Gar- 
land, Gates, Gentry, Goggin, Goode, Graham, Graves, Green. 
Grinnell, Habersham, William 8. Hastings, John Hastings, Hawes, 
ee Holmes, Hoffman, James, Jenifer, Charles Johnston, W. 
C. Johnson, Kempshall, Liacoin, eae Marvin, Mason, Mon. 
roe, Morgan, Calvary Morris, Naylor, Nisbet, Ogle, Osborue, 
Pope, Proffit, Randall, Randolph, Rariden, Rayner, Reed, Ridg: 
way, Russell, Saltoastall, Sergeant, Shepard, Simonton, Trv- 
man Smith, Stanly, Siuart, Swearingen, Taliaferro, Waddy 
Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Triplett, Trumbull, Under- 
wood, David D. Wagener, Warren, Edward D. White, John 
White, Thomas W. Williams, Lewis Williams, Joseph L. Wil- 
liams, C. H. Williams, and Worthington—99. 

So this branch of the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. PARRIS moved that the House adjourn. 

Mr. RAMSAY demanded the yeas and neys; 
which were not ordered. 


The House then adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Tuurspay, July 2, 1840. 
The VICE PRESIDENT informed the Senate 
that after to-day he would be absent during the re- 
mainder of the session. 
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_ LIAMS, SOUTHARD, CALHOUN, HUBBARD, 
' KING, and PIERCE, was ordered to be engrossed 
| for a third reading. 


' tion of the laws in relation to the collection of du- 
ties on imports, was taken up, the question being 


_ which declared any witness incompetent who should 
- have any interest whatever in the cause, similar to 
' the interest of the party in whose behalf he might 
' be called to testify, and after a debate, in which 
_ Messrs. 
. BARD, CALHOUN, STRANGE, and PHELPS 
_ participated, it was laid on the table. 
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The VICE PRESIDENT also submitted a mes- 

e from the President of the United States, trans- 
mitting a statement of the transfers of appropria- || 
tions for the naval service, during the past year; | 
which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, from the Committee on Na- 
yal Affairs, to which was referred the memorial of 
Ann W. Angus, and the memorial of John Lang, 
asked to be discharged from the further considera- 
tion thereof; which was agreed to. 

Mr. W. in pursuance of previous notice, asked 
and vbtained leave to introduce a bill to amend an 
act to regulate the pay of the navy of the United 
States; which was read, and ordered to a second 

ding. 
reat DIOURNMENT OF CONGRESS. 

On m tion by Mr. TAPPAN, the joint resolu- 
jon from the House, fixing Tuesday the 21st inst. 
at 2 o'clock, p. m. as the time for the adjournment of 
Congress, was taken up, considered, and agreed to. | 

ADMISSION OF FLORIDA. 

Mr. WALKER, from the Select Committee to | 
which had been referred various memoria!s on | 
the subject, reported 

A bill for the admission of Florida into the 
Union on certain conditions. 

[The bill providest hat the State shall embrace | 
the territories of East and West Florida, as de- | 
scrived in the Constitution adopted by the people of | 
Florida, January 11, 1839 | 

Also, a bill providing for the division of Flori- 
da, and the admission of the States of East anp 
Weat Florida. 

[This bill provides that, after the admission of 
Florida, the Legislature may pass a law dividing 
the State into two States to be designated East and 
West Fiorida—the dividing line to be thc Suwan- 
nee river, without further proceedings of Congress, 
but not enti! it is ascertained that the population east 
as well as west of the Suwannee shall exceed 
thirty thousand. ] 

The bilis were respectively read, and ordered to | 
a second reading. 

The bill regulating the pay of pnrsers in the | 
navy was taken up, as in committee of the whole 
and after being discussed by Messrs. WIL- 
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The bill to provide for the more faithful execu- 


on the amendment submitted by Mr. Huntinton, 





HUNTINGTON, WRIGHT, HUB- 


The Senate then went into Executive session, 
And ther adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tuorspay, July 2, 1840. 

On motion of Mr. JOHN DAVIS of Pennsylva- 
nia, the journal of Tuesday was so amended as to 
allow his vote (which had been accidentally omit- 
ted in a certain case) to be inserted thereon. 

Mr. ADAMS, from the select committee to whom 
had been referred the memorial of the American 
Philosophical Society, requesting the aid of Govern- 
ment in carrying on a series of observations, asked 
leave to make a report. 

Mr. A. explained that the reason why he wasde- 
sirous to make the report at this time was, that the 
report concluded with a resolution making an ap- 
propriation to carry out the object, which it wa; 
proposed to make in the shape of an amendment to 
the army bill 

Mr. PETRIKIN objected to any amendment of 
the kind. 

Mr. ADAMS said he must then move a suspen- 
sion of the rules, and he asked the reading of the 
resolution with which the report concluded. It was 
read, as follows: 

Resolved, That the sum of twenty thousand dol- 
lars ought to be appropriated for the establishment 

{five several stations, at suitable distances from 
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each other, for making observations of terrestrial 
magnetism and meteorology, conformably to the 
invitation from the Roya! Society of Great Britain 





| 


to the American Philosophica! Society at Philadel- | 


phia, and other learned societies in the United 


States; and that the said sum should be placed un- | 
der the direction and at the disposal of the Secretary | 


of the Navy, for the fulfilment of those purposes, | 


he to account for the expenditures thus authorized 
to the Treasury of the United States. 


Mr. A. having explained that he did not intend | 
to press the question on the resolution at this time, | 
but wished simply that the report should be Jaid on 


the table and printed— 
Mr. PETRIKIN withdrew his objection. 


And the report and resolution were laid on the | 


table, and or iered to be printed. 


The unfinished business of the morning hour | 


was declared by the Craik (which was occupied 
during the whole morning by Mr. Briaas, of Mas- 


sachusetts) to be the following resolution heretofore | 
reported by Mr. Beit, from the Committee on | 


Indian Affairs: 


“Resolved, That so much of the resolution of this | 


House of the 7th of March last as declared the ex- | 


pediency of suspending the further execution of the 


first and second clauses of the fourth article of the | 


treaty made with the Winnebago Indians in 1837, | 


be rescinded.” 


Mr. CRARY was entitled to the floor, but, not | 


being at the time in his seat, 


Mr. BELL said he knew, from the last con- | 
versation that he had held with the gentleman from | 
Michigan, [Mr. Crary,] that he had now no objec- | 


tion to the resolution. 

Mr. PETRIKIN said that if the gentleman from 
Michigan [Mr. Crary] did not object to the resolu- 
tion, he (Mr. P.) did. 


499 


tion here’ofore manifested by those having charge 
of the business to hasten the payment of these 
drafis. The Opposition party charged fraud and 
corruption against the first board of comuis- 
sioners, and have not yet substantiated these 
charges. I wish to afford the gentleman from Tea- 
nessee (Mr. Bett] and his friends time to make 
good their allegationsif they can. The proceedings 
of the new board are also asserted to be unjust and 
oppressive. It is said that there have beep favor- 
ites in the division of the spoils under the Winne- 
bago treaty; that out of $150,000 provided to pay 
the deb's of this nation, certain preference er 
obtained $130,000! and those who believe them- 
selves entitled to more thar one-half of the whole 
sum, were only awarded $20,000. The pieferred 
or favorite creditors are anxious for immediate pay- 
ment, and talk about delay, hardship, &c. Those 
who believe they have suffered wrong, (although 
they aie poor and want their money) claim a new 
investigation. 

Now, as the Opposition have charged fraud and 
cerruption and attempted to fix it on the Admi- 
nistration and its officers, I wish the road to inves- 
tigation to be kept open, and not io be temporarily 
closed for the purpose of benefiting some of the 
opponents of the Administration, connected wiih 
the American Fur Company. If fraud has been 
practised by the cfficers of the Government, I 
shall be the last to shield them, and am anxious for 
a full, free, and uninterrupted examination of the 
whole affair. I therefore move that the resolution 
be laid upon the table. 

Mr. BELL asked the yeas and nays on that mo- 
tion, which was ordered. 

The reading of the two clauses of the treaty re- 


ee 
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| ferred to in the resolution having been called for, 


Mr. P. then proceeded to oppose the resolution, 
on the ground that he disapproved this mode of | 
making repor's by detachments. The resolution, | 


he said, ought not to be adepted until the commit- | 


tee had made the whole report. 

Mr. BELL concurred, he said, in the opinion of 
the gentleman, as a general proposition, that re- 
ports ought to be made in full. The only ground 
on which a majority of the Committee on Indian 
Affairs had recommended the passage of this reso- 
jution before the whole report was made on ac- 
count of the suffering of individuals who held these 


drafts—many of them innocently—and whose cre- | 
dit might be destroyed, and whose property might | 


be injured, if such a resolution were not passed. 
The committee did certainiy expect to make a re- 


port in fall on the other branches of inquiry sub- | 


mitted tq them; but he feared the preparation of 
that report would take almost to the last hour of 
the session. The committee were indeed aware 
that some injustice might be done to individuals by 
the adoption of the reselution; but they were also of 
opinion that far greater injustice would be done if 
a different course were pursued. He trusted that 
the House would see the propriety of adopting the 
resolution. . 

Mr. RAMSEY called for the reading of the re- 
solution, which having been read, 


Mr. RAMSEY said the first board of Commis- 
sioners closed its sessions, and the drafts which 
are now asked to be paid, were issued in October, 
1838. The proceedings of that board, after being 
set aside by the Secretary of War, were brought 
before the House of Representatives by a resolu- 
tion passed Februarv 19, 1839, as appears by do- 
cument No. 229. On the firstof March, 1839, on 
the allegation of frauds having been committed 
by partisans of the Administration, the whole sub- 
ject was referred to the Committee on Indian Af- 
fairs, but it being only two days before the close 
of the session, it was not acted on. Notwith- 
standing, the Secretary of War appointed a new 
commissioner (Mr. Fleming of New York) to ex- 
amine and adjudicate upon these claims de novo. 
This commissioner closed his business at Prairie 
du Chien on the 12th day of last October, but did 
not report his proceedings, as appears, to the War 
Department, until the latter part of February. 
Since that time the Committee on Indian Af- 
fairs have had the subject under consideration. 
There does not appear to have been any disposi- 
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and the same having been real— 

Mr. BELL wished, he said, to state a single 
fact. He was understood to say that this proceed- 
ing had been auiborized by the War Department, 
the appropriate constitutional authority for execut- 
ing the treaty. 

And the questi.n was then taken, and decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 88, nays 82. 

So the resolution was laid on the table. 

Mr. BELL inquired of the Cuaain whether a 
majority or a two-thirds vote would be required, at 
any time hereafter, to take the resolution up? 


The CHAIR was understood to express the 
opinion that a vote of two-thirds would be requi- 
site. 

Mr. PROFFIT asked that the House would (by 
unanimous consent) take ap the Senate bill on 
the Speaker’s table, in relation toa tract of land 
in the State of Indiana, not located, and which 
lay in the district of his absent colleague, [Mr. 
Howarp.} 


Mr. W. THOMPSON said he would not make 
any objection, bat he wished the gentleman would 
defer the motion for the present, as he (Mr. T.) was 
desirous to make a number of reports from the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. PROFFIT said he would let the matter lie 
over for the present. 


Mr. WADDY THOMPSON, jr. from the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs, reported a bill making 
an appropriation for paying the claims of the mili- 
ta of Vermont, called out by the Governor of that 
State, to prevent an unlawful incursion into Cana- 
da; which was read twice, and committed to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 


Mr. T. also, from the same committee, reported . 
back to the House, without amendment, Senate bill 
entitled “An act for the organization of a company 
of sappers, miners, and pontoniers; which was re- 
fer.ed to the Committee of the Whole en the state 
of the Union. 

Mr. T. also reported back to the House, from the. 
same committee, with an amendment, Senate bill 
entitled “An act for the relief of the corporate aa- 
thorities of the city of Mobile;’ which was com- 
mitted to the Committee of the Whole House to- 
morrow. 

Mr. T. also reported back to the House, from the 
same committee, without amendment, Senate bill 
entitled “An act to regulate enlistments into the 
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army and navy; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

On motion of Mr. GOGGIN, the Committee on 
Military Affairs was discharged from the further 
consideration of the petition of William Gover, 
and the petition of the inhabitants of Virginia, in 
relation to the employment of laborers at Fort 
Monroe; and that said petitions-do lie on the table. 

Mr. ANDERSON of Maine, from the Commit- 
tee on Naval Affairs, reported back to the House, 
with amendments, Senate bill entitled “An aci to 
make new provisions respecting navy Pensions; 
which was committed to the Commiitee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. 
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rod, Strong, Sumter, Taylor, Jacob Thompson, Turney, Wat- 
terson, Watler, Wick, and Jared W. Williams—83. 
NAYS—Messere. Adams, Judson Allen, John W. Allen, 
Hugi J. Andersen, Andrews, Baker, Baroard, Beatty, Bell, 
Blackwell, Botts, Briggs, Sampson H. Butler, William O. But- 
ler, Cathoun, William B. Campbell, Carroll, Carter, Chinn, 
Clark, Crabb, Cranston, Crary, Crockett, Cross, Cushing, 
Dana, Davee, Davies, John Davis, Garret Davis. Dawson, Den- 
nis, Deilet, Earl, Edwards, Everett, James Garland, Rice Gar- 
land, Gates, Gentry, Goggin, Graham, Green, Griffin, Grinnell, 
Habersham, Hammoad, John Hastings, Henry, Hill of Virgi- 
nia, Hoffman, Hunt, Jackson, James, Jeniier, Wm. Cost 
Johuson, Kempshall, King, Leet, Leonard, Lincoln, McCarty, 
McCulloch, Mallory, Macvin, Mason, Mitchell, Montanya, Cal 
vary Morris, Naylor, Newhard, Nisbet, Ogle, Osborne, Pa- 
len, Paynter, Peck, Pope, Randolph, Rariden, Reed, Ridgway, 
Edward Rogers, Russell, Sergeant, Simonton, Stuart, Swear- 
ingen, Taliaferro, Waddy Thompson, Tillinghast, 'Voland,Trip- 
leu, Trumbull, Underwood, Vanderpoel, David D. Wagener, 











The CHAIR repiied that it was not, the Previons 
question having been called. 

Mr. CARTE asked the aoanimous consent of 
the House to offer the following amendment, which 
was read for information: 

Provided, also, That said banks shall not be re. 
quired to resume specie payments until the banks 
of Pennsylvania, Maryland, and Virginia, sha} 
have resumed. 

Objection was mae. 

The question then recnrred on the original 
amendment, (offered by Mr. Perarkin ) It prc. 
vides so to amend the bill as to make the presiden; 
and directors of each of said banks, jointly and ge. 


Mr. A. also, from the same commitiee, made a | Peter J. Wagoer, Warren, John White, Thomas Williams, 
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the motion, to enable him to report back the joint 
resolution from the Senate, in relation to the dis- 
position of the presents from the lmaum of Muscat 
to the President of the United States. 

Mr. P. accompanied his request witha remark 
or two, of which the Keporter could hear nothing. 

Mr. JONES said, that as the resolution would 
come up in the morning hour of to-morrow, he 
must decline to waive his motion. 

And the House then passed to the orders of the 
day. 

DISTRICT BANKS. 

The House resumed the consideration of the 
bill to extend for the term of two years the char- 
ters of the several banks in the District of Co- 
jumbia. 

The question immediately pending was on the 
third braach uf the amendment to the amendment 
of Mr. M. A. Cooper, which provided that from 
and after the Ist of June next, no notes should be 
issued by said banks of a less denomination than 
50 dollars 

And the question being taken, it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 83, nays 106, as follows: 


YEAS—Messre. Atherton, Banks, Black, Boyd, Burke 
Carr, Chapman, Clifford, Connor, Mark A. Cooper, Wiltiam R. 
Cooper, reek, Doan, Dromgoole, Eastman, Fine, Fisher, 
Fieicher, Floyd, Galbraith, Gerry, Hawkins, Hill of North 
Carohna, Jameson, Joseph Johnson, Cave Johnson, Nathanie! 
Jones, John W. Jones, Keim, Kille, Leadbetter, Lucas, McCiel- 
4 Marc Miller, Monigomery, Samuel W. Morris, Par- 

Pewikin, Pickens, Ramsey, Reynolds, Rives, Robiuson, 
Ryall, Samuels, Shaw, Thomas Smith, Starkweather, Steen- 


such person shall and may have remedy by judg- 
ment and execution at law, at a notice of ten days 
before any justice of the peace of said District.” 
The question was taken and decided in the affir- 
mative—yeas 97, nays 76, as follows: 
YEAS-—Messrs. Judson Allen, Hugh J. Anderson, Atherton, 
Ranks, Beatty, Black, Blackwell, Boyd, Burke, Sampson H. 
Butler, William O. Butler, Bynum, Carr, Carroll, Casey, Chap- 
man, Clifford, Connor, Mark A. Cooper, William R. Cooper, 
Crabb, Cra'g, Crary, Dana, Joha Davis, John W. Davis, Doan, 
Dromgoole, Duncan, Earl, Eastman, Ely, Fine, Fisher, Floyd, 
Gerry, Hand, John Hastings, Hawkins, Hill of N. C., Holleman, 
Hook, Jackson, Jameson, Joseph Johnson, Cave Johnson, 
N. Jones, John W. Jones, Keim, Kemble, Kille, Leadbetter, 
Leet, Leonard, Lucas, McClellan, McCulloch, McKay, Mallory, 
Marchand, Miller, Montanya, Montgomery, Samuel W. Morris, 
Newhard, Ogle, Parrish, Parmenter, Parris, Paynter, Pickens, 
Prentiss, Ramsey, Reyaolds, Rives, Robinson, Edward Rogers, 
Ryall, Samuels, Shaw, John Smith, Thomas Smith, Stark- 
weather, S:eenrod, Strong, Sumpter, Taylor, Jacob Thomp- 
son, Turney, Vanderpoel, David D. Wagener, Watterson, 
Weller, Jared W. Williams, and Henry Williams —97, 
NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Andrews, Barnard, Bell, Briggs, 
Brockway, Calhoun, Chinn, Chittenden, Clark, Cranston, 
Crockett, Cross, Edward Davies, Dawson, Deberry, Dennis, 
Dellet, Edwards, Evans, Everett, Galbraith, Garland, Gates, 
Goggin, Graham, Graves, Griffin, Grinnell, Heury, Hill of Virgi- 
nia, Hoffman, Hubbard, Hunt,James, Jenifer, Charles Johnston, 
William Cost Johnson, Kempshali, Lincoln, McCarty, Mar- 
vin, Mason, Monroe, Morris, Nisbet, Osborne, Palen, Peck, Pe- 
inkin, Rayner, Reed, Rhett, Ridgway, Russell, Saltonstall, 
Sergeant, Simonton, Truman Smith, Taliaferro, Francis Tho. 
mas, Waddy Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Triplett, Trum- 
bull, Underwood, Peter J. Wagner, Warren, Edward D. White, 
Join White, Thomas W. Williams, Lewis Williams, Joseph 
L. Williams, Christopher H. Williams, and Wothington—76, 


So the last branch of the amendment was agreed 


Mr. CARTER inquired whether it was in order 
now to offer an amendment. 
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. in relaticn to the affai - ; : 3 Paynter, Petrikin, Pickens, Prentiss, Ramsey, Rariden, Rey: + cho 
ae on _— ae laid a ~ = ~ The question was then on the last portion of Mr. || nolds, Rives, Robinson, Edward Rogers, Ryall, Samuels — ts 
panish schooner LAmisiad: laid on e table, Coopers amendment to the amendment of Perri- Shaw, John Smith, Thomas Smith, Starkweather, Steenrod, = Wil 
and ordered to be printed. Ae follonsi : Strong, Sumter, Swearingen, Taylor, Jacob Thompson, Tur. FF _ N 
; T . . ired KIN, In the words following, viz: s ; ney, Vanderpoel, David D. Wagener, Weller, Wick, Jared ’ Bar 
he morning hour having expire : id | 
: Mr. JONES of Virgini d * “And be it further enacted, That in case the said || W. Williams, and L. Williams—92. » Car 
r. of Virginia moved that the Hcuse Ss . : fai NAYS—Messers. Adams, John W. Allen, Andrews, Baker, — 
. banks, or either of them, shall refuse or fail to pay / : 
proceed to the orders of the day. a ae ee ’ Aciened:: 68am oe Barnard, Beirne, Bell, Botts, Briggs, Brockway, Sampson H. — 
Mr. PICKENS requested Mr. Jones to suspend ena iemsen tae. aphid , 


Butler, Bynum, Calhoun, Carroll, Carter, Chinn, Clark, Crabb, 
Cransten, Crockett, Cross, Davies, Dawson, Deberry, Den- 
nes, Dellet, Edwards, Evans, Everett, James Garland, Gates, 
Goggin, Griffin, Grinnell, Mabersham, Hawes, Henry, Hill 
of Virginia, Hoffman, Hopkins, Hunt, James, Jenifer, Charles 
Johnston, Kemble, Kempshall, King, Lincoln, McCarty, McCul- 
lech, Mallory, Marvin, Mason, Mitchell, Morgan, Naylor, Nis- 
bet, Ogle, Osborne, Palen, Peck, Pope, Randolph, Rayner, 
Reed, Rhett, Ridgway, Russel, Saltonstall, Sergeant, Simon- 
ton, Slade, Truman Smith, Stuart, Taliaferro, Francis Tho- 
mas, Waddy Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Triplett, Trum- 
bull, Peter J. Wagner, Warren, Watterson, ward D. 
White, JohnWhite, Thomas W. Williams, Joseph L. Wil- 
liams, Christopher H. Williams, and Worthingten—90. 

So this branch of the amendment was agreed to. 

The question was then taken on the next branch 
of the amendment, in these words: 

“And be it further provided, That said banks shall 
not make any dividends during the time the said 
banks shall refuse to pay all their liabilities in 
specie on demand;”’ and it was passed in the affir- 
mative—ayes 145, nays 25, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Judson Allen, John W. Allen, Jugh 
J. Anderson, Andrews, Atherton, Banks, Baker, Beatty, Beirne, 
Black, Blackwell, Boyd, Briggs, Burke, Sampson it. Butler, 
Bynum, Calboun, William B. Campbell, Carr, Carter, Casey, 
Chapman, Chion, Chittenden, Clark, Clifford, Connor, William 
R. Cooper, Crabb, Craig, Crary, Cross, Dana, Davee, Davies, 
John Davis, Garret Davis, Dawson, Deberry, Dellet, Doan, 
Dromgoole, Duncan, Eastman, Ely, Fine, Fisher, Floyd, For- 
nance, Galbraith, James Garland, Gates, Gerry, Goggin, Gra- 
ham, Graves, Griffin, Habersham, Hand Jahn Hasinies, Hawes, 
Hawkins, Henry, Hill of Virginia, Hill of North Carolina, Hol- 
leman, Hook, Hubbard, Hunt, Jackson, Jameson, Charles John- 
ston, Joseph Johnson, Cave Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, John 
W. Jones, Keim, Kemble, Kempshall, Kile, Leadbeuer, Leet, 
Leonard, Lincoln, Lucas, McClellan, McCulloch, McKay, Mal- 


lory, Marchand, Marvin, Mason, Miller. Morgan, Naylor, New- 
hard, Ogle, Parrish, Para enter, Parris, Paynter, Petrikin, 
Rt Ramsey, Randolp!, Rariden, Ra j ids, 
Rhett, Ridgway, Rives, Robinson, Ryall, onda Shaw 
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simonton, Slade, John Smith, Truman Smith, Thomas Smiib, 
siarkweather, Steenrod, Strong, Stuart, Sumpter, Swearingen, 
Taylor, Francis Thomas, Jacob Thompson, Triplett, Trumbull, 
Turney, Underwood. Vanderpoel, Wagener, Watierson, Weller, 
John White, Jared W. Williams, Thomas W. Williams, Hea- 
Williams, Lewis Williains, and J.T. H. Worthington—145, 
YN AYS—Mesers. Buirnard, Bos, William O. Buder, Carroll, 
Mark A. Cooper, Cranston, Edwards, Everett, Holmes, James, 
Jenifer, McCarty, Mitchell, Nisbet, Pope, Reed, Edward Rogers, 
Russell, Saltonstall, Sergeant, Waddy Thompson, Toland, 
Wagner, Edward D. White, and Christopher H. Williams—25. 


So the second branch of the amendment was 


agreed to. 
The question was next on the third member of 


| said amendment, being so much as was contained 


in these words: 

“And the presideat and directors of any of said 
panks, who shall make any such division of pro- 
fits, or declare any such dividends, or consent to or 
yote for the same, shall be liable to pay double the 
amount of the sum so divided or declared, to be 
recovered of them in their individual capacity, by 
any person suing for the same, as debts of like 
amount are recoverable; one ha'f of said forfeiture 
to go to the person suing, and the other half to the 
corporation where the said bank is located. 

“Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That justices 
of the peace within the District of Columbia shall 
have jurisdiction in ali actions of debt against any 
cf the banks whese charters are hereby extended, 
for sums not eyceeding one hundred dollars; and 
no appeal, certiorari, or injunction, shal! be allow- 
ed, granted, issued, or directed by any court within 
said District, unless an affidavit be first made and 
filed in said court by the president or one or more 
of the direc’ors of the bank so sued, that such an 
appeal, certiorari, or injunction is not asked for the 
purpose of delay, but because he or they believe 
there is a just de‘ence on the merits, and that injus- 
tice is likely to be done if said appeal, certiorart, or 
injunction should not be granted.” 

The question was taken on the above branch, and 


| i was agreed to by—yeas 94, nays 78, as follows: 
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YEAS—Messrs. Judson Allen, Hugh J. Anderson, Atherton, 
Banks, Beatty, Beirne, Biack, Blackwell, Boyd, Burke, Wm. 
O. Butler, Bynum, Carr, Casey, Chapman, Clifford, Connor, 
Mark A. Cooper, Win. R Cooper, Crabb, Craig, Dana, Davee, 
John Davis, Doan, Dromgoole, Duncan, Earl, Eastman, Ely, 
Fine. Fioyd, Fornance, Galbraith, Gerry, Hammond, Hand, J. 
Hastings, Hawkins, Hill of N. C. Holleman, Hook, Jackson, Ja- 


* meson, Joseph Johnson, Cave Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, J. W. 


Jones, Kena, Kemble, Kille, Lead-eiter, Leet, Lucas, MeCiel- 
Jan, McCulloch, McKay, Marchand, Miller, Montanya, Mont- 
comery, 8S. W. Morris, Newhard, Parrish, Parmenter, Parris, 
Pavoter, Petrikin, Prentiss, Ramsey, Reynolds, Rives, Robin- 


s°: E. Rogers, Ryall, Samuels, Shaw, John Smith, Thomas 
Suith, Steenrod, Sirscng, Sumter, Swearingen. Taylor, Francis 


shomas, Jacob Thompson, Turney, Vander poe!, Wagener, Wat- 
terson, Weller, Wick, J. W. Williams, Henry Williams, Lewis 
Williams, and Worthing! on-- 94. 

NAYS—Messrs. J. Q. Adama, J. W. Allen, Andrews, Baker, 
Bariard, Bell, Botts, Briggs, Brockway, Calioun, William B. 
Campbell, Carroll, Carter, Chinn, Chittenden, Clark, Cranston, 
Cross, }:dw. Davies, Garret Davis, Dawson, Deberry, Dennis, 
Dailet, Edwards, Evans, Everett, Fisher, J. Garland, Gates, Gog- 
gin, Graham, Griffia, Grinnell, Habersham, Hawes, Henry, Fill 
of Va. Hoffman. Hunt, James, Jenifer, Charles Johnston, Win. 
C. Johnson, Keinpsha!!, King, Lincoln, McCarty, Mallory, Ma- 
son, Morgan, Nisbet, Oz!e, Osborne, Palen, Peck, Pope, Ran- 
dolph, Reed, Ridgway, Russell, Saltonstall, Sergeant, Simor- 
ton, Slade, Truman Smith, Stuart, Waddy Thompson, Tilling- 
hast, Toland, Triplett, P. J. Weener, Warren, E. D. White, J. 
White, Thos. W. Williams, and C. H. Williams--78. 


So the last branch of Mr/Prraixin’s amendment 
was agreed to. 

And the question then recurring on the adoption 
o* the amendment as amended— 

Mr. WM. COST JOHNSON (on leave) moved 
to lay the bill on the table. He should regard the 
vo'e on this motion, he said, as a test vote; and he 
had submitted in order that he might, if the motion 
prevailed, introduce the bill heretotore reported from 
the Committe? for the District of Columbia of this 
House, to continue the corporate existence of the 
banks of the District of Columbia to the 4th of 
March next, and umil further legislation: provided 
that the said banks resume specie payments when a 
majority of the banks of Pennsylvania, Maryland, 
and Virginia, should do so, 

Mr. TURNEY then gave notice that he should 
object to the introduction of the bill. 

Mr. JOHNSON thereupon said, that as it wou!d 
require a vote of two-thirds to getin the bill, and as 
he had no hope of success in such an effort, he 
would withdraw his motion to lay the present bill 
on the table. 

And the question again recurring on the adoption 
of the amendment a~ amended— 

Mr. McKAY asked such a division of the ques- 
tion as would embrace Mr. M. A. Cooper's propo- 





CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


sition to restrict the issue of notes to a denomination 
of not less than $10, and to cause the charters to be 
forfeited on refusal or failure to pay specie. 

Mr. ANDREWS submitted that the question of 
the adoption of the amendment, as amended, could 
not be divided. 

The CHAIR decided that it could. 

Mr. ANDREWS appealed from the decision. 

Mr. GRAVES asked the yeas and nays; which 
were not ordeied. 

The House was here in a great state of vonfu- 
sion. 

The CHAIR said he would call gentiemen by 
their names unless they took thir seats, and he 
was responded to by several voices, ‘do it, do it.” 

Someihing like order having, in afew moments, 
been restored, 

The CHAIR stated the ground of his decision, 
that a division of an amendment, as amended, could 
be ordered. 

Some conversation took place on a puint of or- 
der between the CHAIR and Mr. GRAVES. 

Mr. ANDREWS wished te be informed what 
would be the effect if the House were to negative 
the amendment as amended, after having once 
agreed to it. 

The CHAIR said the effect would be that that 
part of the amendment as amended would not be 
agreed to. 

And the question, “Shall the decision of the 
Cuair stand as the jadgment of the House?’ was 
then taken, and cecided (by tellers) in the affirma- 
tive—ayes 94, noes 31. 

So the decision of the Cuair was sustained. 

The Cierk having then again read the division, 
called for by Mr. KcKay, 

Mr. GRAVES, under the decision recently made, 
called fora division on every distinct branch of 
the amendment as amended; and the Cuair ordered 
it. 

And the CHAIR annonnced the first branch to 
be on that part of the amendment, as amended, 
which was in the following words, viz: 

“Provided, That said banks shall not issue notes 
under ten dollars.” 

The question was taken by yeas and nays, and it 
was agreed to—yeas 96, nays 76, as follows: 

YEAS— Messrs. Judson Allen, Atherton, Banks, Beatty, 
Beirne, Black, Blackwell. Boyd, Burke, Bynum, Carr, Carroll, 
Casey, Chapman, Clifford, Connor, Mark A. Cooper, William 
R. Cooper, Craig, Crary, Dana, Davee, John Davis, Doan, 
Duncan, Earl, Eastman, Ely, Fine, Fisher, Floyd, Fornance, 
Galbraith, Gerry, Griffin, Haromond, Hand, John Hastings, 
Hawkins, John Hillof North Carolina, Holleman, Hook, Hub- 
bard, Jackson, Jameson, Joseph Johnson, Cave Johason. Na- 
thaniel Jones, John W. Jones, Keim, Kemble, Kilte, Leet, 
Leonard, Lucas, McClellan, McCulloch, McKay, Marchand, 
Miller, Montgomery, Samuel W. Morris, Newhard, Parrish, 
Parmenter, Parris, Paynter, Petrikin. Prentiss, Reynolds, 
Rives, Rabinson, Edward Rogers, James Rogers, Ryall, 
Samuels, Shaw, Shepard, John Smith, Thomas Smith. Stark 
weather, Sieenrod, Strong, Sumpter, Taylor, Francis Thomas, 
Jacob Thompson, Turney, Vanderpoel, Wagener, Watterson, 
Weller, Wick, Jared W. Williams, Henry Williams, and 
Worthington—96. 

NAYS—Messrs Adams, John W. Allen, Andrews, Baker, 
Barnard, Bell, Botts, Briggs, Brockway, Calhoun, Carter, Clark, 
Crabb, Cranston, Crockett, Davies, Garret Davis, Dawson, De- 
berry, Deanis, De!let, Edwards, Evans, Everett, James Garland, 
Gates, Goggin, Graham, Graves, Green, Grinnell, Habersham, 
Hawes, Henry, John Hill of Virginia, Hoffman, Hunt, James, 
Jenifer, Charles Johnston, Wm. Cost Johnson, Kempshall, King, 
Lincoln, McCarty, Mason, Monroe, Morgan, Naylor, Ogle, 
Osborne, Palen, Peck, Pope, Randolph, Rayner. Ridgway, Rus- 
sell, Saltonstall, Sergeant, Simonton, Siade, Traman Smith, 
Stuart, Swearingen, Waddy Thompson, Til'inghast, Toland, 
Triplett, Underwood, Wagner, Warren,John White, Thomas W. 
Williams, Lewis Williams, and Joseph L. Williams—76. 


So this braneh of the amendment as amended 
was agreed to. 

The CHAIR announced the question to be on the 
fifth branch of the amendment as amended in the 
following words, viz: 


‘‘ Provided, also, That their notes at all times sha’! 
be redeemable by specie, or on failure thereof their 
charters shall bs forfeited.” 

The question was taken on the adoption of this 
branch, and agreed to—yeas 101, nays 73, as fol- 
lows; 

YEAS—Messrs. Judson Allen, Hagh J. Anderson, Atherton, 
Banks, Beatty, Beirne. Black, Blackwell, Boyd, 8. H. Butler, 
William O. Butler, Bynum, Carr, Carroll, Casey, Chapman, 
Clifford, Connor, Maik A. Cooper, Craig, Crary, Cross, Dana, 
Davee, J, Davis, Doan, Duncan, Ear!, Eastman, Ely, Fine, Fish- 
er, Floyd, Fornance, Galbraith, Gerry, Hammond, Hand, John 
Hastings, Hawkins, Hill of North Carolina, Hillen, Holieman, 
Hook, Hubbard, Jackson, Jameson, Joseph Johnson, Cave 
Johnson, Nathaniel Tones, Joho W. Jones, Keim, Kemble 
Kille, Leadbetter, Leet, Leonard, Lucas, McClellan, McCulloch, 
McKay, Marchand, Miller, Montgomery, Samuel W. Morris, 
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Newhard, Ogie, Parrish, Parmenter Paynter, Prentiss, 
Rayner, Reynolds, Rives, Robinson, Edward Rogers, James Ro. 
gers, Ryall, Samuels, Shaw, John Smith, Thomas Smith, Stark- 
weather, Steenrod, Strong, Sumter, a Taylor, Jacob 
Thompson, Turney, Vanderpoel, David D. anes, atter- 
-_ en Wick, Jared W. Williams, Henry Wilhams, and 

or\hington— 101, 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, John W. Allen, Andrewa, Baker, 
Barnard, Bell, Botts, Briggs, Broczkway, Calhoun, Carter, China, 
Clark, Wm. R. Cooper, Crabb, Cranston, Crocke E. Davies, 
G. Davis,Dawson, Deberry, Dennis, Dellet, Edwards, Evans, Eve- 
rett, James Garland, Goggin, Graham, Green, Griffin, Grinnell, 
Habersham, Hawes, Henry, Hill of Virginia, Hoffman, Hunt, 
James, Jentter, Charles Johnston, William Cost Juhoson, King, 
Lincoln, McCarty, Monroe, Morgan, Naylor, Osborne, Palen, 
Peck, Pope, Reed, Ridgway, Russell, Saltonstall, Sergeant, 8i- 
monton, Slade, Truman Smith, Swart, Francis Thom Wad. 
dy Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Triplett, Trumbull, Peter 
J. Wagner, Edward D. White, John White, Thomas W. Wil- 
liams, and Lewis Williams—73. 

S» this branch of the amendment was agreed to. 

The question was then taken on the sixth mem- 
ber of the said amendment, being the proviso, that, 
in case the said banks should refuse to pay specie 
on demand, persons so concerned should have re- 
medy by judgment and execution at law, on ten 
days’ notice, before any justice of the peace of 
said District. 

Mr. HOLLEMAN hoped the yeas and nays 
would be dispensed with. They had already been 
taken on these various propositions. 

Mr. MORGAN hoped that the decision which 
had been made would be carried out. 

The CHAIR said that, by general consent, the 
yeas and nays might be dispensed with. 

Mr. OGLE objected. 

And the question being taken on the above 
amendment, the vote stood—yeas 83, nays 70, as 
follows: 

NAYS--Messrs. Judson Allen, Hugh J. Anderson, Atherton, 
Beaity, Black, Blackwe!l, Boyd, albert G. Brown, Burke, 
William O. Butler, Bynum, Carr, Casey, Chapman, Clifford, 
Conner, Mark A. Cooper, Wm. R. Cooper, Crabb, Craig, 
Crary, Dana, John Davis, Doan, Earl, Eastman, Ely, Fine, 
Floyd, Gerry, Hand, Joho Hastings, Hawkins, Hill of North 
Carolina, Hillen, Holleman, Hook, Hubbard, Jackson, Jame- 
son, Joseph Johnson, Cave Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, John W. 
Jones, Keim, Kille, Leadbetter, Leet, Lucas, McClellan, Me- 
Culloch, Mallory, Marehand, Miller, Montgomery, Samuel W. 
Morris, Newhard, Parrish, Parmenter, Parris, Paynter, Pren- 
tiss, Reynolds, Rives, Robinson, Edward Rogers, Jas. ers, 
Ryali, Samuels, Shaw, John Sinith, Thos, Smith, Starkweather, 
Steenrod, Strong, Sumter, Swearingen, Taylor, Jacob Thomp- 
son, Turney, Vanderpoel, David D. Wagener, Watterson, 
Weller, Wick, Jared W. Williams, aud Henry Williama--88. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Andrews, Banke, Baker, Burnard, 
Bell, Botts, Briggs, Brockway, Calhoun, Carter, Chinn, Clark, 
Cranston, Crockett, Cross, Edward Davies, Garret Davis, 
Dawson, Deberry. Dennis, Edwards, Evans, Everett, Galbraith, 
James Garland, Gates, Goggin, Graham, Graves, Green, Grif- 
fin,Grinnell, Habersham, Hawes, Henry, Hill of Virginia, Hoff. 
man, Hunt, James, Jenifer, Charles Johnston, Kemble, 
Kempshall, King, Liucoln, Monree, Morgan, Ogle, Pa- 
len, Peck, Petrikin, Pope, Randolph, Rayner, Reed, Ridg- 
way, Russell, Saltonstall, Sergeant, Simonton, Truman #mith, 
Stuart, Francis Thomas, Tillinghast, Toland, Peter J. wie 
ner, Edward D. White, Thomas W. Williams, Lewis Wil- 
liams, and Joseph L. Williams—70. 

So the last branch was agreed to. 

And the question next recurring was on order- 
ing the amendments to be engrossed, and the bill to 
a third reading. 

Mr. TILLINGHAST sent the following amend- 
ment to the Clerk’s table. It was read for infor- 
mation, but declared out of order, the previous 
question having been ordered: 

‘‘Provided, however, That the new provisions, 
penalli-s, and forfeitures herein enacted, in relation 
to the payment of specie on notes and obligations 
of said banks now outstanding, shall be in force 
from and after the first day of October next, and 
not before; but, in the mean time, the said banks 
sha!l be, in all respects, subject to the existing 
laws, and to all the other previsions of their respec- 
live charters, providing remedies in case of the 
non-performance of any contract or obligation.” 

So the question again recurring on ordering the 
amendments— : 

« Mr. CUSHING asked to be excused from voting, 
‘and proceeded to assign his reasons why he couid 
not vote either on one side or the other. 

In doing so, he was interrupted by Messrs. 
CLIFFORD, VANDERPOEL, and TURNEY, 
on the ground that he was making an argument, 
and not assizning brief verbal reasons as prescribed 
by the rule. fe). ‘ 

Mr. C. insisted on his privilege. Some little 
confusion followed on the question of order. — 

And the CHAIR had just expressed the opinion 
that Mr. Cusnine was going to the extreme of his 
privilege—that the Caair had not thus far, hows 
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ever, felt constrained to interpose, but hoped tha 
the gentleman would not extend his remarks, 
When several gentlemen having given notice 
that it was now half past two o’clock, 
The House took its usual recess. 


EVENING SESSION. 

After the recess the House met, and the pending 
question being whether Mr. Cusninc was or was 
not in order in the remarks he had made just before 
the’recess— 

Mr. CLIFFORD insisted that the Chair should 

ronounce its decision. 

The CHAIR, (occupied temporarily by Mr. 
Bricos, after some conversation, decided Mr. Cusa- 
ina to have been out of order. 

Whereupon Mr. CLIFFORD objected to Mr. 
Cosuine proceeding without leave of the Honse. 

Mr. CUSHING took an appeal; but, aftera good 
deal of desultory conversation, consented to with- 
draw his ap eal, and to forego his intention of pro- 
ceeding further in his remarks. 

The question then recurring on the engrossment 
of the bill and amendments for a third reading— 

Mr. CHINN moved acall of the House; but 
the previous question having been ordered, the 
Crain decided the motion not to be in order. 

The amendments having, at the request of Mr. 
Apvams, been again read, 

Mr. LINN BOYD moved to lay the bill and 
amendments on the table; but afterwards withdrew 
the motion. 

Mr. LINCOLN took an appeal from the Cnatr's 
decision that a call was not in order; but after a 
discussion on order, the decision of the Cuan was 
sustained—yeas 105, nays 34. 

The question on the third reading of the bill 
again recurring, it was decided by yeas and nays— 
yeas 69, nays 90, as follows: 

YEAS—Mesers. Judson Allen, Hugh J. Anderson, Beatty, 
Beirne, Bell, Blackwell, Carter, Chapman, Chinn, Crabb, Craig, 
Crary, Davies, John Davis, Duncan, Earl, Ely, Everett, Fine, 
Fornance, Galbraith, James Garland, Griffin, Grinnell, Hand, 
Joho Hastings, Hawes, Hoffman, Hook, Hunt, Jackson, James, 
Charles Johnston, Keinble, Leadbetter, Leet, McCarty, McCul- 
loch, McKay, Marvin, Montanya, Naylor, Newhard, Parrish, 
Petrikin, Pope, Prentiss, Ridgway, Rives, Robinson,Edward Ro- 
gers, Russell, Saltonstall, Sergeant, Slade, Albert Smith, John 
Smith, Truman Smith, Thomas Smith, Strong, Swearingen, 
Francis Thomas, Tillinghast, Triplett, Trumbull, Vanderpoel, 
Wagener, Wagner, and Thomas W. Williains—69. 

NAYS—Mesars. Adams, John W. Allen, Andrewa, Ather- 
ton, Banks, Baker, Biddle, Boyd, Briggs, A. G. Brown, Burke, 
Calhoun, Campbell, Carr, Carroll, Casey, Clifford, Connor, 
Mark A. Cooper, William R. Cooper, Cranston, Crockett, Cross, 


Dawaen, Deberry, Dennis, Dellet, Doan, Dromgoole, Eastman, 
Edwards, Fisher, Fioyd, Gates, Gentry, Gerry, Goggin, Green, 


lHiawking, Henry, Hiilen, Holleman, Hopkins, Jameson, Jenifer, 
Joseph Johnson,Cave Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, John W. Jones, 
Keim, Kempshall, Kille, King, Lincoln, Lucas, McClellan, Mal- 


lory, Marchand, Mason, Miller, Movcan, 8. W. Morris, Osborne, 
Palen, Parmenter, Parris, Payntec, Peck, Ramsey. Rariden, 
Reynolds, Ryall, Samuels, Shaw, Simonton, Starkweather, 
Steenrod, Stuart, Sumter, Taylor, Waddy Thompson, Jacob 
Thompson, Tarney, Underwood, Weller, John White, Wick, 
Henry Williams, Joseph L. Williams, and John T. H. Worth- 
ington—90. : X 

So the bill was rejected. 

Mr. W. C. JOHNSON asked leave to introduce 
a bill from the Committee for the District, to con- 
tinue the corporate existence of the banks in the 
District of Columbia. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi objecied. 

Mr. JOHNSON moved for the suspension of 
the rules, and demanded the yeas and nays. 

Mr. KEIM moved to lay this motion on the ta- 
bie; but soon after withdrew the motion. 

The question then recurring on suspending the 
rules, it was decided by yeas 94 and nays 86, as 
follows: 


YEAS—Measrs. Adams, Alford, John W. Allen, Andrews, 
Baker, Beirne, Bell, Botts, Briggs, Brockway, Calhoun, Wil- 
liam B. Campbell, Carroll, Carter, Chapman, Chinn, Chitten- 
den, Clark, Crabb, Cranston, Crary, Crockett, Cross, Cushing, 
Edward Davies, Dawson, Deberry, Dennis, Del'et, Edwards, 
Everett, Fisher, James Garland, Gates, Gentry, Goggin, Gra- 
ham, Greea, Griffin, Grinnell, William 8. Hastings, Hawes, 
Henry, Hoffman, Hopkins, Hunt, James, Jenifer, Charles 
Johnston, Williaa Cost Johkson, Kempshall, King, Lincoln, 
McCarty, Mallory, Marvin, Mason, Monroe, Morgan, Naylor, 
Ogle, Osborne, Palen, Peck, Pope, Randolph, Rariden, iow 
ner, Reed. Ridgway, Robinsen, Edward Rogers, Russell, Sal- 
tonsiall, Sergeant, Shepard, Simonton, Slade, Truman Smith, 


- Stuart, Taliaferro, Francis Thomas, Tillinghast, Toland, Trip- 


lett, Trumbull, Underwood, Peter J. Wagner, John White, 
Thomas W. Williams, Lewia Williams, Joseph L. Williams, 
Chctorepher H. Wilhams, and Worthington—4 

NAYS —Mesasre. Hugh J. Anderson, Atherton, Banks, Beatty, 
Black, Blackwell, Boyd, Albert G. Brown, Burke, William O. 
Butler, Carr, Casey, Clifford, Connor, Mark A. Cooper, William 
R. Cooper, Craig, Dana, Davee, John Davis, Doan, Drom. 
geole, Beaten, Earl, Eastman, Ely, Fine, Floyd, Fornance, 
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Galbraith, Gerry, Hammond, Hand, John Hastings, Hawkins, 
Hillof North Carolina, Hillen, Holleman, Hook, Hubbard, 
Jackson, Jameson, Joserh Johnson, Cave Johnson, Nathaniel 
Jones, John W. Jones, Keim, Kemble, Kille, Leadbetter, Lucae, 
McClellan, McKay, Marchand, Miller, Montanya, Monigomery, 
Samuel W. Morris, Newhard, Parrish, Parmenter, Parris, 
Paynter, Petrikin, Prentiss, Ramsey, Reynolds, Rives, Ryall, 
Samuels, Shaw, Albert Smith, John Smith, Thomas Smith, 
Surk weather, Steenrod, Strong, Sumter, Taylor, Jacob Thomp- 
sen, Turney. David D. Wagener, Weller, Wick, Jared W. Wil- 
liams, and Henry Williams—86. 

There not being two thirds, the rules were not 
suspended. 

Mr. HOLLEMAN wished to make a statement. 

Mr. PROFFIT objected. 

Mr. HOLLEMAN moved to suspend the rules 
to introduce a new bill ex'ending the charter of the 
banks for two years, for the sole purpose of wind- 
ing up their affairs, and restricting the banks from 
doing any thing else. 

The question being put, the yeas and nays stood 
as follows—yeas 155, nays 18. 

So the rules were suspended. 

Mr. HOLLEMAN having slightly modified his 
bill, it was read the first time, as follows: 

A BILL to continue the corporate existence of the 
banks in the District of Columbia for certain 
purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Sena/e and House of Represen- 
tatives, &c. That the provisions, restrictions, and 
enac!ments of the act of Congress of the 25th May, 
1838, entitled “tan act to exiend the charter of the 
Union Bank of Georgetown, in the District of Co- 
lumbia,” be, and the same are hereby extended to 
the Farmers’ and Mechanics’ Bank of Georgetown, 
the Bank of the Metropolis, the Bank of Washing- 
ton, the Patriotic Bank of Washington; the Bank of 
the Potomac and the Farmers’ Bank of Alex- 
andria; Provided, That whenever in the origi- 
nal act the Ist of July, 1838, occurs, it 
shall be so construed as to mean the 4th of July 
1840; and whenever the Ist of July, 1842, occurs, 
it shall be construed to mean the 4th of July, 1844. 


Mr. ADAMS inquired whether it made no dis- 
tinction in favor of the Patriotic Bank, which never 
had susdended specie payments? 

Mr. HOLLEMAN replied that it did not. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD gave notice of his intention 
to offer the following amendment in case the bill of 
Mr. Hotteman should not meet with favor: 


** That the several acts of Congress creating and 
granting charters’to the several banks in the District 
of Columbia which were in force on the Ist day of 
July, 1840, be, and the same are hereby, continued 
in full force for the term of two years from and 
after the 4th day of July, 1840: Provided, however, 
hat no one of the existing banks shall declare or 
inake any dividend of its profiis among its stock- 
holders (uring the time it fails to pay specie for i's 
notes: And provided, further, That ail the profits 
hereafter made by auy one of the said banks over 
and above six per cent. upon its capital, clear of 
expenses, shall be paid over to the corporate au- 
thorities of the city in which such bank is located: 
And provided, further, That said banks shall seve- 
rally resame the payment of specie for their notes 
thrown into circulation, within ninety days from 
the said 4th of July,1 840.” 


Mr. McKAY proposed another scheme. Its 
general outline was to continue the corporate ex- 
istence of the banks to the Ist of January next, they 
not to exceed their present amount of discounts 
previous to that ume, and after then to make no 
new loans, and after the 4th of March to emit no 
bills. 

Mr. THOMAS suggested sundry objections to 
Mr. Hotteman’s bili, and saggested the adoption 
of a bill exactly similar to that under which the a* 
fairs of the Union Bank of Georgetown were wound 


up. 

Mr. HOLLEMAN, a‘tera brief reply, moved 
the previous question. 

The call was seconded, 80 to 61, pu', and car- 
ried, 

And the question being on the second reading of 
the bill 

Mr. UNDERWOOD moved to strike out all 
afier the enacting clause, and insert the substitute 
quoted above. 
_Mr. CLIFFORD demanded the previous ques- 
tion. 





rr neta, 


But the House refused to second the Call—ayes 
67, noes 68. 

Mr. THOMAS then moved to amend the amen 
ment of Mr. Unperwoop, by inserting the bil! for 
winding up the affairs of the Union Bank of 
Georgetown, the names and dates alone bej 
altered, suggesting that it would be best at once io 
make a finalsettiement of the whole question, 

Mr. DAWSON protested against the who's 
proceeding, and contended that it was nothing by 
an indirect mode of destroying the State banks. He 
concluded by moving a reference of the whole 
subject to a select committee. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL replied with much warmth 
and sincerity. His remarks will be given in fy}; 
hereafter. 

Mr. W. C. JOHNSON addressed the House 4; 
length, giving his reasons why he could not vote fo, 
either of the amendments. He concluded by de. 
manding the previous question; but, finding’ \hat 
this would cat off Mr. Dawson's motion to commit 
withdrew it. . 

Mr. VANDERPOEL replied to Mr. Dawsox 
with much warmth. 

Mr. HOPKINS of Virginia obtained the floor 
but yielded it temporarily at the request ef 

Mr. UNDERWOOD, who slightly modified hi; 
amendment. 

Mr. HOLLEMAN gave notice that, having ex. 
amined the substitute proposed by Mr. Tuomas, he 
entirely approved of it, and would, in conse 
quence, withdraw the amendment he had before 
proposed. 

Mr. ADAMS remonstrated on putting the spe- 
cie-paying and non-specie paying banks on the 
same footing. 

Mr. DAWSON withdrew his motion to commit 
to a select committee. 

Mr. LIOPKINS then made a speech warmly re- 
monstrating against the destruction of the District 
banks, and thereby oppressing and raining persons 
who were unrepresented and without remedy. 

Mr. WELLER of Ohio obtained the floor, but 
yielded to a motion by Mr. Perrixin for an ad- 
journment. 

Mr. MORGAN demanded the yeas and nays, 
which, being taken, resulted as follows—yeas 83, 
nays 73. 

So the House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Fripay, July 3, 1840. 

The Senate was calied to order by the Seeretary, 
and immediately proceeded to ballot for a President 
pro tempore. 

hag ballots having been counted, it appeared 
that 

The whole number of votes given was - 29 

Of which Mr. Kine received = - - 23 

Scattering, - . . - 6 

Mr. Kine, having received a majority of the 
whole number of votes given, was declared duly 
elected President of the Senate pro tem. 

Mr. Catnoon and Mr. Kxiaut having conducted 
Mr. Kina to the chair, he addressed the Senate as 
follows: 

Gentlemen of the Senate: Observation and expe- 
rience have convinced me that, so long as this body 
continues to be distinguished, as heretofore, by or- 
der and regularity in its proceedings, and by deco- 
rum in debate, the presiding officer will have no 
difficult task to perform. Under these impressions, 
I enter upon the d'scharge of the duties you have 
been kind euough to devolve on me. I shall en- 
deavor as far as possible to discharge these duties 
faithfully; | know that I will discharge them ho- 
nestly. My earnest desire is to do justice to all, 
and preserve order, should it ever be unfortunately 
departed from; bat I shall endeavor to preserve it 
in a manner least offensive to any individual mem- 
ber. Should I at any time fall into error, these er- 
rors will, I trust, meet with the kind indulgence of 
the Senate, and that [ shall constantly receive the 
aid and assistance of every honorable Senator, in 
the discharge of the duties to which [ am called. 
Should I receive that, I have no donbt that they 
will be discharged satisfactorily. I tender you my 
sincere thanks for the honor you have conferred 
upon me. 
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Wa ker, Lompekin, Prerce, Situ of Indiana, and HUBBARD, participated, was ordered to be en- 


The CHAIR submitted a report from the Secre- 
tary of State, transmitting a statement of the num- 
per and designation of passengers arriving in each 
collection district of the United States, from foreign 
countries, during the last year. 

On motion by Mr. PIERCE, the report of the 
Committee on Pensions, in the case of Wilfred 
Knott, was recommitted to said committee. 

The resolution submitted by Mr. Rocaies on 
Wednesday, requesting the President of the United 
States to communicate a copy of the British report 
and survey on the subject of the Northeastern 
poundary, was taken up for consideration. 

Mr. BUCHANAN hoped that the Senator who 
introduced this resolution would permit it to lie 
over until Monday. In the mean time he would 

recure the map and document from the committee 
on Foreign Relations of the House, to which it had 
been transmitted after examination by the commit- 
tee of the Senate, when it would be accessible to 
the Senator from Maine and every other Senator 
of the body. The delicacy of adopting the reselu- 
tion consisted in this: whether we should publish 
in this country, aad by the order of this body, a do- 
coment which had been transmitted to the Execu- 
tive of this country from a feeling of courtesy by 
the British Government, before it had been pub- 
lished or even trarsmitted to Parliament by that 
Government. 

Mr. RUGGLES said he did not ask the adoption 
of this resolution for his own gratification, but he 
considered it a matter of vital impcrtance to bis 
Siate,and one on which they had a right to have all 
the information in our power to give. 

Mr. BUC:tiANAN replied that it was no secret 
communication at all; but it was a document which 
the British Government said that they had not yet 
laid before Parliament, nor taken any action upon; 
and it was communicated to us in that way simply 
as an act of courtesy. He did not know that there 
would be any great objection to ‘aying it be- 
fire the Senate; but he spoke with knowledge 
when he said that many times, and oft, the 
Government cf the United States had been pre- 
vented from receiving impuitint informat«n 
from its agents abroad, because of the know- 
lede that it would be made pubiic. Now in this 
case he would communicate this document to the 
geatleman with the greatest pleasure; it had already 
been communicated to the committee of the other 
House, and he should have every opportunity to 


_ examine it. Mr. B. hoped thatthe resolution would 


be laid on the table until Monday. 
Mr. ALLEN said there was a manifest im- 


3 propriety im adopting this resolution, especially as 
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the action of the Senate, even so far, on this map 
and report, would give them a sort of sanction 
which ought not to be given them, while it was 
koown that they had not been accepted by the 
British Government, ani no intimation had been 
given that they would be adhered to. Mr. A. 
therefore moved to lay the resolution finally on the 
table; buat, on its being observed that Mr. Bucna- 
NaN had left the Senate, and might wish to say 
something further onthe subject on Monday, Mr. 
A. withdrew his motion, and, 

Mr. RUGGLES assenting, the resolution was 
accordingly laid on the table until Monday. 

‘The resolution submitted some days since by 
Mr. Wankea, for the appointment of a select com- 
mitiee to take into consideration the propriety of 
appointing Reporters for the Senate, was taken up. 

Mr. WALKER said that, since offering this Re- 
solution, he had obtained some information as re- 
gards reporting in the French Chamber of Depu- 
ties, and more especially as regards the British Par- 
liament. He found that the cost of each Reporter 
varied from five to about eight guineas a week, and 
consequently the cost would be much less than he 
had supposed when he last addressed the Senate. 
He had no doubt that the services of competent 
reporters could be obtained at a cost not exceeding 
the per diem of a member of Congress for each, 
and that four of them would be enough to make 
fal! reports of the debates. He thought it would 
do no hari, at ai] events, to refer tnis inquiry to a 
select commitiee, and he hope that no objection 
would be made to thatc urse. 

The resolution was agreed to, and Messrs. 


Hontincron were appointed the committee. 
MEETING Of CONGRESS. 

The joint resolution submitted by Mr. Norvett, 
fixing the day for the meeting of the next session 
of Congress, being taken up, 

Mr. NORVELL said that he had asked leave, 
some time ago, to introduce this bill. The subject 
of ageneral revision of the tariff would come up 
at the next session of Congress. The session would, 
he apprehended, be too short to enab'e us to act 
upon such an important measure with sufficient 
maturity of judgment and deliberation to secure 
the establishment of a system of duties and im- 
posts satisfactory to all parts of the Union, and re- 
conciling the revenue purposes of a tariff with the 
individual protection which may be afforded by it 
to manufactures reqniring protection. It was un- 
der these impressions that he had submitted the 
bill: but he knew that sectional objections existed 
te anearlier meeting of Congrexs than the first 
Monday of December. Southern gentlemen (cot- 
ton planters) were unwilling to leave their homes 
in the midst of gathering in their trops. He 
should, therefore, not press the passage of the bill. 

Mr. CALHOUN said,asa Southern planter, it 
would be exceedingly inconvenient for hii to come 
here earlier than December. Every persun ac- 
quainted with their business knows that the month 
of October and ear'y part of November are te bu- 
sest portion of the year to the cotton planter. 
From the lateness of the period at which Congress 
would adjourn, the recess, even under the present 
arrangement, would be necessarily a brief one. He 
hoped, therefore, that the Senator from Michigan 
would consent that this resolution should he laid 
upon the table; which was accordingly done. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

The bill to establish and regulate the navy ra- 
tion was taken up asin commitiee of the whole 
and after being explained by Mr. WILLIAMS, 
was ordered to be engrossed jor a third reading. 


The bill for the relief of Hugh Stewart was ta- 
ken up as in committee of the whole, and after 
being explained by Mr. HUBBARD, was ordered 
to be engrossed fora third reading. 

The bill authorizing the inhabitants of fractional 
township ten south, of range one easi, in the State 
of Arkausas, to enter one half section of Jand for 
school purposes, after some explanation by Mr. 
FULTON, was ordered to be engrossed. 

The bill for the relief of Don Carlos Dehault 
Delassus, late Spanish Lieutenant Governor of the 
fort and district of Baton Rouge, in West Florida, 
was, on motion of Mr. NORVELL, indefinitely 
postponed, 

Toe bill relative to the transportation of the mail 
in steamboats, was explained by Mr. ROBINSON, 
and ordered to be engrossed. 

The biil for the relief of James Herron wasex- 
plained by Mr. STRANGE, and ordered to be en- 
gressed, 


The act from the House fer the relief of Captain 
John Downes, after being exp'ained by Mr. HUB- 
BARD, was ordered to a third reading. 


On motion of Mr. HUBBARD, the act from the 
House for the relief of John Mitchell and B. F. 
Fox was taken up, and after explanation by Mr. 
H. was ordered to a third reading. 

An act from the House to annex a certain tract 
of land to the Coosa land district, was ordered toa 
third reading. 

An act from the House allowing further time to 
the trustees of Centre College to dispose of the land 
heretofore granted to the deaf and damb asylum in 
the State of Kentucky, wastaken up, and after be- 
ing explained by Mr. WALKER, was ordered to 
a third reading. 

Ano act from the House granting a section of 
land fur the use of schools in St. Clair county, 
State of Iiliacis, was considered as in committee 
of the whole, and ordered to a third reading. 

An act from the House granting two townships 
of land for the use of the University ia the Terriio- 
ry of lowa, was taken up, and explained by Messrs. 
WALKER AND NOKVELL, and, afiera dis- 
cussion, in which Messrs. FULTON, SYRANGE, 
DAVIS, CALHOUN, CLAY of Alabama, and 


| grossed for a third reading. 
COLLECTION OF THE REVENUE. 


| 

| ‘The Senate resumed the consideration of the bill 

| to ensure the more faithfal execution of the laws in 

| the collection of duties on imports, the question 
| still being on Mr, Hontincron’s amendment, de- 
claring any witness incompetent who should have 
| any interest in the cause similar to that of the par- 
| ty for whom he might testify, which was discussed 

at leneth by Messrs. HUNTINGTON, WRIGHT, 
| and HENDERSON. 
| DISTRICT BANKS. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama asked that a bill now on 
| the Secretary’s table to prolong the corporate ex- 
' istence of the banks of the District, should be ta- 
| ken up. 
| The CHAIR suggested that there was a bill al- 
| ready before the Senate which must be first dis- 
| posed of, 
| Mr. WRIGHT said if the object was merely to 
|| refer the bill to a committee, he would not object; 
| but if it was to interfere with the bill on the collec- 
| tion of the revenne, he was against it. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama said that if the bill was 

| notacted on to-day, there would be no use in pass- 

| ing it, as the charters of the banks would expire 
by limitation at 12 o’clock to-night. He would 
therefore move to lay the bill now before the Se- 

| nate on the table; which was agreed to—ayes 23, 
nays 11, as follows: 

|  YEAS—Messrs. Clay of Alabama, Clay of 
| Kentucky, Clayton, Davis, Dixon, Falton, Hen- 
| derson, Huntington, King, Knight, Mouton, Nicho- 
| las, Phelps, Porter, Prentiss, Roane, Ruggles, 
| Smith of Indiana, Southard, Strange, Sturgeor, 
| White, andYoung—23. 

_ NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Calhoun, Hub- 
bard, Lumpkin, Norvell, Robinson, Smith of Con- 
vecticat, Tappan, Walker, and Wright—11. 

The bill was then taken up, read a first time, 
and ordered to a second reading. 

| Mr. CLAY of Alabama said it was very clear 

| to his mind, that it was due to the people of this 

| District that some bill of the kind sheuld be passed. 
| The Senate had already passed one bill that had 
| been rejected in the other House, and this one, more 
| severe in its restrictious on the banks,had been sent 
| in its stead. Asthis was the day in which thecharters 

of these institutions expired,and the lastday on which 
| the legislation of Congress could be of any effectual 
| service to them, he hoped there would be no ob- 
jection to passing the bill through atonce. He 
therefore moved that it have its second reading 
now. 

Mr. WRIGHT observed that it would require 
| the unanimous consent of the Senate. 

Mr. ALLEN objected. He could not give his 
consent to the charter of suspended banks. He was 
unwilling to legalize their violations of the laws. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama asked if the rale could 

| not be suspended. t 

| Mr. CLAY of Kentucky said there was one way, 

| and that was, to suspend the rule (which he maintain- 

/ed was no more than a rule) which required 

_ one day’- notice for a resolution to alter the rules; 

and he would submit it to the Senator from Ala- 

| bama whether he was not warranted in this case 
| in resorting to that expedient. 

| Mr. CLAY of Alabama said the Senator from 
Kentucky misunderstood him if he supposed that 

| he had any especial charge of this business. He 
| thought it however very extraordinary that any in- 
| dividual member could defeat an important mea- 
| sure, and he would accordingly move to suspend 
| the rule. 

Mr. ALLEN was understood to ask if that mo- 

| tion was in order. 

| ‘The PRESIDENT decided that in his opinion it 

| was notin order. He thought any rule could not 
be suspended without one day’s notice. 

Mr. WALKER said that in no case had the rule 
ever been suspended but by unanimous consent. 
The Senator from Missouti would recollect a 
case in the session of 1832-3 in which he (Mr. W.) 
and that Senator were much interested in getting a 
bill through the Senate in order that it might be 
sent to the President that day, and the rule was en- 
porced on them. He recollected that it was ob- 
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jected to by one Senator (a Senator from North 
Carolina, not now a member of the Senate) and he 
then attempted to make the same motion that is 
now pending, but was ruled to be out of order. 
Finally, upos an appeal made by the Senator from 
Mixsoari to the Senator from North Carolina, the 
cbjeqion was withdrawn. It was in that way, and 
that way only, that the bill was brought before the 
Senate. Not a member of the Senate hazarded the 
opinion that the object could be reached by appeal- 
ing from the decision of the Caair. 

The PRESIDENT read the rale requiring that 
each bill should receive three several readings, and 


on three different days, unless by the unanimous | 


consent of the Senate. It was also, he said, the 
opinion of the Cuairn that a motion to suspend a 
rule n ost lie over, though the contrary, he admit- 
ted, was not without precedent. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentocky maintained that, by the 
Constitution, each House had power to make its 
own rales, and that none of these rales could at any 
time be beyond the power of the body. 

The PRESIDENT said that, in the present case, 
he had decided that it was so. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentncky said, if the Crair de- 
cided that it was notin the immediate power of the 
Senate to change any one of its rules, he now, 
though with great reluctance, appealed to the Se- 
nate from that decision. 

Mr. C. after some farther remarks, subsequently 
wrote down his appeal, stating, in substance, that 
the Senator from Alabama [Mr. Cray} moved to 
suspend the rule which was thought to require a 
day’s notice of any alteration in the rules, and a'so 
to suspend that further ru'e which required the 
three readings of a bill on three different days, un- 
less by unanimous consent; that the Cuair decided 
that this motion was not in order; and on this deci- 
sion the Senator from Kentucky [Mr. Cray] took 
ab appeal. 

Mr. WRIGHT had no strong feeling on the sub- 
ject before them. He did not desire to be captious 
in legislation; but he wished the Senate to look at 
the situation in which it was placed. A new bill, 
and one complicated in its provisions, came from 
the House of Representatives, adopting former legis- 
lation as a part of its substance; and what were they 
told?) Why, that that bill was to become one ef the 
Jaws of the United States this day, or the most se- 
rious consequences, which gentlemen feelingly por- 
trayed, musi ensue. Nuw he would ask gentiemen 
in the spirit of candor, if it was expected or be- 
l.eved that a bill of this kind could take its second 
reading, pass into committee of the whole, be dis- 

cussed, amended, ordered to a third reading, (and 
Jet it be remembered that when it comes to a third 
reading the same difficulty will occur as now) and 
go back to the other House, be enrolled, sent to the 
President of the United States, and returned by him 
with his signature, all in one day?) Had any Sena- 
tor believed that all this could be preformed be- 
tween this time and twe.ve o’elock to-night, in the 
face of a fair, intelligent, and determined, though 
not a captious opposition? He could not believe 
it, and se begged the Sena.: not to wipe out iis 
rules with such little promise of utility. He knew 
that many members of the Senate were anxious, 
and honest!y so, for the passage of the bill. For 
himself, he differed with them, HK» did not believe 
in the abatement of sui's when the clock strikes 
twelve to-night. He appealed to the Senate to say 
whether it was worth while to try to run these bills 
through in so hurried a manner. We know 
and see, continued Mr. W. that it cannot be 
run through unresisted, There was an opposition, 
though small, here, to a certain class ot these in- 
stituuons, but there was none to a different class 
of them. In reference to sucha law as wou'd 
save ail the rights of these corporations, and enabje 
them to wind up their affairs, he knew there would 
be no opposition to it. But in opposition to that 
legislation which would continue to them the power 
to discount upon irredeemable paper, there was a 
small but determined minority. He believed they 
could not make that bill a law to-night, if they 
were to wipe out every rule of the Senate; and a 
failure of one minute to them would be as fatal as 
the failure of a month. Then, said Mr. W. jet us 
look at this matter coolly. Let us act on it asa 






legislative body should—act liberally and rightfully, 
but let us act with due deliberation. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama said he wished to sub- 
mit a few remarks in reply to the Senator from 
New York. In regard to the effect on these corpo- 
rations, if they are not renewed, every lawyer must 
be familiar with it. Are these like natural per- 
sons? No. They are created to exist fora ceriain 
period, and that existence, by limitation, termi- 
nates on to-morrow. How then can there be any 
doubt that all their powers, as a corporate body, 
will termina‘e with their corporate existence? There 
is no law to extend them for the collection of their 
debts, or any other! purpose whatever. He was 
willing, however, to meet the Senator in that 
spirit of courtesy, for which he was happy to say 
he was distinguished. But did not even that Sena 


tor’s own statement show the necessity for doing | 


something, and he wished to see the sense of the 
Senate taken, whether they were disposed to con- 
tinue their charters for any purpose whatever. If 
restricted to winding up their affairs, be it so; but 
let the sense of the Senate be taken. He had as 
little interest personally in this matter as any other 
Senator. He was not a stockholder in any bank 
of this District, or elsewhere; nor had he any thing 
to grin, or lose, personally, by the result, whatever 
it mizht be. 

Mr. C. said, he was satisfied the prevailing bank- 
ing sysiem was wrong in principle—it required 
rejormation—and on a proper occasion, he woald 
unite with other gentlemen, as far as might be in 
his power, to produce the necessary reform. He 
thought, however, that the present moment—in the 
midst of unusual pressure and embarrassment— 
was wholly inauspicious to any radical reform. 
Ee said, let the difficulties of the present times pass 
by, and our accustomed prosperity return, and he 
would be ready to act. 

Mr. C. said the present bill merely proposed to 
continue the existence of the present banks of the 
District, temporarily—expressly retaining the 
power in Congress to terminate their powers and 
privi'eges, whenever it might be deemed proper. 
Let it pass, and take up the subject, even at the 
next session, it gentlemen thought proper, and Mr. 
C. would acquiesce. But let us not hazard the 
consequences of putting an abrupt termination to 
the existence of all these institutions, at the same 
moment, without even the power to wind up their 
affairs. 

Mr. TAPPAN observed that the appeal taken 
by the Senator from Kentucky was atiempted to 
be supported from the urgency of the case. It 
was said that great injury would be done by ad- 
hering to the letter of the rules of former practice; 
and it was gravely stated here by men who pro- 
fessed to be lawyers, that the suits now pending 
between these several banks and other parties will 
be abated, unless this or some similar bill passes. 
The proposition was here advanced that a suit at 
law, by or against a corporation, legally and pro- 
perly in court, and there pending, would be abated 
by the expiration of the time for which the charter 
was given. Now this was a new proposition, for 
which the gentleman cou'd produce no authority. 
He had produced no instance of such abatement, 
nor could he produce any. The only instance in 
which a suit abates while pending, is by the act of 
the parties; such, for instance, as the marriage of 
a feme covert, when she abates it voluntarily. Bat 
as to corporations, he undertook to say, that suits 
in which they were concerned did not abate, «and 
that the Senator was not sopported by any autho- 
rity insaying that they did. Then if no such con- 
sequence would follow their omission te act upon 
this bill to-day, why did Senators press it 
in this very unusual manner, as even to 
urge upon the body a disregard of its rules? 
Why might not this bill take the usual 
course? Was it of so much importance. that 
these charters should be continued, that the rules 
under which the Senate had been acting for so 
matiy years should be sponged out? There wasa 
maj: rity of the Senate in favor of continuing them, 
and a majority might resuscitate them, if they ex- 
pired w night. He thonght the minority had a 
right to re juire bills to be read three times, on three 
several days, in order that they might not be passed 


without sufficient deliberation; and in this case par. 
ticularly, a Jaw with such complicated Provisions 
should not be hurried through in the manner TO. 
posed. There was no necessity for it, and he hoped 
that it would not be done. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana here called Mr. Tarpay 
to order, for digressing from the question immedi. 
ately before the Senate. 

The PRESIDENT said, the question simp! 
was: “Shall the decision of the Cuair stand as > 
order of the Senate?” This was the simple ques. 
tion to be discussed; but he had not interrupted the 
Senator from Ohio, because other gentlemen had 
taken the same latitude in debate. 

Mr. TAPPAN. Then if we are not to go into 
the why and wherefore we should rescind these 
rules, the whole debate is out of order. Bye; 
man looking at the rules must see that the decision 
of the Crarr is correct. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky wished to make a few 
remarks in reply to the Senator from New Yo 
(Mr. Wricut.] The Senator, whose course in dg. 
bate was always characterized by courtesy and de. 
corum, had not confined himself as closely as he 
usually does to the question before the Senate. What 
we will do with this bill when it is taken up, is q 
question behind and beyond the one now before us, 
What we have to decide is the simple question of 
an appeal from the decision of the Crasr; and he 
begged Senators to notice that that was a question 
between the rales of the Senate and the Constito- 
tion of the United States. The rules of the Senate 
were simply adopted for the government of the 
body. He agreed with the Crair that they were a 
barrier for the protection of the rights of the mi- 
nority; and he was glad to see him and other pre- 
siding officers rallying in defence of the rights of 
the minority. From the circumstances of the case, 
however, one day’s notice could not be given in the 
present instance: the necessity had arisen within 
two hours. He had no doubt whatever of the 
power of the Senate to suspend or alter their rules 
at pleasure, and thought the present one of the 
cases which would justify the exercise of it. 

Mr. CALHOUN earnestly opposed the suspen- 
sion of the rule. It was the most important of 
their rules; and if it was not adhered to, they 
would be left to the mere discretion of the majority, 
for the time being 

Mr. SMITH of Connecticut wonld make but a 
single remark. Much stress has been laid upon 
the power possessed by us to change our rules. 
Now he would like to know what a rule was good 
for if atany moment it could be got rid of by the 
vote ef a majority? What is it worth if at any time 
itcan be wiped out and expunged from oar re- 
cords? We ail know that a majority governs in 
deliberative bodies, and the only protection that a 
minority has from the impulses of the majority, is 
the rules that have been adopted for their govern- 
ment; and ifthese rules are to be subject to the 
will of the majority they are without any defence 
whatever. 

Mr. LINN recollected the case mentioned by the 
Senator from Mississippi, and it was one in which 
he and that gentleman took a deep interest. Mr. 
Mangum of North Carolina objected to the suspen- 
sion of the rules, and he believed there was not an 
individual present who believed that it couldfbe 
done except by unanimous consent. The deep in- 
terest felt in the subject by the people of his State 
indaced him to make an appeal to the Senator 
from North Carolina, which bad the effect of in- 
ducing him to withdraw h's objections. 

Some remarks were here made by the CHAIR 
and Messrs. WRIGHT, CLAY of Kentucky, and 
MOUTON, respecting the form in which the mo- 
tion was put, when Mr. CLAY having modified 
it— 

Mr. WRIGHT said he was willing to test the 
question on the resolution as now submitted by the 
Senator, though it varied from that which he first 
offered. By a rule of the Senate ail moticns must 
he over one day for consideration, unless by una- 
nimous consent the rule is dispensed with. 

Mr. DAVIS said he was as litle disposed as any 
one to needlessly change useful rules, bat he con- 
sidered the present a case of emergency. He though; 
that the Senator from New York had hit the mar, 
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row of the matter in his last remarks. The 26th 
rule says, that resolutions when submitted, mast 
jie one day before they can be acted on. But was 
a mere motion to amend the rales a resolution 
within the meaning of the term, as contended fur by 
the Senator from New York, and as implied by the 
decision of the Crain? He differed in opinion with 
poth the Senators, ayd considered it no more a re- 
solution than the motion to take up a bill or amend 
a bill which is before us, which are made and acted 
on instanter. Holding this opinion, he felt at per- 
fect liberty to vote for suspending the rules. 


Mr. STRANGE said he would vote to support 

the decision of the Cairn. It had been asserted 
that there was no rule bearing upon the motion to 
suspend the rule, requiring any two several read- 
ings of a bill to take place on two several days, ex- 
ceptby unanimous consent. It wasconceded there 
was a rule requiring resolutions to lie over one day 
for consideration; but it was insisted this rule did 
not apply to the present motion, because it is not a 
resolution. The premises are wrong, (said Mr. 
SrrancE,) and therefore the conclusion drawn from 
them is unsupported. Every action of this body is 
aresdlution. Even when you pass a bill, that ac- 
tion, carried out into technical parlance, is, 
“sy it was resolved that the bill do pass.” Resolu- 
tion is, in fact, the only way by which a collective 
bedy can act. If, therefore, the Senate determines 
to suspend a rule, that determination must be ex- 
pressed by resolution. ‘Lhe rule, therefore, that a 
resolution must lie over one day for consideration, 
interposes an insuperable obstacle to its own imme- 
diate reversal or suspension. But the high ground 
is assumed that the Senate derives from the Con- 
stitation power to adopt rules for its own govern- 
ment, and that from the same source it derives the 
power of altering them at pleasure. This is all 
true. But there are principles even above the 
Constitution, of which the Cunstitution can neither 
command nor authorize the violation. The 
great principle of fidelity to a compact so- 
lemniy made by those who have the right to 
make it, is one of these. When we met here 
at the beginning of this session, we adopted the 
rules lying upon our table, which were, in fact, a 
compact entered into by us, each with the other, that 
after that manner business would be conducted; 
and one part of the compact was that these rules 
should not be changed, but upon one day’s notice. 
The Constitution, in authorizing us to make rules, 
gave us the power to form this compact: we have 
made it, and it should be held sacred. 

But it is said a great public necessity exists—a 
pressing crisis; and that all these formal arrange- 
ments must yield to it. Sir, this is a most alarming 
proposal. What are rales worth? They are made 
to check the rashness and injusiice of those who 
might be disposed to indulge them, in a moment of 
power. If they, then, are to judge when a neces- 
sity exists for dispensing with rules, this necessity 
will always be found simultaneously with the con- 
sciousness of their restraining influence. State 
necessity is the plea of tyrants; and it maiters little 
whether tyranny is exercised by one or the many. 
State necessity justified Benaparte, in the height of 
his power, in his own eyes, in dissolving the most 
sacred compact in'o which two human beings can 
enter, His example cannot in this country be fol- 
lowed in the fact, but it can in the principle. I 
hope the Senate will pause ere it sets so dangerous 
an example. By doing so, it “will but teach bloody 
instructions,” which, being taught, will certainly 
“return to plague the inventors.” Gentlemen on 
the other side of the House look forward to the 
triumph of the advocates of power; let us not leave 
behind us a precedent which may justify any in- 
justice with which, in their day of power, they may 
think proper to visit us. I am inclined to favor the 
bill which came from the House; but I cannot 
break down a great principle to accomplish even 
what I think might in itself be useful. 

Mr. WALL said that the question which the Se- 
nate was cailed on to decide, was upon the appeal 
of the Senator from Kentucky [Mr. Cray} from 
the decision of the Cuain. We are not to deter- 
mine what the rule ought to be, but what itis. If 
the Crain has rightly interpreted the rule, his 
decision must be sustained. What is the decision 
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appealed from? That the resolution offered by the 
Senator from Alabama [Mr. Cray] does come 
within the twenty-sixth rule of the Senate, which, 
after specifying particular resolutions, deciares, 
“and all ether resolutions shail lie on the table 
one day for consideration.” It is now said that 
this is not a resolution, but a motion. The whole 
question depends on the accaracy of this distine- 
tion. What is a motion in parliamentary lan- 
guage? A motion applies to the incidental proceed- 
ings of the Senate, under the rules, in its ordinary 
legislative or Senatorial duties. It relates to the con- 
duct of business, adjournments, and other incidental 
matters, regalated by the express rales adopted by 
the Senate or by general parliamentary law. It is 
the act of a member, and may be or may not be 
put to the Senate fur their action. [t may never 
reach the Senate. 

A resolution, however, is the act of the Senate, 
designed, in its inceplion, for its action, and is uni- 
form, as well as the mode by which it acts. In 
page 146 of the rules adopted by the Senate for 
their government, it is said, “facts, principles, and 
their own opinions and purposes, are expressed in 
the form of resolutions.” Tue Senate can only 
act by resolution, or order. When it commands, it 
is called an order. No one can doubt that the 
object of the honorable Senator is to procure the 
Senate to resolve to rescind or suspend the twenty- 
sixth rule. Weadoptrules by resolution; we sus- 
pend or rescind ihemin the same way. ‘The Con- 
stitution declares that “each House may determine 
the rules of its proceedings.” The Senate has de- 
termined its rules; it has determined that it shall 
bea rule of its proceedings that no rule shall be 
changed, no resolution shall be acted on, without 
lying ‘‘on the table one day for consideration,” for 
examination, for deliberatien, for action. It is true 
that we may change the rules, whenever we see 
proper, but we must change them accor 'ing ‘o the 
regulations of the rules which exist. We cannot 
effect 1t by disregarding all the rules whenever we 
see proper to abolish them in any way, and at any 
time, and the majori'y have an object to accom- 
plish, thai cannot be reached in any other way. 

In my opinion, the decision of tae Carr is cor- 
rect. L cannot sustain the appeal. 1 look upon 
this rnie as a conservative ru'e—conservative of the 
rights of the minority, and of the rights of the peo- 
ple. It isa barrier against impulsive legisiation, 
always dangerous, and frequently tyrannical. 
There is no necessity for this precipitate action 
which rides triumphant ‘over all the rales which 
the wisdom or the Seuvate has provided for its deco- 
rum and the best security of the rights of all. The 
banks can tak: care of themselves, even if their 
charters expire, by proper conveyances. 


Mr. WALKER said: The gentlemen who are 
opposed to the decision of the Crair, perceived the 
position in which they were placed, and endeavored 
to escape from it by assuming the ground that the 
question before them was not a resolution. Now, 
he desired to know whether a resolution had not 
been offered by the Senator from Alabama to sus- 
pend one of the rules of the Senate. When that 
resolution should be acted upon, would it not be 
acted upon as a resolution, and when it sheuld be 
entered by the Secretary, wou!d it not be recorded 
as a resolution adopted by the Senate? In what 
other form could it appear upon the journal than 
as a resolution offered by the Senator from Alaba- 
ma and adopted by the Senate? and not only would 
it appear in that form if adopted, but it could ap- 
pear ia no other withont falsifying the journal. 
What is the work in which we are now engaged? 
We are told that we are in the exercise of one of the 
powers given us by the Constitation—that of mak- 
ing rules for the government of our preceedings. 
Now, can the Senate make rules except by resolu- 
tion? Where are all the rules contained in the 
books on our tables? Were they not made by reso- 
lution? If the Senate adopts this resolution, can it 
change it in any other manner than in the form 
in which it is adopted? If the Senate declares 
that such and such shall be the form of its 
proceedings—that a bill shall be read three times 
on three several days before its final passage— 
that is a resolution of the Senate in torm and 
manner prescribed by the Constitution, and we 


cannot change or nullify it except in the same 
manner. Why, sir, let us look atthe conse- 
quences that will follow from adopting the oppo- 
site course. If you can change any one rule of 
the body without a resolution, you can change the 
whole. If youecan rescind one by a resolution, 
you can rescind ail. If you ean suspend one, you 
can suspend all. And, sir, you cannot only change, 
rescind, and suspend the rules, but you can adopt 
new ones, and declare that it is not done by resolu- 
tion. For what purpose is your presiding officer 
placed in his seat?’ It isnot to make or to change 
rules, but to carry into execution such as he finds 
on the record. Well, sir, he finds that one of the 
rules requires that every bill passed by the body 
shall have been read three times on three several 
days; and another rule that requires each resolu- 
tion that is offered to lie one day for consideration, 
neither of which ruies can be dispensed with but by 
the unanimous consent of the body. Can he change 
these rules? If an effort is made to disregard them, 
what must be his decision? He must decide as 
he bas done, for he is placed in the chair for the 
express purpose of carrying out the :ules, and for 
no other. A resolution has been offered by the Se- 
nator from Alabama to change the rule which re- 
quires a bill to be read three times on three several 
days. This the presiding officer finds to be a reso- 
Intion which, under another rule of the Senate, is 
reqnired to lie one day for consideration. Is he 
to carry out that rule, or is he to rescind it? If a 
resolution, adopied by the Senate for the govern- 
ment of its proceedings, can be changed every day 
by a majority of the Senate, then we have not the 
power to adopt the resolution now in foree—and 
gentlemen who contend that the rule mast be disre- 
garded, must also contend that the resolution is a 
violation of the Constitution. ‘The Constitution is 
intended as a safeguard for the rights of the mino- 
rity in many Cases. 


The Constitution cannot be changed but by a 
vote of three-fourths of the States, and one of i's 
provisions, as to the equal representation of all the 
States in the Senate, can be change! only by the 
consent of al! the States. Gentlemen say that the 
rule is despotic and arbitrary, because it takes 
power from the hands of the majority. Sir, the 
Constitution was intended to take power from the 
hands of the majority, in many cases; and the rules 
of the Senate were intended, in this instance, for the 
same purpose; and the very absence of this power 
on the part of the majority, and the very existence 
of this right on the part of the minority, was in- 
tended to preserve the liberty of the country. For 
what purpose was this resolution that we are now 
debating intended? It was intended as a safe- 
guard for the liberty or the people—that the acts of 
Congre:s, Which are to act compulsorily on the 
people of the whole Union, should not be hurried 
through without the necessary deliberation. It was 
intended as a safeguard for the rights and liberties 
of the minority that this tremendous power of 
making laws which are to bind the whole Union, 
should not be exercised in a hurried or impetnous 
manner. It wes intended that the votes of those 
who are to pass these laws should be given not 
only with sufficient deliberation of several days, but 
after a full argument. He was oppored to making 
this change, and pointed out the dangers that would 
result from it just at the close of the sessions of 
Congress, when both Houses were thin and when 
biils of the most exceptionable character could thus 
in afew moments be rushed through both Houses 
of Congress. The rule was a salutary one, and 
should be enforced. Mr. W. said he recollected a 
bill in which he felt the deepest interest and on 
which he made this very motion to suspend the rules. 
Objection was made by a Senator from North Ca- 
rolina, not now in his seat, and was sustained 
by the CHarr, when he reluctantly withdrew 
his motion, believing that the bill was lost, 
Tne Senator from North Carolina, however. 
at the solicitation of his friend from Missouri, 
withdrew his motion, and the bill was suffered to 
be sent to the President for his signatare. Well, 
sir, said Mr. W. learning wisdom by experience, 
on the 13th of October, 1837, I gave notice that I 
would move to suspend the rule, and on the 14th J 
made the motion as follows: ; 
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“ Mr. Wacker submitted the following motion, | 


which was considered by unanimous consent, and 
agreed to: 

“ Resolved, That the sixteenth and seventeenth 
joint rules be suspended for the remainder of the 
present called session. 

“Ordered, That the Secretary request the con- 
currence of the House of Representatives therein.” 

Then, sir, upon that question, there was not one 
single Senator, as far as my knowledge extends, 
who believed that, without unanimous consent, the 
rules conld be changed without the one day's no- 
tice which had been given in that case. The Se- 
nator from Missouri and myself were exceedingly 
anxious that this rule shouid be suspended to per- 
mit that particular bill to be presented to the Pre- 
sident—yet there was not a single Senator that 
had a doubt of the correctness of the decision of the 
Cuair. 

Under these circumstances, I sha!! vote for sus- 
taining the decision of the Cuan. Ii there is a bill 
brought forward to pertnit these corporations to sue 
and be sued, (such a one as was presented by the 
Senator from Ohio,) I will cheerfuily support it. 
If the object is to get up sucha bill, I venture to 
assert that there would be no objection on this side 
of the chamber. 

Mr. WHITE said that the rules of the Senate 
were adopted every session, and the same power 
which advupted, could modify or abrogate them at 
its pleasure. It had been frequentiy asserted in the 
discussion that the rales of the body were des gned 
for the protection of the minority. This he denied. 
The protection thus afforded was only incidental. 
They were framed jor the regulation of our pro- 
ceedings and the gu ance of our presiding officer. 

Mr. ALLEN said that the charters of all these 
banks expired prior to the 4th of July, 1840. On 
the 3ist day of Mav, 1838, the Congress of the 
United States extended their then unexpired charters 
to the 4th of July, 1840, upon three conditions: 
“Provided [reading from the law] that said banks, 
each for itself, shail coaform to the following con- 
ditions.” The third condition was, that they should 
resume specie payments on or before the first day 
of January, 1839, or sooner, if the principal banks 
of Maryland and Virginia should resume before 
that day. This was the condilion precedent, which 
was not fulfilled. ‘Tie banks had expired under 
the limitations of their charters. They could de- 
rive life {rom no other circumstance but by compli- 
ance with the three conditions imposed on them by 
Congress. There was not a lawyer in existence 
who, if asked whether these banks were in legal 
existence, would not be compelled in his conscience 
to answer that they were not. These things had 
passed over, and though the banks were notorious- 
ly in a state of suspension, and the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury had laid on their ta- 
bles the statement of that fact, they came 
before Congress asking for more charters, and to 
legalize their violations of the law. Now if this 
bill was only for the purpose of saving and en- 
furcing the obligations of their debtors, no objec- 
tion would be made on tat side of the chamber to 
the rapidity with which it was proposed to hurry it 
through both Houses of Congress; but it was pro- 
posed to do an act that the annals of no legislative 
bedy on earth furnished a parallel for, and in 
doing so to disregard one of the solemn jules of 
the Senate. If this were a question of peace or 
war, to defend the country from threatened inva- 
sion, greater hurry could not be made; but it was 
to charter banks that were existing cuntrary to law, 
to legalize their irredeemab'e paper, and turn them 
loose on the country to inflict what injuries their 
avarice and cupidity might devise. It was the 
banking feature of this bill which induced him to 
raise his voice to arrest its passage through the 
House; and he now seid to its friends, that if they 
would present a joint resolution to give these banks 
any time they pleased !o wind up their concerns, to 
save their suits {rom abatement, but withholding 
the power if issuing noles and banking, he would 
make no objection to it. It was to save the rights 
of others that he thus acted. If gentlemen were 
serious in their desire to save the rights of those 
banks, and they believed that that could only be 
done by passing a law to-day, let them bring for- 
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ward a measure of this kind, and he would ensure 
its adoption. 

Mr. HENDERSON said that, upon in- 
vestigation, he was convinced the decision of the 
Cuair was a correct one, and that the resolution 
must lie over one day, unless unanimous consent 
was given io its consideration at the present time. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama said he felt bound to 
State, that, from a further examination, he was 
convinced that the motion made by him was un- 
tenable, and from a sense of duty to the body 
he felt constrained to withdraw it. He could 
not, however, agree in the opinion expressed by the 
Senator from New Jersey (Mr. Wa tt] that no in- 
jury could result to these institutions, or to the 
community, by not acting on this biil to-day; but 
however much he might deprecate the result, bis 
sense of duty compelied him to withdraw the mo- 
tion he had made. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky: Then I renew it. 

Mr. TAPPAN demanded the ayes and noes. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky then modified his mo- 
tion in the following words: 

“A motion was made by Mr. CLay of Kentucky to suspend 
the 26th rule of the Senate so far as to let the bill, entitled ‘An 


act to continue the corporate existence of certain banks in the 


District of Columbia,’ receive its second and third reading 
to-day. 

“The PresipENr pro tempore decided that the motion was out 
of order, and could not be received and acted on to-day. 

“From that decision Mr. CLay of Kentucky appealed.” 


Mr. WALKER begged leave to make one sug- 
gestion. The object was to continue the charters of 
these corporations, for the purpose of winding up 
their concerns, and enable them to maintain suits. 
Now, so far from objecting to a bill sach as this, he 
was in favor of it. It was precisely such a resolu- 
tion as was offered by the Senator trom Ohio, [Mr. 
Tapean,| and which was voted down by the adop- 
tion of a substitute. Though he had no right to 
speak for others, he thought he could say that if 
such a resolution as that should be offered, no ob- 
jection would be made to it on this side of the 
House. Then if this great injury was to occur, of 
which gentlemen spoke, why not pass such a reso- 
lution now? It could be done in ten minutes. He 
hoped that if Senators thought that this great in- 
jury was to occur from the want of action of the 
Senate upon this day, they would bring forward 
such a resolution, and that it would be permitted to 
pass by unanimous consent. 

Mr. NORVELL demanded the yeas and nayson 
the appeal; which were ordered. 

Mr. CLAYTON said, as it was probable in this 
vote he would act in opposition to that portion of 
the Senate with whom he generally acted, he would 
state in a few words the considerations which gc- 
verned his vote. He was as anxious that this bill 
should be taken up and acted on as any member of 
the Senate; but this he felt to be impracticable at 
the present moment. The Senate can only act by 
order or resolution, and resolutions are moved and 
seconded by individual Senators. The act of the 
individual is a motion, but by the action of the Se- 
nate itis a resolution, and is so entered on your 
journals. It was therefore palpable that the 
motion of the Senator from Kentucky was a resolu- 
tion, within the meaning of the term, and that con- 
sequently, under the rale, it must lie over. Mr, 
C. proceeded to show that if the chariers of these 
ins'i.utions were not renewed or prolonged to day, 
they must necessarily be defunct; and with a view 
of avoiding the inconvenience and distress to which 
such an event would subject many of the ct- 
tizens of the District, he hoped the proposition 
of the Senator from Ohio [Mr. ALLEN] could be 
acceded to. There was a strong disposition mani- 
fest in various parts of the Senate to carry this 
bill; but if there was a majority of four-fiiths in its 
favor, it was inthe powerof the minority, and 
would certainly be defeated. 

Mr. BENTON observed that he had listened 
with great attention to what bad fallen from the 
several gentlemen who had eddressed the Senate 
in the course of this debate, and especially to the 
gentleman who spoke last [Mr.Ctayron] whose 
remarks he had heard with great satisfaction. He 
looked upon the present motion as revolutionary 
and disorganiziag in its character, and as going to 
the dissolution of the Senate. He looked upon it 
(if it should be adopted) as the mere whim of the 





moment of the majority for the time being, and t 
do what was proposed tobe done, would be re. 
ducing themselves to a mere club to act as ji 
pleased at its own will. He had sat silent and 
looked upon the progress of the bill with great 
confideuce that it could not succeed; and the longer 
it continued the farther gentlemen would be fiom 
the object they had in view. He looked upon the 
consequences of chartering these banks as nothi;, 
compared with the effect that the violation of thei 
rules and proceedings would have upon their ow; 
character and conduct. Should they decide tha 
(he majority for the time being should do what j; 
pleased, without regard to their rules of proceedings 
wherein would they differ from the French Na. 
tional Convention? Did they not know how this 
body proceeded? [Here Mr. B. quoted some pis. 
torical! facts showing how it, in repeated instances 
violated every principle of law and justice.) ; 

We do not, said Mr. B. propose to come to these 
bold results, but we propose to rush on with ihe 
rapidity of the French National Covention, sponge 
out the rules, and enable a majority for the time 
being to do what it pleases. This would be baq 
enough when the Senat2 was full; bet how woald 
it be at the end of the session, with a bare quorum 
of twenty-seven members present? Then tourteeg 
would be a majority sufficient, according to the 
doctrines maintained here to-day, to sponge on 
all the rales which regulated the proceedings of the 
body. He was glad to see the stand taken agains 
the motion, and was proud to hear what had fallen 
from the Senator from Delaware on the subject. 
Now one word as to the bill before them. The 
whole idea cf forcing it through in this horried 
manner was farcical in the extreme. He felt him- 
self to be good for one half of the time that was yet 
left, and there were Senaiors enough near him wro 
would Bot failin doing their part. If the Senate 
would act up to its own gravity and take up the 
proposition that had been made to enable these 
bauks to wind up their concerns without bankiag 
or issuing notes, it could be done in ten minutes; 
but the idea of forcing them through in the manner 
proposed was laughable in the extreme. 


Mr. SMITH of Indiana briefly assigned his rea- 
sons why he should vote to sustain the appeal from 
the decision of the Carr, and the question being 
taken, shall the decision of the Cuatr be sustained 
as the opinion offihe Senate, it was decided in the 
affirmative—ayes 24, noes 8, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Benton, Cal- 
houn, Clay of Alabama, Clayton, Fulton, Hen- 
derson, Hubbard, Lion, Lumpkin, Mouton, Ni- 
cholas, Norvell, Roane, Robinson, Smith of Con- 
necticut, Strange, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, 
Wall, Williams, and Wright—24, 


NAYS—Messrs. Clay of Kentucky, Davis, 
Dixon, Huntington, Porter, Smith of Indiana, 
Southard, and White—8. 


Mr. WRIGHT, to show that he had no disposi- 
tion to forfeit the righis of these institutions, would 
make a proposition that he hoped would be accepta- 
ble to the Senate. It was this: if the Senate would 
agree to sirike out all of the bill as it came from 
the House, after the first proviso, it would be per- 
fect!y agreeable to him, and he believed to a ma- 
jority of the Senate, and he would withdraw ail 
objection to it. 

Here the Seeretary read the part of the bill pro- 
posed by Mr. Waicur, as follows: 

Be it enacted by the Sonate and House of Represen- 
tatives, Sc. That the provisions, restrictions, and 
enactments of the act of Congress of the 25th 
May, 1838, entitled ‘An act to extend the charter 
of the Union Bank of Georgetown, in the District 
of Columbia,” be, and the same are hereby ex- 
teaded to the Farmers’ and Mechanics Hank ef 
Georgetown, the Bank of Metropolis, the Bank of 
Washington, the Patriotic Bank of Washington; 
the Bank of the Potomac, and the Farmers’ Bank 
of Alexandria; Provided, That whenever in the 
original act the Ist of July, 1838, occurs, it shall be 
so construed as to mean the 4th of Jaly, 1840; 
and whenever the Ist of Jaly, 1842, occurs, it shall 
be construed to mean the 4th of July, 1844. 


Mr. ALLEN objected to the second reading, 
unless gentlemen on the other side would give a 
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_ charters of banks of circulation. 


ledge to strike out that portion of the bill which 
continud the banking privileges. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky said h* would never 
consent to surrender his independence as a legisla- 
tor by any promise or bargain of this kind. He 
would not conseni to any arrangement which would 
restrict the Senate before the bill was open for dis- 
cassion and amendment, 

Mr. ALLEN said he must persist in his objec- 
tions. If gentlemen were serious in their desire 
to save these banks from the consequences which 
they predicted, they ought to accept his proposition. 
If they would not, on them would rest the respon- 

ibility. 
Me WALKER suggested to the Senator from 
Ohio, that as the same question would come up 
on the third reading of the bill; that is, that 
jtcou'd not be read athird time without unanimous 
consent, that his friend from Ohio would withdraw 
his objections now, and let the bill go to a second 
reading, when he could submit such amendments 
ashe thought proper. If he could not succeed in 
gelting such amendments as would render the bill 
acceptable to him, he could thea raise the same ob- 
jection to the third reading, and the bill could not 
be passed to a third reading, except by unani- 
mous consent. 

Mr. CALHOUN presumed there was no one 
here opposed to a bill giving to these institutions 
the power of collecting their debts and winding up 
their affairs in the easiest possible mode to them- 
selves and their debtors, and he therefore hoped 
the gentieman from Ohio would consent to let the 
bill be read a second time. It was just as much in 
the gentleman's power to arrest the bill at its third 
reading as now, and he could do so should he fail 
in getting the amendments he proposed. For him- 
self he never would agree to extend the charters of 
suspended banks, but he was perfectly williog to 
give them every reasonable facility for winding up 
their affairs. Farther, he would not extend the 
He believed that 
they [Congress] were the trustees for preserving 
the currency established by the Constitution, and 
that the chartering of banks of circulation would be 
inconsistent with their duty. There was one of 
these banks, he understood, that paid specie, and he 
would be willing to recharter it, provided it wasto 


be a bank of discount, deposite, and exchange on- | 


ly, and not of circulation. He believed it would 
be more profitable to the banking institutions to 


conduct their business in this manner, and that it | 


would be a great blessing to the people of this 
country when their banking institutions were con- 
fiaed to the business of discounts, depesi'es and ex- 
changes, without the power of issuing bank notes. 


Mr. STRANGE said, he regretted the position 
in which the Senate was placed, and the consequent 
mischiefs wih which others were threatened. As 
matiers stood, a single gentleman had it in his 
power to prevent the further progress of the bill, 
on which a motion has recently been pending for a 
second reading, and the whole of one side of the 
chamber should not be he!d reponsible for the acts 
of a few of itsmembers. Whether those (ew mem- 
bers acted well or wisely in resisting the apparent 
wishes of a large portion of the bo ly,it was forkbem to 
decide; but if they were wrong, he though: those gen- 
men on the other side, who violentiy declined a!! 
compromise, were equally so. The business of 
life can be conducted only by compromise, ard ) 
hoped gentlemen would yet listen to the suggestion, 
of prudence. He, for onc, as he had before said, 
was favorable to relieving the District banks; and 
if relief could not be obtained to the full extent, he 
was willing, for one, to unite in at least extending 
to them the poor privilege of breathing, and thus 
avoid the confusion into which debts due to and 
from them, and property held by them, might be 
thrown, and the injustice consequent thereon. He 
was aware that his vote on the bill in relation to 
these banks had subjected him to the charge of in- 
consistency. He had seen it in the papers, he had 
heard it in thischamber. He cared not for such 
charges, but wished to explain his real position. 
It was no friendship for banks or bank paper that 
prompted his vote. He was as hostile to banks of 
issue as any member of that body, and he hoped to 
see the day when no bank of issue would exist. 


But he wished that result to proceed from the en- 

lightened action of public opinion, and not to be con- 

summated in opposition to that opinion. He believed 

public opinion was tending that way, and when it 
' reached the point he should be gratified. 
the mean time in legislating for this District, which 
was the on'y legislation he could be called upon to 
make on the subject, a District which has no Re- 
presentative of its own, inspire’ with the feelings 
and opinions of his immediate constituents, he felt 
that a parental tenderness should be exten led to- 
wards it; and that legislation upon it shoald be, as 
far as possible, in conformity to the sense of ils 
own community; at any rate, that it should not 
be subjected to inconveniences or privations, real or 
imaginary, for which public opinion in the sur- 


|; marks of the Senator from North Carolina, [Mr. | 
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gentle and not a rough hand should be extended in 
healing its ills. 
Maryland is not yet prepared for dispensing with 


suffers the evil Jet it have the profit. 


advance of public opinion, this District will get rid | 


| would vote for banks of discount, deposite, and 
| exchange, and this he had stated on a previous ovea- 


| liams, Wright, Young—14. 


_ bama, Clayton, Davis, Dixon, Fulton, Henderson, 
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rounding communities was not prepared; that a 


Public opinion in Virginia and 


bank paper. Abolish banks in this District, and it 
will be flooded with bank paper from Virginia and 
Maryland. If it must have bank paper, while it 
Bat again: 
wind up these banks suddenly, and you will have 
ihe whole property of the District brought immedi- | 
ately under execution and monepolized at once by | 
afew moneyed men. By waiting for the steady 





of the evils of banking pari passu with the restof | 
the Union, and will not be subjected to the distress. | 
ing convulsions which all sudden changes produce, 
however beneficial in the end such changes may be. 

Mr. HUBBARD said as there seemed to be no 
probability of being able to agree on any measure 
relative to the banks, he hoped they weuld take up | 
the bill to prevent frauds on the revenue. 

Mr. WALKER concurred in many of ‘the re- | 


Srrance,] and should vote against taking up the bill | 
named by the Senator from New Hampshire, and | 
against any bill till this was disposed of. He | 
should not vote for the recharter of any bank of 
issue, and in saying so he had no particular refe- 
rence to the institutions now before them. His 
reasons grew out of the evi's of the system. But 
while he would not vote for banks of issue, he 


sion. But the question was not now whether they 
should charter banks of issue or not. The question 
was upon enabling these corporations to collect 
their debts and wind up their affairs. This was the 
amount of the propositioa of the Senator from New 
York,and the same proposition had heen made by the 
Senaior from Ohio, and voted down. He believed 
that without the pledges that had been required by 
the Senator from Ohio (Mr. ALLEN] this was the 
course that would be taken by a majority of the 
Senate. 

Mr. NORVELL moved to adjourn. 
as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Clay of Kentucky, 
Lumpkin, Nicholas, Norvel!, Roane, Robinson, 
Smith of Connecticut, Tappan, Wal!, White, Wil- 


Negatived 


MSYS—Messts. Benton, Ca'houn, Clay of Ala- 


cdubbard, Hentington, King, Knight, Linn, Mou- 
ton, Porter, Smith of Indiana, Southard, Stange, 


' Sturceon, Walker—20. 


A desultory conversation now took place, chiefly 
on the question whether all the powers and liabili- 


ties of the banks would irretrievably expire at | 


midn ght with their charters; when, there appear- 


ing to be a general understanding that a bill to ex- | 


tend the charters of the banks merely (o enable them 
to wind up their affairs would not be opposed— 

Mr. BENTON, by consent, introduced a joint 
resolution continuing the charters of the District 
banks for the sole purpose of winding up their af- 
fairs; which resolution having been read twice 
without dissent— 

Mr. HUBBARD moved to amend it by substi- 
tuting for it the former portion of the bill from the 
House, simply putting the bank; on a footing with 
the Union Bank of Georgetown, as before proposed 
by Mr. Waicur. 

Mr, CLAY of Kentucky moved to add the latter 
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portion of the bill from the House, which pro- 
vided for the extension of their charters. 

Several Senators now insisted on an adjourn- 
ment, which was moved by Mr. ALLEN and ne- 
gatived—ayes 13, noes 24, as follows: 

YEAS—Messts. Allen, Benton, Linn, Lump- 
kin, Mouton, Norvell, Pierce, Robinson, Smith 
of Connecticut, Tappan, Wall, Williams, and 
Wright—13 

NAYS—Messrs. Clay of Alabama, Clay of 
Kentucky, Clayton, Davis, Dixcn, Fulton, Hen- 
derson, Hubbard, Huntington, Knight, Nicholas, 
Phelps, Porter, Roane, Smith of Indiana, South- 
ard, Strange, Sturgeon, Walker, White, and 
Young—2!1. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky then withdrew his 
amendment. 

The amendment of Mr. Hussarn was agreed to, 
and the resolution in this form was ordered to be 
engrossed. 

Mr. CLAY remarked, in the way of moral reflec- 
tion, that the Senate had been in the merning 
charged with legislating too fast; and they had 
then spent the day, till six o’clock, in discussiug a 
question of order; and yet a bill had beea intro- 
duced, read a first, second, and third time, and 
passed, and all this in the course of fifteen minutes. 

Mr. WALL. That shows what can be done by 
concession and goed feeling. 

The resolutien was then read a third time and 
passed, and sent to the House for coacurrence. 

The Senate then adjourned. 





HOUSE Of REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fripay, July 3, 1840. 

Mr. TRIPLETT wished to offer a revolution, 
which was read for information, about the expenses 
of the war in Florida, the number of troops em- 
ployed, &c. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON objected. 

Mr. TRIPLETT moved to suspend the rules, 
but, ai the suggestion of the Cuair, withdrew his 
motion for the preseat. 

Mr. JENIFER wished to have 5,000 exira copies 
of a certaiu document, in relation to the tobacco 
trade, printed. 

Mr. PETRIKIN objected; and 

Mr. J. did not move a suspension; so the motion 
was not agreed to; but, Mr. P. at length consenting 
to withdraw, the printing was ordered. 

The House then resumed the consideration of 
the bill to prolong the charters of the 
BANKS OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 
Ani the pending question being on the adoption of 
the following amendment effered by Mr. Unorr- 
woop of Kentucky, as modified, 

Provided further, Toat if the said banks or any 
or either of them, shall wihia ninety days from 
and after the passage of this act resume specie 
payments, then the said banks, or sach of them as 
shall have resumed, shali be entitled to all the rights 
and privileges conferred by their present charters, 
unulthe 4th day ef July, 1842, unless Congress 
shall at any time otherwise direct; but if such 
bank or banks so resuming shall at any time after 
such resumption again suspend specie payments, 
or refuse to pay any of their notes or obligations in 
specie, thea such suspension or refusal shall ope- 
rate as a forfeiture of their respective charters, ex- 
cept for the purpose of winding up their affairs un- 
der the provisions and restricuons contaibed in this 
act; and provided, further, that in all cases where 
the said banks, or either of them, thereafter refuse 
payment of any of their notes or obligations, there 
shall be a summary remedy therefor, before any 
justice or judge having jurisdiction of the case, 
on five days’ notice, wherein there shall be no su- 
persedeas, stay of execution, injunction, or certio- 
rari allowed, nor any appeal,except upon an affi- 
davit of merits by the president, cashier, or di- 
rectors . 

Sec. 2. Be it further enacted, That if the president 
and directors of either of said banks shail violate 
the provisions aforesaid, they and each of them 
shall be fined ina sum not Jess than one hundred 

nor more than one thousand dollars for every of- 
fence, to be recovered by presentment or indict- 
ment in any court «f record having jurisdietion 
thereof. 
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Mr. WELLER, being entitled to the floor, made 
a very powerful and animated speech 1n opposi- 
tion to the bill, and in an exposure of the frauds of 
the banks. 

Mr. GRINNELL followed in support of the 
banks, and, in the course of bis remarks, thought 
proper to put several questions to his colleague, 
Mr. VanpeRroo., in relation to his views regarding 
the issue of small bills. 

Mr. VANDERPOOL did not choose to be thus 
catechized. He would answer his constituents, 
and them only when they thought proper to ask 
such questions. He was happy ‘to say that he 
had no “conscience keeper,” and would be ever 
ready to give areply when called upon by those 
who had the right to put such interrogatories. 

Mr. PETRIKIN objected to one gentleman pat- 
ting questions to another all the while he was 
making a speech. 

After Mr. Grainne ct had concluded, 

Mr. COST JOHNSON demanded the previous 
question, which was seconded. 

Mr. Unprawoon's amendment (see above) was 
thep read, and he demanded the yeas and nays up- 
on it; which were ordered. 

The reading of the bill (viz: the bill moved by 
Mr. Tuomas, and which is atranscript of the bill 
for winding up the affairs of the Union Bank of 
Georgetown) was called for; and the bill, together 
with Mr. Unperwoop’s amendment thereto, was 
read according!y. — ; 

The question being put on agreeing to this 
amendment of Mr. Unperwoop, it was decided as 
follows: 

YVEAS—Mesers Judson Allen, Jehn W. Allen, Andrews, 
Baker, Barnard, Beatty, Beirne, Bell, Biddle, Briggs, Rrock- 
way, Sampeon H, Butler, Calhoun, William B. Campbeli, Car 
roll, Carter, Chapman, Chitenden, Clark, James Cooper, 
Crabb, Craig, Cranston, Crockett, Cross, Curtis, Edward 
Davies, Garret Davis, Dawson, Deverry, Dennis Edwards, 
Ely, Evans, Fisher, Gates, Gentry, Goggin, Goode, (iraham, 
Graves, Green, Griffin, Mill of Virginia, Hoffman, Hopkins, 
Hunt, James, Charles Jolinston, William Cost Johnson, Kembdie, 
Kempshall, King, Leet, Lincoln, McCarty, Mallory, Marvin, 
Magon, Montanya, Morgan, Calvary Morris, Nisbet, Osborne, 
Palen, Peek, Pope, Randail, Rariden, Rayner, Ridgway, Ed- 
ward Rogers, Russell, Sergeant, Shepard, Simonton, Slade, 
Bianly, Starkweather, Stuart, Taliaferro, Francis Th mas, 
Waddy Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Triplett, Trumbull, 
Underwood, Vanderpoel, Peter J. Wagner, Warren, Edward 
D. White, John White, Thomas W. Williams, Lewis Williams, 
Joseph L. Williame, Chinistopher H. Williams, aod Worthing- 
ton—9s. 

NAYS—Messrs. Hugh J. Anderson, Atherton, Banks, Black- 
well, Boyd, Albert G. Brown, Burke, Wm, O. Butler, Bynum, 
Carr, Casey, Clifford, Cornor, Mark A. Cooper, William R, 
Cooper, Dana, Davee, John Davis, Doan, Dromgoole, Dun- 
can, Earl, Eastman, Fioyd, Gaibraith, Gerry, Hammond, Juo. 
Hastings, Hawkins, Hill of North Carolina, Hillen, Holleman, 
Hook, Jackson, Jameson, Joseph Johnson, Cave Johnson, Na- 
thaniel Jones, Jolin W. Jones, Keim, Kile, Leadbetter, Lucas, 
McClellan, McCulioh, McKay, Marchand, Miller, Montgomery, 
Samuel W. Morris, Newhard, Parish, Paynter, Petrikin, Pren- 
tiss, Ramsey, Reynolds, Samuels, Shaw, ‘Thomas Smith, 
Steenrod, Sirong, Taylor, Ph. F. Thomas, Jacob Thompson 
Turney, D. D. Wagever, Weller, Wick, J. W. Williams, and 
H. Williams—70. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

The question then recurred on ordering the bill, 
as amenied, to its third reading; on which the 
yeas and nays, being demanded, were taken, and 
resulted as follows—Yeas 108, nays 69. 

The bill being at its third reading, 

Mr. W. C. JOHNSON moved the previous ques- 
tion. 

Mr. LINN BOYD moved a call of the House, 
and demanded the yeas and nays, which were or- 
dered, and, being taken, resulted as follows—Yeas 
59, nays 86. 

So the motion for a call was refused. 

The question recurring on ordeiing the bill to its 
third reading at this time, 

The yeas and nays were demand:d, and, being 
ordered and taken, resulted as follows—Yeas 118, 
nays 67. ’ 

‘he bill was thereupon read a third time. 

The question being on its passage, 

Mr. HOPKINS demanded the previous ques- 


tion. 

Mr.-CAVE JOHNSON moved to lay the bill on 
the table, but on remonstrance withdrew the mo- 
tion. 

Mr. KEIM renewed the motion. 

On this question the yeas and nays were de- 
manded, and, being ordered, resulted as follows— 
Yeas 70, nays 120. 

So the House refused to lay the bill on the table. 
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The previous question was seconded, put, and 
carried, and the main question being on the passage 
of the bill, it was read, as follows: 

A BILL to continue the corporate existence of the 
banks in the District of Columbia, for certain 
purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represen- 
tatives, &e. That the provisions, restrictions, and 
enactments of the act of Congress of the 25th 
May, 1838, entitled “An act to extend the charter 
ot the Union Bank of Georgetown, in the District 
of Columbia,” be, and the same are hereby, ex- 
tended to the Farmers’ and Mechanics’ Baak of 
Georgetown, the Bank of the Metropolis, the Bank 
of Washington, the Patriotic Bank of Washington, 
the Bank of the Potomac, and the Farmers’ Bank 
of Alexandria; Provided, That whenever, in the 
original act, the Ist of July, 1838, occurs, it shall 
be se construed as to mean the 4ih of July, 1840; 
and whenever the Ist of July, 1842, occurs, it 
shall be construed to mean the 4th of July, 1844. 

Provided further, That if the said banks, or any 
or either of them, shall, within ninety days from 
and after the passage of this act, resume specie 
payments, then the said banks, or such of them as 
shall have so resumed, shall be entitled to all the 
rights and privileges conferred by their present 
charters, until the 4th day of July, 1842, unless 
Congress shall at any time otherwise direct; but if 
such bank or banks so resuming shall, at any time 
after such resumption, again suspend specie pay- 
ments, or refuse to pay any of their notes or obli- 
gations in specie, then such suspension or refusal 
shall operate as a forfeiture of their respective 
charters, except for the purpose of winding up their 
affairs under the provisions and restrictions con- 
tained in this act; and provided, further, that in all 
cases where the said banks, or either of them, there- 
afier refuse payment of any of their notes or obli- 
gations, there shall be a summary remedy therefor, 
before any justice or judge having jurisdiction of 
ithe case, on five days’ notice, wherein there shall 
be no supersedeas, stay of execution, injunction, or 
certiorari, allowed, nor any appeal, except upon an 
affidavit of merits by the president, cashier, or di 
rectors. 

Sec. 2. Be it further enacted, That if the presi- 
dent and directors of either of said banks shall vio- 
late the provisions aforesaid, they and each of them 
shall be fined in a sum not less than one hundred 
nor more than one thousand dollars for every of- 
fence, to be recovered by presentment or indictment 

in any court of record having jurisdiction thereof. 

The yeas and nays were demanded, and, being 
taken, stood—yeas 115, nays 75, as follows: 


YEAS—Msssrs. Adams, Judson Allen, John W. Allen, An- 
drews, Baker, Barnard, Beatty, Beirne, Bell, Biddle, Briggs, 
Brockway, Samson H. Butler, William O. Buder, Calhoun, 
William B. Campbell, Carroll, Carter, Chapman, Chittenden, 
Clark, James Cooper, Crabb, Craig, Cranston, Crockett, Cross, 
Curtis, Dana, Davies, Garret Davis, Dawson, Deberry, 
Dennis, Delliet, Edwards, Ely, Evans, Everett, Fisher, Gal- 
braith, Jas. Garland, Gates, Gentry, Giddings, Goggin, Goode, 
Graham, Graves, Green, Griffin, Grinnell, Habersham, John 
Hastings, Henry, Hill of Virginia, Hoffman, Hopkins, Hunt, 
James, Jenifer, Charles Johnston, Wm. Cost Johnson, Kemp 
shall, King, Leet, Leonard, Lincoln, McCarty, Mallory, Marvin, 
Mason, Mitchell, Monroe, Morgan, Nisbet, Osborne, Palen, 
Peck, Pope, Randall, Randolph, Rariden, Rayner, Reed, 
Ridgway, Robinson, Edward Rogers, Russell, Saltonstall, Ser- 
geant, Shepard, Simonton, “tide, Stanly, Stuart, Swesringen, 
Taliaferro, Francis Thomas, Waddy Thompson, Tillinghast, 
Toland, Triplett, Trumbull, Underwood, Vanderpoel, Peter J, 
Wagner, Warren, Edward D. White, John White, Thomas 
W. Williams, Lewis Williams, Joseph L. Williams, Christo- 
pher H. Williams, and Worthington—L15. 

NAYS—Messrs. Hugh J. Anderson, Atherton, Banks, Black, 
Blackwell, Albert G. Brown, Burke, Bynum, Carr, Casey, Clif- 
ford, Coles, Connor, Mark A. Cooper, William R. Cooper, 
Davee, John Davis, Doan, Dromgoole, Duncan, Earl, Eastman, 
Floyd, Gerry, Hammond, Hand, Hawkins, Hill of North 
Carolina, Hillen, Holleman, Hook, Jackson, Jameson, Joseph 
Johnson, Cave Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, J. W. Jones, Keim, 
Kile, Lucas, McClellan, McCulloch,McKay, Marchand, Mil- 
ler, Montgomery, Samuel W. Morris, Newhard, Parish, Par- 
menter, Parris, Paynter, Petrikin, Prentiss, Ramsey, Reynolds, 
Rhett, Samuels, Shaw, John Smith, Thomas Smith, Starkwea- 
ther, Steenrod, Strong, Sumter, Taylor, Philip F. Thomas, 
Jacob Thompson, Turney, David D Wagener, Weller, Wick, 
Jared W. Williams, and Henry Williams—75. 


So the bill was passed. 

The question being on agreeing to its tile, 

Mr. W. C. JOHNSON demanded the previous 
question. 

Mr. KEIM wi-hed to amend the title, and sent 
hisameaodment to the Cuair to be read; but the 
reading was objected to. 

Mr. TURNEY demanded the yeas and nays on 
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the previous questien; but the House refused tp 
order them. 

The previous question was seconded, put, ang 
carried; and the main question being on BEreeins 
to the title of the bill, it was agreed to. ’ 

Mr. HAND then moved to reconsider the lag 
motion, to introduce the following amendmen). 

‘A bill to anthorize special privileges, Promcts 
the circulation of irredeemable paper, and to saer, 
fice Republican principles to the influence and ex. 
pediency of unconstitutional corporations.” 

Mr. H. on this motion asked for the Previogs 
question, and demanded the yeas and nays, which 
were ordered. 

Much confusion ensued, when 

Mr. HAND withdrew the motion. 

THE NEW YORK NAVY YARD, 

Mr. HOFFMAN moved the following: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be re. 
quested to communicate to thiz House Copies of 
any correspondence which may te filed, known to 
or within the control of the Navy Department, he. 
tween Commodore Renshaw, the Secretary of ihe 
Navy, and other persons, concerning the pump and 
block maker at the Navy Yard at Brooklyn, in the 
State of New York; and whether any affidavit has 
been made by the said block and pump maker jy 
relation to his political opinions, and, if so, to com. 
municate to this Hovse a copy of said affidavit, 
and of every other paper or correspondence un file 
in the Depariment, or within its reach or control, 
showing that mechanics and laborers at the said 
Navy Yard have been employed, retained, or dis- 
missed un account of their political opinions. 

Objection being made— 

Mr. H. moved to suspend the rules to enable 
him to offer his resolution, and demanded the yeas 
and nays. 

They were ordered, and, being taken, resulted as 
follows—yeas 101, nays 68. 

There not being two-thirds, the rules were not 
suspended so as to allow Mr. Horeman to offer h's 
resolution. 

The House then, on motion of Mr. JONES, of 
Virginia, went into Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, (Mr. Lincotn in the chair,) 
and took-up for consideration the 

NAVY APPROPRIATION BILL. 

Mr. ADAMS inquired as to the extent of the 
“improvement and necessary repairs” in the dif- 
ferent navy yards, and why there was so great a 
difference in the amounts to be appropriated for dif- 
ferent yards. 

Mr. JONES replied, and referred to the report 
from the Navy Depariment. 

The long enumeration of items in the contingent 
appropriations being under consideration— 

Mr. ADAMS moved to strike out the words 
“and for no other purpose whatever,” as in his 
opinion, they amcuated to a burlesque, the enume- 
ration being so extensive as to embrace every ob- 
ject in nature. 

Mr. JONES replied, and showed that the words 
complained of had been inserted in all former ap- 
propriation bilis, and ia the course of his remarks, 
referred Mr. A. to a bill signed by himself in 1826, 
while President of the United States, having the 
very same words. 

The hour for taking the usual recess having ar- 
rived, the committee rose, when, 

Mr. PETRIKIN moved that when the House 
adjourn, it adjourn to Monday next. But before 
any decision was had on the motion, the House 
took the usual recess. 

EVENING SESSION. 

After the recess, 

Mr. HOLMES, on leave, presented the memo- 
rial of the Chamber of Coramerce at Charleston, 
S.C. in relation to certain light-houses in the city 
of Charleston, which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Commerce. 

Memorials were also presented (on leave) by 
Messrs. E. DAVIES, ADAMS, and LINCOLN; 
which were appropriately referred. 

Mr. PETRIKIN asked action on a resolution 
offered previous to the recess, providing that when 
the House adjourn, it adjourn to meet on Monday 
next. 

After some conversation, Mr. P. waived the pro- 
position for the present. 


——— 

Mr. M 
resolutior 
chased 10 
lie puildi 
on the a 


The H 
Whole 0 
Massach 
appropri 
1340. 

The Pp 
Apams t 
item wh 
expenses 
material 
things, tl 
ject oF Pp 

Mr. A 
of confin 
jee, SIFU 
pendent 
order by 

After 
Mr. J 
dicated 
contend: 
that of f 
which hb 
must, hi 
that sub 
Mr. } 
cessary 
tions we 
specific: 
a Na\ 
ney to é 
partme! 
appropl 
wo He 
which : 
Mr. 
strating 
“now at 
~ Mr. 
with hi 
had me 
presen’ 
occasi 
of Wa 
' pared, 
gard 
Treas 
had in 
the bil 
of cor 
had a 
al nat 
» which 
-and | 
(Mr. 
‘ihe H 
» Mr 
the g 
speec 
confit 
wo V 
' Hous 
' they 
have 
been 
healt 
atten 
any 
prince 
meas 
side, 
duril 
tenti 
ity ¥ 
sion 
tion 
bilit 
port 
gan 
bee: 
fore 
bee 








AOte 
CT). 


Ou: 
lich 


not 
h's 


on 


r,) 


he 
if. 


ifs 
ort 
nt 


is 
\e- 


Mr. McKAY, on leave, presented certain joint 
resolutions requiring the Attorney General to ex- 
mine into the validity of titles to all tands pur- 
naaea jor the purpose of erecting arsenals and pub- 
le buildings; Which were referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 

The House again went into Committee of the 
Whole on the otate of the Union, (Mr. Lincotn of 
Massachosetts in the chair,) on the bill making 
appropriations for the naval service for the year 
t pending question being on the motion of Mr. 
Apams to strike out from the tail end of the general 
item which appropriates $450,000 to defray the 
expenses of freight and transportation, stores and 
materials, wharfage aud dockage, and many other 
ihings, the restrictive words “and for no other ob- 
ject or purpose whatever,” 

Mr. ADAMS resumed his remarks, but instead 
of confining himself to the bill before the commit- 
ee, struck Off into an invective against the Inde- 
pendent Treasury bill, for which he was called to 
order by Mr. JONES of New York, and others. 

After a few more remarks from Mr. ADAMS, 
Mr. JONES replied briefly to Mr. A. He vin- 

dicated the correctness of the present item in form, 
contending that it was strictly in accordance with 
that of former bills. After the six weeks’ debate 
which had taken place on the Sub-Treasury, he 
must, he said, decline to follow the gentleman into 
that subject. 

Mr. McKAY contended that it was highly ne- 
cessary to specify the objecis to which appropria- 
tions were to be applied. He argued that, if such 
specifications were not made, then the Secretary of 
the Navy would have the power to apply the mo- 
ney to any other object connected with the De- 
partment. Mr. McK. referred to the bill making 
appropriations for the contingent expenses of the 
two Houses of Congress as a parallel case, and in 
which specifications were also made. 

Mr. EVERETT made some remarks demon- 
strating that the public money of the country was 


now at the disposition of the Executive. 


~ Mr. CUSHING said that he concurred entirely 
with his colleague [Mr. Apams] in the remarks he 
had made. Without entering into the question at 


preseat himself, he (Mr. C.) wished to embrace the 
' occasion to ask of the chairman of the Commitiee 


of Ways and Means an explanation, which be pre- 


pared, that gentlemen would readAy give, in re- 
gard tOa portion of the debate on the Independent 


Treasury bill. Mr. C. understood that Mr. Jones 


had in his speech, assumed that the opponents of 
» the bill had not objected to its provisions or want 
_ of constitutiooality. Mr. C. said that he himself 
had argued the very question of the unconstitution- 
al nature and effect of the first section of the bill, 
' which localizes the Treasury of the United States; 
-and he appealed to the gentleman from Virginia 
' (Mr. Jones] to have the matter stand right before 
- the House and the country. 


Mr. JONES of Virginia replied. He said: when 


‘the gentleman from Massachusetis delivered his 


speech in opposition the Sub-Treasury bill, I was 
confined to my bed from severe indisposition. For 
wo weeks I was incapacitated from atending the 
House. His arguments I did not hear, and as 


_ they have not been published, or at least if they 


have been published I have not seen them, I have 
been unable to learn what they were. Since my 
health would permit, I have been constant in my 
attendance to the debate, and at no time did I hear 
any remark made on the constitutionality of the 
principles of the bill. The constitutionality of the 
measure proposed was apparently assumed by one 
side, and left unquestioned by the other. Since, 
during the four werks of the debate, to which I at- 
tentively listened, the objection of unconstitutional 
ity was not urged, I naturally came to the concla- 
sion that it had not been insisted on. If constitu- 
tional objections could be urged with any plausi- 
bility at all,  shoald have supposed that their im- 
portance would have led to their reiteration. Ar- 
gaments based en grounds of far less moment have 
been repeated again and again. It cannot, there- 
fore, be surprising that the impression should have 
been created on my mind that no reasoning of such 
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a character had been employed. If the gentleman 
from Massachusetts, in his speech, took the high 
ground of the Constitution for the support of his 
argument, I did not know it; I could not know the 
tact; I could not even suspect it. But, since the 
genileman informs me that he took that ground, I 
cheerfully make the correction. 

Mr. SERGEANT (at a subsequent period of. 
the session) also s ated that he had himself made 
constitutional objection to the biil. 

(Mr. J. expiained that he had been called out of 
the House for a short time on two occasions, dur- 
ing Mr. S’s argument, and had, therefore, not 
heard the objections raised. He stood corrected 
(he said) with great pleasure. | 

Mr. ADAMS made some further remarks in re- 
ply to Mr. Jones, vindicating his own consistency, 
which had been called in question by Mr. Jongs, on 
the ground that he (Mr. A.) when President, had 
signed a bill which coatained an item in similar 
terms. 

Mr. MORGAN went into some calculations to 
show that, since the year 1826, the expenditures 
for this branch of the public service had doubled, 
without any adequate increase of ships, &c. in 
proportion to the amount. 

Mr. JONES contended that he had given a com- 
plete answer, and, he would say, refutation, to all 
charges of the kind, when the civil and diplomatic 
appropriation bill was under consideration. 

If the gentleman would refer to the complete re- 
futation in that speech, he was sure he would not 
repeat thecharge. 

The question was then (aken, and the amendment 
was rejected. 

Mr. CRARY moved to strike out the item appro- 
priating “$4,250 for the necessary repairs to the 
Naval Asylum at Philadelphia,” and inserting a 
provision requiring the Board of Commissioners to 
prepare and lay before Congress, at the commence- 
ment of each session, the state of the votes of each 
member of the Board on all the proceedings in rela- 
tion to stores, equipments of vessels, and other mat- 
ters connected with the naval, establishment of the 
United States, etc. 


Mr. C. proceeded to address the committee on 
the subject of the alleged abuses of the Board of 
Navy Commissioners, but had not progressed far, 
when 


The SPEAKER resumed the chair to receive a 
message from the Senate, announcing that the 
Senate had passed a bill extending the charters of 
the District banks for certain purposes, as follows: 
A BILL to continue the corporate existence of cer- 

tain banks in the District of Columbia. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represent- 
atives, ete. That the provisions, restrictions, and 
enactments of the act of Cengress of the 25th May, 
1838, entitled ‘‘An act to extend the charter of the 
Union Bank of Georgetown, in the District of Co- 
lumbia, be, and the same are hereby extended to 
the Farmers’ and Mechanics’ Bank of Georgetown, 
the Bank of the Metropolis. the Bank of Washing- 

“ton, the Patriotic Bank of Washington, the Bank of 
the Potomac, and the Farmers’ Bank of Alexan- 
dria: Provided, That whenever, in the original act, 
the Ist of July, 1838, occurs, it shall be so construed 
as to mean the 4th of July, 1840; and whenever the 
Ist of July, 1842. occurs, it shall be construed to 
mean the 4th of July, 1844. 


On mo‘ion of Mr. F. THOMAS, the House, by 
general consent, took up the bill, aad it was read 
twice. 

The question being onits third reading, 

Mr. JENIFER spoke fora short time with much 
warmth against the bill. He complaiued that the 
Senate had disregarded the wishes of the House, 
and had sent back a bill which they were com- 
pelled to adopt, since no alternative remained. Ele 
also maintained that Congress was about to esta- 
blish the principle that they might do here what 
they pleased, and that their next step might be to 
lay hands on the siaveholding institutions of the 
District. 


Mr. DUNCAN followed, and contended that had 
the banks conducted their affairs honestly; and re- 
sumed specie payments when they ought, no one 
would have been against them. He would say for 
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one that he dare not vote for a recharier of the 
banks in his owa State uader such circumstances. 

As for the picture of desolation drawn by the 
genticman from Georgia (Mr. Dawson] which was 
to tollow, by a refusal to recharter these banks, it 
ought to be looked upon by the citizens of the Dis- 
Irict as a slander uponthem. Besides, if the banks 
were in the bad condition deseribed by the gentle- 
man, that was a strong argument why they snovld 
be continued n» longer. If they had brought on 
such a state of things already, what would they do 
if they were continued twenty years longer?  Be- 
sides, who was it that asked for the continuance of 
these banks? A petition had been presented yes- 
terday, signed by 244 names. Now, what propor- 
tion was that to the whole population of the Dis- 
trict, amounting to between 40 and 50,000. Yes, 
out of 50,000 inhabitants, 244 of them have ap- 
plied for a continuance of the charters of these 
banks. What was the inference? Why, that the 
remainder were either indifferent to, or against the 
recharier. 

Mr. D. then made a calculation showing the 
amount of bank capital within the ten miles 
square, and that, at the same ratio, the whole po- 
pulation of the United States would be entitled to 
a capital of two thousand two hundred and twenty 
millicns of dollars. And, by allowing the propor- 
tion of paper issues, three dollars to one of specie, 
the banking capital of the United States, at the same 
ratio of the District banks, would amount to the 
enormous sum of six thousand six hundred and 
sixty millions of dollars, giving, in one year, ac- 
cording to the usual profits, a clear income of hun- 
dreds of millions. 

After showing this disproportion of bank capital 
between the District and other places, Mr. D. pro- 
ceeded to repel, with much warmth, the charge that 
the Democratic party were seeking to oppress the 
District. The Demecratic pariy were not an ene- 
my to the banks. They were, on the contrary, 
friends to them, and were willing to recharter them 
under proper restrictions. The charge that the De- 
mocratic pany weie seeking to destroy the banking 
institutions was not true. He pronounced it a base 
slander upon the party. 

Mr. FRANCIS THOMAS moved the previous 
question; which was seconded. 

And the main question (being on ordering the 
bill to a third reading) was ordered, and, being ta- 
ken, was decided in tne affirmative. 

So the bill was ordered to a third reading. 

And the question recurring on its final passage— 

Mr. FRANCIS ‘THOMAS moved the previous 
question; there was a second; and the main ques- 
tion was ordered. 

Mr. LEED asked the yeas and nays on the main 
question; which were ordered, aud, beiug taken, 
were as follows: 

YEAS—Mes-rs. Adams, Judson Allen, Hugh J. Anderson, 
Andrews, Atherton, Banks, Baker, Beatty, Beirne, Aaron V 
Brown, William O. Butler, Carroll, Carter, Caapman, Chit- 
tenden, Clark, Ciifford, William R. Cooper, Craig, Cranston, 
Cross, Dana,’ Davee, Edward Davies, John Davis, Grret 
Davis, Deberry, Dellet, Dromgoole, Duncan, Earl, Ely, Fine, 
Galbraith, James Garland, Gates, Gerry, Goggin, Goode, 
Green, Griffin, Grinnell, Habersnam, Hand, William 8. 
Hastings, John Hastings, Hill of Virginia, Hitlen, Hoffman, 
Hollieman, Holmes, Hook, Hubbard, Jackson, Jenifer, Charles 
Johnston, Joseph Johnson, Cave Johnson, John W. Jones, 
Kemble, Kempshall, Kille, King, Leadbetter, Leet, Leonard, 
Lincoln, Lucas, McClellan, McCulloh, McKay, Marvin, Miller, 
Mitchell, Monroe, Montanya, Morgan, Samuel W. Morris, C. 
Morris, Newhard, Nisbet, Palen, Parrish, Parmenter, Paynter, 
Peck, Petrikin, Pickens, Pope, Prentiss, Proffit, Rariden, 
Reed, Reynolds, Rhett, Ridgway, Robinson, Edward Rogers, 
Samuels, Sergeant, Shepard, Simonton, Albert Smith, John 
Smith, Truman Smith, Stanly, Steenrod, Strong, Stuart, 
Swearingen, Taylor, Francis Thomas, Jacob Thompson, Til- 
linghast, Tripleut, Underwood, Vanderpoel, D. D. Wagener, 
P. J. Wagner, Warren, Weller, Jared W. Williams, Thomas 
Williams, Henry Williams, Lewis Williams, aad J. L. Wil- 
liame—124. 

NAYS—Messrs. Black, Carr, Casey, Coles, Connor, Mark A. 
Cooper, Eastman, Edwards, Floyd, Hill of N. C. James, N. 


Jones, Marchand, Mason, Ramsey, Shaw, Thomas Smith, 
Taliaferro, and Tarney—19. 


So the bill was passed and returned to the Se- 
nate. 

Mr. WAGNER moved that when the House ad- 
journ, it adjourn to meet on Monday morning at 
ten o’ciock. 

Mr. LINCOLN, remarking that whilst we were 
drinking our wine on the day of our National In- 
dependence, we should not forget to furnish bread 
to those Revolutionary soldiers who fought for and 
achieved it, moved to amend the motion of Mr. 
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‘Waconer by inseriing that the House would, at 11 
o'clock to morrow, proceed to hear and decide on 
the claims for Revoiutionary services, and of Re- 
volutionary and invalid pensioners. 

The CHAIR (occupied by Mr. Sercrant pro- 
tem.) declared the amendmeat to be out of order. 

And the qaue-ton was than taken on Mr. Wac- 
weR’s resolution, and decided in the negative—yeas 
76, nays 93. 

So the Heuse refused to adjourn to Monday. 

On motion of Mr. JONES of Virginia, the 
House again went into Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union (Mr. Lincotn) of 
Massachusetts in the Chair) on the navy appro- 
priation bill. 

Mr. CRARY continued his remarks for a short 
time, and had not concluded when, having given 
way for a motion to that effect, the committee rose, 
and 

The House adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Sarurpay, July 4, 1840. 

After the journal had been read, 

Mr. LINCOLN rose and said, that he did not 
perceive that the amendment which he had last 
evening proposed to the resolution offered to ad- 
journ over to Monday had been inserted on the 
journal, He would not move any amendment, but 
he would now renew (in the forin of a resolution) 
the motion that the House would, at eleven o’clock, 
proceed to consider and dispose of bills on the pri- 
vate ealendar in favor of claims for Revolutionary 
services and for Revolutionary and invalid pen- 
S1obs, 

Mr. STANLY said he would like to amend the 
resolution by inserting that two days of next week 
should be set apart for the consideration of these 
bills. The House would soon be left without a 
quorum, and if any thing was intended to be done 
jor the Revolutionary soldiers, let the House take 
two or three days of next week, when a qaorum 
was likly to be present, and not select a day when 
no good could be done. 


Mr. DROMGOOLE objected to the reception of 
Mr. Lincoun’s resolution 

A motion was made that the House adjourn; 
which motion, by yeas 66, nays 63, prevailing, 

The House adjourned. ; 


IN SENATE, 
Monpay, July 6, 1810. 

The CHAIR presented a memorial of the President and Di- 
reclors of the Patriotic Bank of Washingion, praying for w re- 
newal of their charter; which, on motion by Mr. LUMPKIN, 
was referred to the Committee on the District of Columbia, and 
ordered to be printed 

Mr. WRIGHT presented the memorial of N. Nye Hall; 
which was referred to the Committee on Pensions. — 

Mr. W. also presented a memorial of the Board of Under- 
writersofthe city of New York remonstrating against the re- 
peal of the law of (537, respecting pilots; which was laid on the 
table, and ordered tv be printed. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, from the Committece on Naval Affairs, to 
which was referred the memorial of Andrew Forrest, asked to 
be discharged from its further consideration; which was 
agreed to. 

Mr. W. from the same committee, to whom was referred the 
metorial of citizens of Pennsylvania, praying a revision of the 
laws regulating the sale and transfer of American vessels abroad 
for the beWer prevention of the slave trade, said that a bill on 
this subject had been reported by the Committee on Commerce, 
aad passe: by the Senate. 

Mr RUGGLEs, from the Committee on Commerce, to which 
was referred the House bill for the relief of Boggs and) Thomp- 
son, Robert and Thomas Hutchinson, and others, reported it 
with amendments. 

Mr. DAVIS, from the Committee on Commerce, to which 
was referred the bill from the House for the relief of Robert 
Milnor, reported the same without amendment. 

' Mr. D. also, from the same Commitee, to which was re- 
ferred the bill froin the House for the reliefof Gilbert A. Smith 
and Nathan Stark, reported the same with amendments. 

The resolution submitted on Friday last by Mr Cray of Ala- 
bama, relative toa change of the rules of the Senate, was, after 
some remarks by Messrs. WALKER, CALHOUN, BENTON, 
and CLAY of Alabama, laid upon the table. 

BILLS PASSED. 

The bili to establish and regalate the navy ration; 

The bill for the reliefof Hugh Stewart; 

The bill authorizing the inhabitants of fractional township 
ten south, of range one east, in the State ef Arkansas, to enter 
one half section of Jand tor school purposes; 

The bill reiativeto the transportation ef the mail in steam- 
boats; 

The bill for the relief of James Herron; 

House bill for the relief of Capt, John Downes; 

House bill for the relief of John Mitchell and B. F. Fox; 

House bill to annex a certain tract of land tothe Coosa land 
district; 

House bill allowing further time to the trustees of Centre 
College to dispose of the land heretofore granted to the deaf and 
slumb asylum in the Biate ef Kentucky; 











An act from the House granting a section of land for the 
use of schools in St. Clair county, State of [linois; and 

An act from the Houso granting two townships of !and for 
the use of the University in the Territory of lowa; 
were severally read a third time, and passed 

The bill from the House, to extend the corporate existence 
of the banks in the D strict of Columbia, which wes read a first 
time on Friday last, was read a second time, and referred to the 
Committee on the District of Columbia, 

COLLECTION OF THE REVENUE. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the bill to ensure 
the more faithful execution of the laws relating to the collection 
ofduties on imports. ‘The question being on the amendment of 
the Committee as amended by the substitute of Mr. HUNTINGTON, 
declaring any witness incompetent who should have any inte- 
rest whatever in the cause similar to the interest of the party 
for whom he might be called to testity— , 

Mr. CALHOUN asked for the yeas and nays; which were 
ordered, 

And the amendment as amended (on Friday last) was agreed 
to by the following vote: 

YEAS—Mesers, Allen, Anderson, Benton, Buchanan, Clay of 
Kentucky, Clayton, Cuthbert, Davis, Dixon, Hubbard, Hun- 
tington, King, Koieht, Lumpkin, Mouton, Nicholas, Norvell, 
Phelps, Pierce, Porter, Roane, Robinson, Ruggles, Smith 
of Connecticut, Sturgeon, Tappan, Wall, Wilhams, Wright 
and Young—20. 

NAYS—Messrs Calhoun, Clay of 
Walker—4 

Mr, HUNTINGTON submitted severally and explamed a 
variety of amendments, which wentto reader the bill more ex- 
plicit, thorough, and effectual. All of them were agreed to 
without dissent, except one of them, which made the receiver of 
lu ported goods liable, not only ii he “knew,” but if he had good 
reason to believe that the goods were ‘Hegally imported. To 
this there was one dissenting voice. 

On the occasion of presenting this amendment, Mr. CAL- 
TIOUN said he should not object to it, but he proceed«d to re- 
mark that he considered the measure in general as too severe 
on the meicantile classes. It was the interest of every honest 
merchant, as much as of the Government, to prevent these 
frauds; yetnone of them had asked for a measure of that kind; 
and if the measure should proVe so severe as to prevent the 
poxpenytien of honest merchanis, it must and would prove inef. 
ectual, 

Mr. HUNTINGTON and Mr. HUBBARD replied briefly, 
and vindicated the measure as calculated to operate hardly on 
the fraudulent alone. 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the committee, now offered a number 
of additional amendments, designed to make the bill more ex- 
plicit and effectual. 

Some of these amendments were discussed by Messrs. 
WRIGHT, CLAY of Kentucky, CALHOUN, DAVIS, and 
HUBBARD. 

One of the amendments provided that no mixed goods should 
be designated as silk, unless the vaiue of the silk in the fabric 
should exceed the value ofall the other materials. On this amend- 
ment Mr. CALHOUN demanded the yeas and nays, which 
were ordered, and it was cargied in the affirmative, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Benton, Buchanan, Clay 
of Kentucky, Clayton, Davis, Dixon, Fulton, Hubbard, Hun- 
tington, Knight, Linn, Nicholas, Norvell, Porter, Prentiss, Ro- 
binson, Smith of Connecticut, Smith of Indiana, Sturgeun, Tap- 
pan, Wall, and Wrieht--24. 

NAYS—Messis. Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, Henderson 
King, Lumpkin, Mouton, Walker, and Williams—s. P 

The other amendments from committee were severally agreed 


Alabama, Strange, and 


to. 
Mr. HENDERSON move an additional section to the bill, 
giving weffect only on and afier the first day of January. 1841, 
and urged that this time would be necessary, in order that mer- 
chants might be prepared. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky objected that this extension of time 
would be giving so much further license to the various frauds 
which had heretofore been committed. 

Mr. WRIGHT moved the Ist of September next. 

Mr. CALHOUN moved the Ist of October, and urggd the ad- 
diuonal and unnecessary difficulty which, making the time 
shorter than that, it would occasion the merchants. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON, Mr. HUBBARD, and Mr. DAVIS re- 
plied, urging the increase of fraud that would be occasioned b 
this specitic delay; insisting that little evil was likely to rook 
from the immediate operation of the bill, and even if any case of 
g:ievance should arise, it would be beiter to remedy it by spe- 
cia! legislation, than to allow these frauds to cuntinue. 

Me. CALHOUN rejoined in further behalf of the merchants. 

Mr. WRIGHT stated that he had received letters from metr- 
chants ia New York urging some delay before this bill should go 
into effect. He had consequently fixed on the tirst of Septem- 
ber, and he proceeded to show his reasons, in detat!, for that day. 

Mr. HENDERSON spoke at some length in favor of his 
amendment, and Mr. KNIGHT against it. 

Mr. Wricnr’s amendment (Sept. 1,) to Mr. Henperson’s 
amendment, (Jan. 1,) was agreed to as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Benton, Buchanan, Clay of 
Kentucky, Clayton, Divis, Dixon, Hubbard, Huntington. King, 
Knight, Linn, Lumpkin, Nicholas, Norvell, Pierce, Prentiss, 
Roane, Robinson, Ruggles, Smith of Indiana, Siurgeon, Tap- 
pan, Williams and Wright—26. 

NAYS—Measrs. Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, Henderson, 
and Waiker—4 

The amendment, as amended, (Sept. 1,) was then rejected, as 
follows: 

YEAS—Meesrs. Anderson, Benton, Buchanan, Calhoun, 
Clay of Alabama, Henderson, King, Lumpkin, Robinson, Stur- 
geon, Tappan,gWalker, Williams, and Wright—14. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen,Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, Davis, 
Dixon, Hubb:ird, Hunungton, Kiight, Linn, Nicholas, Nor- 
vell, Pierce, Prentiss, Roane, Ruggles, and Smith of Indiana 
—16. 

So (all delay being rejected) the bi!l was left to go into imme- 
diate effect. 

Mr. CALHOUN movod a final limit to the operation of the 
bill on June 30, 1842, when the gradual reduction of duties by 
the compromise bill will be consummated. 

This amendment was debated by Messrs. CALHOUN, 
ae of Kentucky, BUCHANAN, DAVIS, and HUNTING- 

ON. 

The chief points in debate were, whether the declaratory 
parts of this bill (affecting the ameuntof duties) ought to con- 
tinue in force after June, 1842, when inconsistent with the act 


of 1833; and whether the compromise act would contin 
the duties at or below twenty per cent. on the value of ~ 
goods, after June, 1542, without further legislation by Cou, 
gress. j 

Mr. CaLHovun’s amendment, providing that this bill should 
cease to have effect afer June 30, 1542, was agreed tg “ 
follows: 

YEAS—Nessrs. Allen, Anderson, Benton, Buchanan Cal 
houn, Clay of Alabama, Huvbard, King, Linn, Lumpkin, Moy. 
ton, Norvell, Roane, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Williams 
and Wright—I18. ’ 

NAYS—Messrs. Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, Davis, Dixy 
Huntington, Knignt, Nicholas, Pierce, Prentiss, Robinso 
Ruggles, and Smith of Indiana—12. ‘ , 

Mr. BENTON moved to amend the bill by requiring that all 
drawbacks on articles manutactured in the United States fron. 
foreign materials subject to duty should be proportioned tg the 
duties provided for by the compromise act of 1833, 

Mr. DAVIS signified that he was not now prepared to vote on 
this amendment, as the subject ef it, he thought, was not guj. 
ciently understood. 

On mouion of Mr. WRIGHT, all the other amendments 

were agreed to, arid the bill, as amended, was ordered to be 
printed. 
" Mr. CALITOUN introduced a resolution calling on the Secre. 
tary of the ‘Treasury for a copy ofall the circulars in relation to 
the revenue issued since the adoption of the act of 1832, known 
as (he compromise act; which was adopted. 

The Senate then went into Executive session, and soon afer 
acjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Monpay, July 6, 1810. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a letter from the Go. 
vernor of Indiona, enclosing the resignation by Mr. Howarp of 
his seat as a member of this House. 

Mr. ATHERTON moved to go into Committee of the Whols 
on the staie of the Union. 

Mr. TALIAFERRO and others ngewe | remonstrated, ex. 
pressing a wish that the committees would be firet allowed 
report. 

Mr. DOWNING got Mr. ATHERTON'S Consent to m@¥e fur 
the printing ofa bill brought in by him on notice, entilded “An 
act to protect the lives and property of the people of Florida, 
and to bring the Seminole war to an end;” which, off his mo. 
tion, was read. 

[We iuave not the means of obtaining a copy of the bill; bu 
it proposed to give the choice of Governor of the Tertitory tw 
the people—the election to take place in November next; that 
the service of volunteers should be accepted to fight outthe 
war in Florida; the service to continue one yeat, or during the 
war; that all landsin the Territory should be taxed to raise 
money to defray expenses of the war, except the pay, Clothing, 
emoluments, &c, of the volunteers, and that, to meet all other 
expenses of the war, a// the public lands in the Territory be 
granted tothe Territory, to be disposed of as the Legislatuie 
shall direct. The Governor of the Territory to have the chief 
command of the troops, and to conduct all military opera. 
tions.*] 

Mr. Downixo moved that the bill be referred to the Com. 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON opposed the motion, and moved the 
reference of the bill to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. DOWNING briefly explained the object of tho bill; 
which was, to place the fucther prosecution of the war in the 
hands of the Governor of Florida, with ; ower to accept the ser- 
vieesof volunteers. He said the people of Florida were tured 
of trusting the management of this war any longer to those 
who were strangers to their interests and feelings, and who 
knew nothing personally of the horrid cruelties which were 
carried en in that unhappy Territory. He wished to make it 
emphatically a Fiorida war; to be conducted by the people of 
the Territory, who should be empowered to select those most 
Ceeply interested in the result. ‘The present militia of Florida 
were greatly reduced and exhausted by previous labors and suf: 
ferings in this contest. He was for receiving volunteers, and 
empowering them to choose their own officers. The bill em- 
powered the Governor and Council to distribute lands to those 
whose property had been dilapidated and destroyed by the sa- 
vage foe. In reference to this last provision, he observed that 
Mr. BentTon’s bill, from the Senate, proposed to give 3,200,- 
000 acres of the soil of Florida to those who would settle on it 
and take military occupation ofthe country. That was more 
than would cover all that was proposed to be granted by this 
bill; and the Senate bill was understood to meet the approba- 
tion of the Executive. 

Mr. D. traced the ill success of the war in Florida to the want 
ofa commander, and the employment of a force not adapted to 
the nature of the contest. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON said he never would consent te send 
such a bill to the Committee of the Whole, but was in favor of 
referring it to the Committee on Military Affairs; to test the 
question, he moved to lay it on th: table; and on this motion he 
demanded the yeas and nays; which were ordered, and being 
taken resulted as follows—yeas 78, nays 39. No quorunfhav- 
ing voted, the roll was again called, when the yeasand nays re- 
sulted as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, J. Allen, H. J. Anderson, Atherton, 
Banks, Baker, Beatty, Beirne, Black, Blackwell, Boyd, Burke, 
Bynum, Carr, Clifford, Connor, M. A. Cooper, W. R. Cooper, 
Craig, Cranston, Dana, Davee, Edward Davies, John Davis, 
Doan, Doig, Eari, Eastman, Ely, Evans, Fine, Fletcher, Floyd, 
Fornance, Galbraith, James Garland, Gates, Gerry, Giddings, 
Goggin, Griffin, Hand, Henry, J. Hillof Va. 5. Hill of N. C. 
Hook, Hopkins, Jackson, James, Joseph Johnson, Cave Johu- 
son, N. Jones, Keim, Kempshall, Kille, Lincoln, Lucas, McClellan, 
McCulloh, McKay, Mallory, Marchand,Mason,Miller,Montanye, 
Calvary Morris, Newhard, Palen, Parish, Parmenter, Paynter, 
Pickens, Prentiss, Ramsey, Randoiph, Rives, Samuels, Shaw, 
Slade, J. Smith, Thomas Smith, Steenrod, Strong, Taylor, Til- 
linghast, Toland, Turney, Underwood, Weller, Wick, Jared 
W. Williams, H. Williams, and Lewis Williams—93. 

NAYS—Meszrs. J. W. Allen, Andrews, Bell, Briggs, Brock- 
way, Calhoun, Wm. B. Campbeil, Carter, Casey, Chinn, Chit- 
tenden, Clark, James Cooper, Crabb, Crary, C: Cushing, 
Dawson, Dennis, Dellett, Everett, Rice Garland, Grinnell, Ha- 
bersham, Wiiliam 8. Hastings, Hunt, Jameson, Jenifer, Charles 
Johnston, Marvin, Mitchell, Morgan, Pope, Proffit, Rariden, 
Rayner, Ridgway, Russe Saltonstall,” Sergeant, Albert 





*Copied from the National Intelligencer. 
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, Stuart, Samter, Taliaferro, Waddy Thomp- 


Sinith, Sianly 


Triplett, Trambull, Warren, Edward D. White, J. Whi:e, 
rw. Williams, Joseph L. Williams, Christopher H. Wil- 
ams —54. 


So the-bill was laid on the table and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. GIDDINGS of Obio asked conseat w offer the foliewing 

easkeen? 

eek That the Committee of Ways and Means be in- 
aycted to report & bill making such appropriations as they may 
hak necessary to preserve such public harbors on Lake Erie 
(om deswruction as are reported by the Secretary of War as 
having been injured by late storms. 

Opjection being INace— ; 

Mr. G. moved for a suspension of the rule; the yoas and 
nays were demande, and, being taken, were—yeas 57, 

y . 
nay TRIPLET, on leave, presented a memorial from cer- 

tain tobacco planters; which was referred. : 

Mr. PICKENS wished to report, from the Committee on Fo- 
reg Affaiis, a resolution for an appropriation of $25,000 for 
detraying the expenses of a survey and exploration of tho 
Northeastern boundary; but 7 
“The House, en motion of Mr. ATHERTON, resolved to go 
again into Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
(Mc, Lincoun in the chair,) and resume the consideration of the 
: NAVY APPROPRIATION BILL. 

The question pending was the amendment to the bill submit- 
ted by Mr. Crary, as toliows; — - 

“That the Board of Commissioners for the Navy shall pre- 
pare aad lay before Congress, at the commencement of each 
seaai00, a Statement of the votes of each member of the board 
on al! proceedings relative to the procurement of naval stores 
and materials, and the construction, armamveat, equipment and 
employment of vessels of war, as well as ali other matters con- 
nected with the naval establishment of the United Siates.”’ 

Mr. CRARY resumed his remarks in iavor of the amend 
went. His object in discussing the amendment was to call the 
atteation of the country to the errors and inefliciency of this 
board; to the manner in which they expended the money ap- 
propriated for the improvement of the navy. Mr. C. then went 
into ahistory of the transactions of this board, with a view to 
show that not only the naval service generally would be pro- 
moted by its abolishment, but that the vessels would be much 
better coastructed. Hespoke at length of the improvements in 
the naval service of rival commercial nations, and particularly 
in the ordnance; and showed that this board, instead of keep- 
ing pace with modera improvemeuts, still adhered to their old 

prejudice, and obstructed much improvement. Mr. B. was in 
favor of introducing the bureau system, so as to fix the respon- 
sibility of the managemeut of this branch of the service sume- 
where, which by the presentsystem could not be traced any 
where. He concluded at 12 o’ciock. 

Mr. REED of Massachusetts obtained the floor, but yielded 


1 to 

Mr. ADAMS, who censured the Committee on Naval Affairs 
for not having considered and reported on the plan submitted 
by the Secretary of the Navy, for the substitution of Naval Bu- 
reaus in place of a Board of Navy Commissioners. 

Mr. REED then went into a reply to Mr. Crary’s speech, no- 
ticing the most prominent points, denying his charges, de- 
a proof, and eulogizing the Commissioners and the Navy 
generally. 

He wo followed by Mr. HOFFMAN, who, while he admitted 
that there might be defects in the existing plan of a Navy 
Board, and professed himself to be craghetel to examine the 
Secretary’s plan for naval bureaus, (towards which his pre- 
ferences leaned,) repelled the charges adduced by Mr. Crary 
against the management of the Navy and the construction and 
arming of our ships of war, and towered into a most eloquent 
and stirring eulogium on the glories of vur naval achievements. 

He concluded at half past2 o’clock, when the question being 
taken on the motion of Mr. Crary, it was rejected. 

The House then took a recess. 

EVENING SESSION. 

Mr. ATHERTON proposed, on behalf of the Committee of 
Ways and Means, the following amendment, to come in at the 
end of section two, viz: 

And that, for the purpose of replacing the said sum of three 
hundred and forty thousand dollars, and the sum of three hun- 


- dred and thirty thousand doilars authorized to be so applied by 


se 


the act of the third of March, eighteen hundred and thirty-nine, 
the further sum of six hundied and seventy thodsand dollars 
shall be, and hereby is, appropriated for the graduai improve- 
ment of the navy, to be avaiiable after the first of January, 
eighteen hundred and forty-one. 

Mr. A said the object of this amendment was to reimburse 
tothe fund appropriated by the act of 1839 for the gradual im- 
provement of the navy, the sum which had been expended, and 
which was proposed to be expended, tor the same, for the con- 
siruction of tie steam vessels authorized to be built last year. 
This was recommended by the Department. 

Mr, LEWIS WILLIAMS did not think it necessary to reim- 
burse that fund, as those steam vessels should be considered a 
partof that gradual increase. 

Mr. ATHERTON explained that this amendment caused no 
increase in the appropriations of this year, but merely pro- 
vided that the money necessary to construct those steam ves- 
eels, which had been taken from the fund for the gradual in- 
crease of the navy, should be reimbursed to that fund in 1841. 

Mr. REED said it was never intended that these vessels 
should be built out of that fund, but that it was provided by 
he act authorizing the construction of these vessels, thai the 
unds should be reimbursed. . 

Mr. ANDERSON of Maine spoke of the necessity of reim- 
bursing the fund to enable the commissioners to make contracts 
for ordnance for these vessels and other vessels (or which ord- 
nance was yei to be provided. 

Mr. ATHERTON said it was necessary for the commission- 
ers to be assured that this fund should be reimbursed in 1841 to 
enable them 0 enter into contracts in proper time, to carry out 


the objects for which the fund for the gradual improvement of 


the navy wassacredly set apart. 

Mr. STANLY made some remarks in opposition to the 
amendment. F 3 

Mr. MASON of Ohio said so far as this amendment went to 
supply the deficiency created by the diversion of a former appro- 
priation, he was willing to vote for it, but he maintained that it 
involved a new and distinct apnepesens of more than 
$300,000 dollars above any thing heretofore appropriated, and 


was to that extent opposed to it. 
Mr. STANLY ‘farther opposed the amendment, and read 
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some articies in relation to the condiuen of the navy, published | 


Mr. LEADBETTER made some remaiks showing the great 
number of officers always on land, which was owing. in a great 
measure, te the want of more vessels, which this amendment 
provided. 

After a few remarks from Messrs. PROFFIT and LEAD- 
BETTER, 

Mr. KHETT was understood to argue that the amendment 
proposed did not iavolve any new tax on the people for the 
present year, but was merely intended to make the fund here- 
tofore appropriated available for the pnrposes intended, if it 
should be wanted in 1°41. 

Messrs. SALTONSVALL, ATHERTON, HOLLEMAN, 
REED, UNDERWOOD, and VANDERPOEL, made some 
remarcs, showing the necessity of the appropriation, if it was 
the wish that the provisionsof the law vo! 1839, for the gradual 
Inprovement of the navy, should be fulfilled; and showing that 
the act auchorizing the construction of the steam vessels was a 
special appropriation for the improvement of the navy, and was 
never intended to be considered as a part of the improvements 
under the actoi 1839. ‘That the money appropriated under that 
act was not intended to be applied to the building of vesgels, 
but merely to the purchase of materials, and to supply the ves- 
sels with ordnance. That i the money to reimburse was with- 
held it would operate to destroy the navy, and that it was 
die for those who oppose the amendment to say that they were 
iriends to the navy. 

f Messrs. MASON, POPE, R. GARLAND, PETRIKIN, 
and STANLY, opposed the amendment. 

Mr. MONROE said it was a plain proposition, and simple in 
its character. He had no doubtthe funds were properly ap- 
plied. He hoped there would be no further debate; there was 
much business to be transacted, and no time for long speeches: 
he theretore expressed the hope that the committce would take 
the vote. 

_ Mr. EVANS contended that this was an additional appropria- 
tion beyoad the estimates. He was in favor of making a direct 
appropriation out of the Treasury for the constructing cf these 
steam vessels. Ile was opposed to the manner of appropri. 
ation. 

After a few remarks from Mr. STANLY, in opposition to 
the amendment, and Mr. RHETT, in*explanation of it 

The question was taken, aud the amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. REED proposed the following amendment, which, after 
a few remarks explanatory of its object, was agreed to. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That all appropriations, 
and all remaining balances of appropriations, heretofore made 
for building, rebuilding, replacing, purchasing, or repairiag, ves- 
sels of war, or other vessels, ior the use of the navy, or for the 
purchase of timber, ordnance, or any other articles of building, 
arming, equipping, or repairing vessels of the navy, or for the 
repairs of vessels in ordinary, aud repair, wear and tear of ves- 
sels in Commission, together with any materials which have 
been, or may be, collected under any of the said appropriations, 
be, and the same are hereby, transferred to one head of appro 
priation, to be calied “the appropriation for the increase, repair, 
armament, and equipment of the navy, and wear and tear of 
vessels in commission;” and the amount of said appropriation, 
and of such other as may be made hereafter for like purposes, 
and the materials which have been, or may be hereafter collect. 
ed for the same, may be expended and used by the Secretary of 
the Navy, in building, replacing, arming, repairing, equipping, 
and employing any vessels which Congress may have autho- 
rized, or may hereafter authorize to be built, rebuilt, purchased, 
or replaced, ia such manner as the interests er necessities of the 
service may require. 

Sec. And be it further enacted, That it shall be the 
duty of the Secretary of the Navy to cause to be laid before 
Congress, annually, as soon after the beginning of each year as 
practicable, a statemeit of the amounts expeaded during the 
preceding fiscal year for wages of mechanics and laborers em- 
ployed in building, repairing, or equipping, vessels of the navy, 
or lu receiving and securing stores and materials tor those pur- 
poses; and for the purchase of materials and stores for the 
same purposes; a statement of the cost or estimated value of 
the stures on hand, under this appropriation, in the navy yards 
at the commencement of the next preceding fiscal year; the 
cost, or estimated value, of articles received and expended 
during the year; and the cost, or estimated value, of the articles 
belonging w this appropriation which may be on hand in the 
navy vardsat the close of the next preceding fiscal year. 

Sec. . And be it further enacied, That, whenever in the 
opinion of the Secretary of the Navy it shall be conducive te the 
public interest to use any article of provisions, materials, or 
other stores, for a different appropriation from that under which 
they may have been purchased for the naval servicé, it shall be 
Jawful for him to authorize such use, and it shall be his duty to 
certify to the Secretary of the Treasury, the value or cost of the 
articles thus used; and the Secretary of the Treasury is hereby 
authorized and required to cause the proper officers of the Trea- 
sury to transfer the amount of such cost or value apon the books 
of the Treasury, from the appropria‘ion tor which the articies 
may have been used, to the apprupriation from which they may 
have been or may be taken, so that the actual expenditure under 
each may be accurately shown. 

Mr. ATHERTON, from the Committee of Ways and Means, 
proposed the following amendment to come in at the close of 
the bill: 

“ For distribution as prize money among the officers and 
crew of the private armed brig General Armstrong, per act of 
thirtieth June, eighteen hundred and thirty-fouc, two thousand 
nine hundred and seventy-five dollars and twenty cents.’’ 

Mr. ATHERTON stated that it was merely a reappropriation 
of part of the $10,000 appropriated to this object which had 
been carried to the sinking fund, and 

Alter a few remarks from Mr. R. GARLAND, the ques- 
tion was taken,and the amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. PAYNTER moved an amendment appropriating 
$100,000 for constructing a dry dock at Philadelphia. 

Mr. ATHERTON made a pointof order based upon the 76th 
rule, which provides that 10 amendment shall be in order to an 
appropriation bill,except to carry out the provisions of exist- 
ing laws. 

The CHAIR [Mr. Lineon] decided the amendment to be out 
of order. 

Mr. PAYNTER appealed from that decision; and the ques- 
tion being “Shall the decision of the Cua stand as the judg- 
ment ofthe committee?” It was put, and the decision was af- 
firmed. 

Mr. REED submitted the following amendment: 
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Suc. . And be it further enacted, that the sum of sixty 
thousand dollars be, and the same ts hereby, appropriated out 
of any "nappropriated money in the Treasury, for the prepa- 
rat‘ton and commencement of the third steam veesel of war au- 
thorized by an act of March third, eighteen hundred and thirty 
nive, loaddition to any materials which may be on hand suita- 
Die jor such vessels 

Mr. HABERSIIAM moved to amend the above by the addition 
of the tollowing 

Provided, That the said steam ship*shall be so constructed 
as ot to draw more than sixteen feet of water with all her ar- 
mament, provision, and other lading, necessary to prepare her 
for sea. 

Mr. HABERSHAM explained the object of the amendment. 
Tt was to have the vease! so constructed that it would be able to 
pavigate Southern rivers, if necessary, asa meang of defence. 

Ir. HOLLEMAN opposed the amend ent. It was in conee- 

qnence of legislation ofthis kind, in all probability, that the 
construction of vessels was imperfect, and for which the Navy 
Commissioners had been blamed. A vessel so constructed 
could not stand the sea. 

The question was taken on the amendment to the amendment, 
and it was disagreed to 

The question recurring on tne amendment of Mr. Reap, it 
was taken, and ‘here being 43 ayes, aud 41 noes, and there be- 
ing no quorum 

The commitiee rose, and the chairman reported that fact to 
the House. 

On motion of Mr. NAYLOR, 

The House then adjourveu. 





IN SENATE, 
Tvuespay, July 7, 1840. 

Mr. ALLEN said that, by the wording of the journal of Fri 
day last, he was placed tn a false position, and he wished it to 
be corrected if it could be done withouta vielation of the rules 
of the Senate. The journal states that the Senator from Mis- 
svurl{Mr. BENToN] having introduced a bill to continue the 
exisience of the banks of the District for the purpose of wind- 
ing up their affairs, the Senator trom New Hampshire {Mr. 
IlupBarp} moved to amend by substituting for it a portion of 
the bill from the House, placing them in a similar positien with 
the Union Bank of Georgetown. lam there said to heve made 
a motion for adjournmeat, which was negatived, &e. Now it 
willbe recollected by every Senator who was present, that after 
the Senator from New Hampshire moved his amendment, 
the Senator from Kentucky (Mr. Cray] moved to further 
amend by adding the rest of the bill from the House, which 
was, in effect, a recharter of banks now in a staie of suspension. 
It was upon the motion of the Senator from Kentacky [Mr. 
Cray} that he (Mr. ALLEN) predicate: his motion for adjourn- 
ment, and not on that ofthe Secu'or irom New Hampshire, as’ 
itnow appears on the journal. Mr. A. exid he was not ac- 
quainted with the rule relative to the making out of the jour- 
nal, and wished not to be understood as intending any censure 
on the Secretary, but hoped that it might be made so as to con- 
form to the facts. 


Mr. WALKER suggested whether an improvement might 
not be made in the mote of keeping the journals, and said that 
a similar occurrence took place in his own case undera tormer 
Secretary, as that just referred to by the Senator from Ohio. A 
bill was before the Senate of great interes’ ty many of his con 
stituents, to which he moved an important amendment. In the 
subsequent political canvass in his State, he asserted that he 
had made this motion, and referred to the journal for proof of 
the fact; but the journal being produced, no notice whatever had 
been takenof it. Heimmediately wrote to the Secretary, and 
then for the first time learned that except the yeas and naya 
were called ona motions to amend, it was not entered on the 
journal, The Secretary, nowever, had fortunately preserved a 
copy of his amendment, and sent a certificate attesting the fact 
of his having offered t. He thought it would be better if, in 
the progress of a bill, every motion to amend should be entered 
upon the journal. 

The CHAIR stated he had been looking over the rules, and 
found the following on this subject: 

“Rule 32. The proceedings of the Senate, when not acting in 
committee of the whole, shall be entered on the journal as con- 
cisely as possible, care being taken to detail a true and accurate 
account of the proceedings; but every voie of the Senate shall 
be entered oa the journal, and a brief statement of the contents 
of each petition, memorial, or paper, presented to the Senate, 
shall also be inserted on the journal.” 

It was therefore apparent that the journal was mace out as 
prescribed by the rule, and no censure could attach to the 
Secretary. To meetthe views of the Senators from Ohio and 
Mississippi, a change of the rule would be necessary. 

Mr. ALLEN snid he had not the remotest intention of cen- 
suring any one, but called atlentiun to the matter, that it might 
be corrected, if it could be done without a violation of the 
rules; and if this could not be done, that his having requested 
it might be noticed by the reporters for the public prints. 

The CHAIR presnted Ww the Separe a repoit from the 
Secretary of the Treasury, in comuance with a resolution 
oft the 6a instaut, calling for copies of all circulars issued 
— the passage of the com) iumise act; which was laid on the 
table. 

Mr. WALL presen‘ed the memorial of citizens of Jersey city, 
in the State of New Jersey, remonstrating against the repeal of 
the pilot law of 1337. 

Also, from citizens of the United States generally, asking that 
“ Raubh’s double self-acting safety valve” may be of general 
use in steam wats in the United Suates. 

Mr. PIERCE, from the Commice on Pensions, made unfa- 
vorable reports on Huuse bills for the relief of Wm. Lomax, of 
Nathan Baldwin, and of Jas. Boylan. 

Mr. NORVELL, from the Select Committee to which had 
been referred the the bill from the House of Representatives 
regulating the mileage of members of Congress, tnade a re- 
port, accompanied by « resolution that the bill be indefinitely 
postponed. : 

Mrr CLAY took occasion to ask if the report that had just 
been read was from the majority of the commitree. Mr. C. 
said that he had not been present at any meeting of the com- 
mittee, nor had the Senator from Massachusetts, (Mr. Davis.) 
He said that he had brought his mind to the full conviction that 
the bill from the House ought to be acted on. He moved to 
make the report the special order for Thursday nex‘, by which 
time it could be printed and laid on their tables. 

On motion of Mr. NORVELL, the report was ordered to be 
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prioted, and the motion of Mr, Clay, making it the special order 
for Thursday, was agreed to. fe Siar , 

The resolution relating to an examination, by a board of dra. 
goon officers, of Colt’s improved firearms, was taken up, and, 
after being amended, was, on motion of Mr. CLAY of Alabama, 
laid on the table 

Mr. HENDERSON cubmitted a joint resolution to remit the 
duties oo iron used by the West Feliciana Railroad, which te 
asked might be considered at the present time; but objection 
being made, Mr. Hl. gave notice that to-morrow he would ask 
leave to iatreduce the jomt resolution. 

Mr, CLAY of Kentucky, asked thé Senate to indulge him in 
taking up out ofits order on the calendar the joint resolution 
direcuing the return to the State of Kentucky of 195 sands of 
arms, Mr, C, having explained the merits of the case, it was 
ordered io be engrossed. 

Mr. LINN askedto take up from the table the bill for the 
relief of the heirs of Miguel Eslava, which, after being ex- 
plained and advocated by Mr. CLAY of Alabama, was ordered 
vo be engrossed. 

The bill for the reliefof James Hf. Clark was considered as in 
committee of the whole, and, after being so amended as toal- 
low said Clark “one huedred and sixty dollars and ninety-four 
cents,’ was ordered to be engrossed. 

The bill to amend an act entitled an act regulating the pay of 
the navy wastaken up, when 

Mr. WILLIAMS entered into an explanation of its merits, 
afd a discussion ensved, in which Messrs. NORVELL, CAL- 
HOUN, DAVIS, BUCITANAN, aad others participated, in op 
position to the bil!, on the ground that the power proposed to 
be granted by itto the Secretary of the Navy was more than 
ought to be entrusted to any jndividual;: Mr. WILLIAMS and 
Mr. TAPPAN ailvocated it, contending that the power was 
wholesome, and ought to be incident to the secretary; when 

Mr. WILLIAMS moved to lay the bill on the table, which 
was agreed to 

‘ COLLECTION OF THE REVENUE. 

The “enate resumed the consideration of the bill to ensure 
the more faithful exeeution of the laws relauing to the ccllec- 
tion of duties On imports. The question being on Mr. Ben- 
ron’s amendment, providing that drawbacks on articles manu- 
factured in the United States from foreing material, subject to 
duty, should be proportioned to the duues as reduced by the 
compromise act, 

Mr. DAVIs said he had designed to make some remarks 
on the subject of this amendment, but having learned that 
the commiuee hadexpressed an opinion unfavorable to any 
present action upon it, he would, at this time, say nothing 
about it. 

Mr. Benron’s amen! ment was rejezted, as follows: 

YEAS—Mesars. Allien, Anderaon, Benton, Brown. Clay ef 
Alabama, Lumpkin, Smith of Connecticut, Strange, Sturgeon, 
Tappan, Waiker, and Young—12 

NAYS—Messre. Buchanan, Calhoun, Clay of Kentucky, 
Olayton, Cuthbert, Davis, Dixon, Hubbard, Huntiagton, King, 
Knight, Mouton, Nicholas, Norvell, Phelps, Porter, Prentiss, 
Roane, Robinson, Smith of Indiana, White, Williams, and 
Wright —23. - 

The bili, as amended, was ordered to be engrossed by the fol 
lowing vote: 

YEAS—Mewsss. Allen, Anderson, Benton, Buchanan, Clay of 
Kentucky, Clayton, Cuthbert, Davis, Dixon, Grundy, Hubbard, 
Hantungion, Kang, Knight. Lumpkin, Moutoa, Nicholas, Norvell, 
Phelps, Pierce, Porter, Prentiss, Robinson, Smith of Connecu- 
cut, Smith of Indiana, Sturgeon, Tappan, Wall, White, Wil- 
ha vs, Wright and Young—32 

Na YS—Messrs. Brown, Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, Hender- 
son, Strange and Walker-—6 

Qn mouon ot Mr. PHELPS, the Senate proceeded to consider 
iLouse bill for the relief of Sylvester Phelps, and the heirs and 
legal representatives of Charlies Landon, deceased. 

Mr. P. went at leneth into the merits of this bill, advocating 
it with much zeal, aud was repliedtv by Mr. HUBBARD, with 
equal zeal, in Opposition; when 

On mouon of Mr. CLAY of Alabama, 

The Senate adjourned 











HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tvusspay, July 7, 1840. 

The Journal of yesterday having been read— 

Mr. TRIPLETT rose and asked the unanimous consent of the 
House to offer a resolution, which, he said, he had for three or 
four days past desired to present, and which he asked might be 
read for information. Hf any objection was made, he gave no- 
tice that he would move a suspension of the rule, and ask the 
yeas and nays. 

” ‘The resulution was then read as follows: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War report to this House, 
on the first day of the next session of Congress, the amount of 
expenditure in suppressing Indian hostilities in Florida, showing 
disunctly the various items of expenditure; that he report the 
number of troops employed in that service, and the length of 
time employed; distinguishing the commissioned officers from 
the privates and von commissioned officers, and the amount of 
pay to those officers, and to the non-commissioned officers and 
privates; the amount paid for subsistence and transportation, 
and the ttems of euch expenditure separately; the other ex- 
peases uader their appropriate heads, and the items of such ex- 
penditure. y : 

M:. C, JOHNSON objected, He did not, he said, object to 
the call for the information generally, but he objected to going 
into these details, which would swell intoa volume as big asa 
common Bible. 

Mr. TRIPLETT (under leave) said that the gentleman from 
T. nnessee would not, he was sure, make any objection if be un- 
derstood the matter, The items were called for only where they 
were neceseary to show whether the money had been expended 
according to law. 

I have not (continued Mr. T.) meved in this matter without 
reflec‘ion, andsuch information as convinces me that thede- 
tailed in‘ormacion Lrequire from the Secretary of War is neces- 
sary to our future correct and luformed legisiation on future ap- 
propriations for carrying on the Florida war, as well as to know 
how the money we have already appropriated has been expend- 
ed by the Executive. Ihave, with some pains and much labor, 
made abstracts from all the appropriation bills for suppressing 
Indian hostilities, and carrying on the Florida war for the years 
1836, 1837, and 1338, which I hold in my hand, (which do not in- 
clade the expenses of the regular army,) and they amount to 
$20,293,117. This House and the people havea right © know 
how this amount of money has been expended; and to show 
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the House that this is not a motion connected with eleciioneer- 
ing, I have required this information to be communicated to the 
next Congress-——after the Presidential election is over—as I did 
nol expect to get itatthia. Ibel eve the gentleman from Ten 
nessee is mistaken In supposing it will makea book as big asa 
Bible. 1 beheve the whole information can be communicated in 
some 60 or 75 pages, if itv properly and appropriately arranged, 
but large or small, I believe our duty to our constituents and 
ourselves requires us to have it. Much speculation and rumor 
are afloat on this subject, and we are entitled to know ihe truth, 
and have the information in an authentic shape 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON gail he made no objection to the re- 
solution on the ground that it was an elecuoneering document, 
or that it would affect the Presidential elecuen one way or the 
other, He objected because the items would ruf out into a 
volume. 

Mr. TRIPLETT then moved a suspension of the rule, and 
asked the yeas and nays, (the demand for which, however, he 
subsequently withdrew.) 

Andthe SPEAKER being about to put the question on the 
motion to suepend, 

Mr.C. JOHNSON withdrew his objection. 

And the question being on the adoption of the resolution, 

Mr. McKAY said that, as he understoed the gentleman from 
Kentucky, (Mr. Trrpiert,} he bad stated thatthe aggregate 
amount of appropriauons for the Seminole war was over 
$20,000,000. He (Mr. McK.) had seen astatement, prepared 
with great care at the Quartermaster’s Department, by which the 
amount cf appropriations, commencing in January, 1836, not 
only for the Seminole war, but for the suppression of Creek 
cndtnewebne hostilities, amounted to only nineteen millions, 
ora littl upwards. This sum of nineteen milliens was con- 
fined not to operations in Florida ajone, but with the Creeks 
and Cherokees. 

And the questionon the adoption of the resolution was then 
taken and agreed to 

The SPEAKER having announced the next business in order 
to be reports frm committees, 

Mr. BRIGGS moveda suspension of the rule for the purpose 
of taking up@§om the Speaxsr’s table the bill from the Senate 
known as the bankrupt law. 

The SPEAKER indicated to Mr. B. that it was his intention, 
after the morning hvur Wad expired, to ask that, by general 
consent, the table should be cleared. 

Afler a momentary conversation between Mr. BRIGGS and 
Mr. PICKENS, the former withdrew his motion, and 

Mr. PICKENS, from the Committee on Foreign Affairs, re- 
ported a bill to provide for the expenses of making an explo- 
ration and survey of the Northeastern boundary, Read twice, 
and committed. 

Mr. P. from the Committee on Foreign Affairs, renorted back 
the joint resolution ef the Senate autuorizing the President of 
the United tates to accept certain presents from the Imaum of 
Muscat, and the Emperor of Morocco, and to dispose of the 
same, with an amendment. 

Mr. P. observed that it was highly important some action 
should be had on this subject, as he understood the Imaum’s 
vessel was required to return in the last week of June, or the 
first of the present month. Under those circumstances, he 
trusted the House would dispose of the rosolution without fur- 
ther delay. 

Mr. ADAMS, after alluding to his attempt to speak upon this 
subject on a formerday, when he was cut short by the previous 
question, proceeded to make some remarks on the joint resolu- 
tron as amended by the Committee on Foreign Affairs. te was 
glad to see that the resolution, in its amended form, took away 
that express authority given to the President, as it was origi- 
nally worded, 

Alter some further remarks, Mr. A. said he considered this 
subject one of a very important character, and which required 
mature deliberation Hethen referredto the various instances 
when application had been made to Congress respecting the 
disposal of such presents, and expressed a hope that the House 
would pause before giving its sanction to the resolution. He 
then went into an examination of the circumstances under 
which presents had been refused on previous occasions, and 
contended that the argument that a non-acceptance o/ the pre- 
sents would give offence, was mere pretence. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a communication from 
the Secretary of State, accompanied by astatement showing the 
number of passengers arriving in the various posts of the 
United States from joreiga countries during the last year; which 
was, 

On motion of Mr. CURTIS, ordered to lie on the table, and be 
printed. 

Various bills from the Senate lying on the SpEAKER’s table 
were taken up, and appropriately referred. 

BANKRUPT BILL. 

The bill from the Senate, entitled “‘An act to provide for a 
uniform eystem of bankruptcy throughout the United States,” 
coming up in its order for reference, 

Mr. PICKENS said: Considering the late period of the ses- 
sion, and the almost impossibility of a full and thorough discus- 
sion on its merits—considering, also,the great interests involved, 
and that it embraces principles novel in our legislation, and its 
retrospective action being of doubtful constitutionality, and in- 
jurtous to sound merchants—considering, also, ihat it does not 
propose a sooner action than the first of February next—under 
these circumstances, | move to lay the bill upon the table. 

Mr. STANLY called for the Yeas and nayson that motion. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL moved a call of the House; which was 
ordered, and proceeded in till 188 members answered to their 
names; when 

Mr. WELLER moved that all farther proceedings in the call 
be dispensed with; which motion was agreed to—ayes 77, noes 
55 

The question recurring on the motion of Mr. PickENs to lay 
on the table, and the yeas and nays having been ordered on that 
rnetion, were— yeas 102, nays 99, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Judson Allen, Andrews, Atherton, Banks, 
Beatty, Beirne, Black, Blackwell, Boyd, Aaron V. Brown, 
Burke, Bynum, John Campbell, Carr, Carroll, Casey, Chinn, 
Connor, Mark A. Cooper, William R, Cooper, Craig, Cross, 
Dana, John Davis Doan, Doig, Dromgoole, Earl, Eastman, 
Ely, Fine, Fisher, Flovd, Fornance, Galbraith, James Garland, 
Gerry, Goggin, Griffin, Hammond, John Hastings, Hawes, 
Hawkins, Hill of Virginia, Hill of North Carolina, Holleman, 
Holme:, Hook, Hopkins, Jameson, Joseph Johnson, Cave John- 
son, Nathaniel Jones, Keim, Kemble, Kille, Leadbetter, Leo- 
nard, Lucas, McCarty, McClellan, McCulloch, McKay, Mar. 
chand, Medill, Miller, Montgomery, Samuel W. Morris, New. 
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hard, Parrish, Parmenter, Paynter, Petrikin, Pickens Prey 

Ramsey, Reynolds, Rhett, Rives, James Rogers, Ryall Ba. 
muels, Shaw, Shepard, John Smith, Thomas Smith, Stark 

ther, Steenrod, Stuart, Sumter, Sweney, Taylor, Philip F. Tho. 
mas, Waddy Thompson, Turney, Vanderpoel, Watterson, We, 
ler, Jared W. Williams, Henry Williams, and Lewis Wi. 
liams—102 : 

NAYS—Messrs. Adame, John W. Allen, Hugh J. Ande 
Baker, Bell, Biddle, Brizvgs, Brockway, Albert G. Brown we 
O. Butler, Calhoun, Carter, Chapman, Chittenden, Clark Clit 
ford, James Cooper, Crabb, Cranston, Crary, Curtis, Cushi , 
Davee, Edward Davies, Garret Davis, Dawsen, Dennis, Delle 
Evans, Everett, Fillmore, Rice’ Garland, Giddings, Gray, 
Green, Grinnell, Habersham, William 8. Hastings, Henry Hot 
man, Hubbard, Huut, Jackson, James, Charles Johngton 
Kempshall, King, Leet, Lincoln, Mallory, Marvin, y on, 
Mitchell, Monroe, Montanya, Morgan, Calvary Morris, Naylor 
Nisbet, Ogle, Palen, Parris, Proffit, Randall, Randolph, Ray 
den, Rayner, Reed, Ridgway, Russel], Saltonstall, Rergeant 8. 
moaton, Albert Smith, Stanly, Strong, Jacob Thompson, ‘Ty 
linghast, Toland, Triplett, Trumbul!, Underwood, David p. 
Wagener, Peter J. Wagner, Edward D. White, Wick, Thoma: 
W. Williams, Joseph L. Williams, and Christopher H, wy 
liams—89. > 

So the bill was laid upon the table 

Various other Senate bills were read, and appropriately re. 
ferred. 

The bill granting two townships of land to the University of 
the Territory of Iowa, which had been returned fromthe & 
nate, with an amendment, was taken pp— 

And, on motionof Mr. LINCOLN, the amendment was cop. 
curred in. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD (on leave) presented a memorial, which 
was referred. 

On motion of Mr. PETRIKIN, the rules were suspended, ang 
the House resolved itself into Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union (Mr, Lrncorn of Mass. in the chair,) and re. 
sumed the consideration of the 


NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 

The pending question was on the motion of Mr. Ragp, (sup. 
mitted last evening, and Jeft undecided for want of a quorum,) 
to amend the bill by inserting an appropriation of $60,000 for 
the preparation and commencement of the third steam vesse} 
authorized by the act of March 3d, 1839. y 

Mr. PETRIKIN moved to amend the bill by striking out th 
following words: 

“Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the following sum, 
being the unexpended balance of « former appropriation which 
has been carried to the credit of the surplus fund, be, and the 
same is hereby, eapbrepemiod, viz: 

“For the purchase of a site and the construction of a dry 
dock for the naval service in the harbor of New York, as autho 
rized by the act of the 3d March, 1835, $9,563 61.” 

Mr. P. contended that there were as many dry docks as were 
necessary to repair vessels. Healluded also to some recent in. 
vention of floating d .cks, which, he said, would supersede the 
necessity ofctry docks, and which could be constructed to the 
number ofiwenty floating docks for a single dry dock. 

After a few brief remarks from Mr. STANLY and Mr. FISH. 
ER inreply, the question was taken by tellers on the amend. 
ment, and it was agreed ae 77, noes 67. 

Mr. WADDY THOMPSON said he would vote for the ap- 
propriation fora dry dock at New York, because he believed it 
necessary. He wished, however, to offer an amendment mak- 
ing an appropriation for the establishment of a dock at Pensa 
cela. Mr. T. then, with much force, described the advai.ages 
of Pensacola, and the great importance of our having a naval 
depot at that place. His proposed amendment was, however, 
ruled out of order, 

Mr. PETRIKIN then, asa point of order, insisted that there 
a no law authorizing the construction of a dry dock at New 

ork. 

Mr. JONES of Virginia said the gentleman was mistaken. 
There had been three severa! acts passed; one authorizing the 
c nstrucuon of a dry dock at Charlestown, Massachusetis; ore 
at Gosport, Virginia; aud one at New York. 

Mr. PETRIKIN was understood to argue that the law giving 
the power in relation to the site and construction of a dry dock 
at New York had expired. 

Mr. JONES said that the law was now in full force in the sta- 
tute book. 

Mr. LEWIs WILLIAMS inquired if this appropriation was 
included in the estimates? 

Mr. JONES of Virginia replied that it was. 

Mr. PETRIKIN was understood to inquire’ whether any 
estimate had been made of the whole cost of the construction? 

To this question, the reply was understood to be in the pe- 

alive. 

Mr. LEADBETTER opposed the appropriation. He consi- 
dered there were dry ducks enough alieady, and if a vessel at 
New York wanted lepair, Why could it not be sent to Charles: 
town before it was too rotten, and there be repaired? 

Mr. RAMSEY did not wish to raise unnecessary objections 
to the defence of the country or the improvement of the navy. 
What he wanted was that we should have a strict estimate of 
what such werks would cost. He was opposed to the present 
system of plunging into extravagant expenditures in the erec- 
tion of our public works. He wished gentlemen to look at our 
public works, and the immense difference between the esti- 
mates and the actual cost. He was opposed to the erection. of 
adry cock in New York, because he, believed it unn ; 
He had also voted against the construction of adry dock in his 
own State upon the same ground. We ha already two dry 
docks, which cost a million and a bali of dollars, and these in 
bea apne were amply sufficient for the number 0! vessels we 


aq. 
Mr. GRINNELL advocated the appropriation, and com- 
mented upon the peculiar advantages possessed by New York, 
_ Reneen her out as the most eligible spot for the erection 
Ol @ Gock, 

Mr. SMITH of Maine called attention to the fact that by the 
discovery of anew channel by Lieutenant Geduey, the only 
plausible objection to the selection of New York for the. erec- 
tive of adock, was rem: ved. _Afier the subject had been m 
agitation for five years, he hoped there would beno further ob- 
jection. 

Mr. JONES of Vixginia, stated that asa further reason for the 
erection of adock at New York, be would read a letter from the 
Secretary of the Navy, by which it would be seen. that there 
were two vessels of line at that place in so bade condition 
that they could not be removed without an almost total loss. 
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